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"OSwaid EA wars * , 
urs not the Subjects of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm: 


O R 


nd Twenty Arguments, plainly proving 
Infants ought not to be Baptized. 


AND 


K  G 


e Practice of Baptizing Infants, is not only 
rrantable by the Holy Scriptures, but a mani- 

ontradiction to them, and alſo to the Senſe 

practice of the Primitive Chriſtians in the 

and pureſt Ages of the GOSPEL, 


ALSO 


\ 
l 


* 


fathers and Godmothers, or other Suretys ſor 
formance of a Covenant made for Infants at 


baptiſm, are Anſcriptural and conſequently 
rant ab e. 


5. 21. Probe all things, and hold faft that which is Good. 


r is not read in the Holy Scriptures, nor may be proved 
is not to be received as an Article of Faith or as any 
flary to Salvation. The Sixth of the 39 Articles of theChurch 


%. 


iſm was not known in the World the two firſt 
iter Chriſt, in the third and fourth it was ap- 
byaF E W, at length in the fifch and follow- 
„s, it began to obtain in divers Places; and 
de we obſerve this Rite indeed as an antiend 
but not as an Apoſtolical Tradition. Curcellens's 
the Chriſtian Religion, Book 1. Chap. 12. Seth. 4. 
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READER: 


w HE N the Words of Solomon are duly conſder d, Prov 
23. 23, Buy the Truth and ſell it nut; We ſhall be oblig'd 
to own, that Truth was in the Judgment of that great 
and wiſe man, a Fewel of ſuch ineſtimable worth, that it 

ou'd be purchaſed at any Rate, and parted with at nome. 

[be olſerved, that our bleſſed Saviour whilſt he was bere on Earth, 

reed the higheſt eſteem ſor Truth, ſbecving us, that it was part of 

from Heaven to become a Witneſs in it's Favour, John 18. 37. 

may juſtly infer, that on our part it is highly reaſonable, that the 

have for Truth, ſhould bear ſome Proportion to that Efteem awe pro- 

\ who is himſelf the #ery Truth of God, and whoſe Deſign and De- 

formable to the Will of his glorious Father) 0 guide us poor Mor- 

way of Truth, unte whom it would be very pleaſing, that «ve did 

w. but alſo acknow!edge all Truth. | | 

from Rom. 2. 8. 9. that Indignation and Wrath ſball be the 

of that man, who is contentious and diſobedient to the Truth 2 4 

deration of <vhich, ſhould engage the thoughtſul to act very cauti- 

their oppoſing of Truth, they be found to fight againſt God himſelf, 

land will eſpouſe the Cauſe of it. Iſaiah 59. 13 to 15, ler. 9. 

51.6. Acts 5. 38. 39. 

redly, all the knowing among men will allow, that Truth is but 

t nothing can be true which is in contradiction to it; and it ſhould 

nwledged with Concern, that in our moft diligent and beft deſign'd 

r Truth, we are moſt miſerably divided even in thoſe Determinati- 

e may probably think do moſt juſtly reſult from them, 

pinion, all Parties avill agree in this Concluſion, viz. that it is ex- 

er, that every Man ſhould be fully perſuaded in bis own Mind, 

not condemn him ſelf in the thing which be allows. And in re- 
be tle Light in us may be Darkneſs, aue ſhould highly eſteem, 
uſly apply ourſelves to all probable means of Knowledge, ſor ſear 
ald be jaſſly perſuaded 3 for every honefl man accounts himſelf ob- 

m bis «words and Actions to the perſuaſion of bis Mind, as believ- 

ie and a great evil for any man to be unf aithſul to bis ownLight; 

14 of Religion herein the Conſcience is more eſpecially concern d to 

ntrary to the Sentiments or Language of Couſcience or the beſt 

| he has, Beſides it behoves us to be more than ordinary careſut, 
as be not fally perſuaded ; becauſe the Perſuaſton of the Mind is 
be 7 udg ment, either upon a right or eyrong Foundation, either 

Error, If the Fugment be fixed apon a vight Foundation, aud 

'b, it will be to our greateſt Advantage, But if it fixes on 4 

on and is wrapped up in Error, it will be ts our greateſt Detri- 

42 ment; 
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ment; Since it is evident that the Government of the Affctun 
ſeated in the Fudzment, ſo that where the Fudgment is ſound, ay 
ion and Will are both in ſubjefion to it, the man who thus ſubmy 
the Government af a ſound Mind, or a wellen ghtned Underſtan 
ducted into the moſt acceptable Words and Actions. 

A feund Mind or Fudgment, is a Mind which is rightly perſua ane 
great <vorth, and much to be eſteemed it is of greater worth than 
add than the whole eworld , in regard it yields a greater Prat 
than the Pofſeſſion of the whole world could do, And ſurely it muſt 
that a found Mind or Jude ment, is made up of the Knowledge of 
no man can be ſuppoſed to have a @well perſuaded mind, who iz 
witb the Truth, 

It may be admitted, that a man whoſe Fudement is very unſu 
finely, may adorn his Language, and dreſt up | is Sentences with al 
evhich hes in Rhethorick it ſelf 5 yet ſurely all be ſays will bel 
evorthleſs Stuff, yea and much worſe twheve it ſl»ws not from a f 
For in the Fudgment of every wiſe man it will amount to no mon 
well clad or dreſs'd up in a handſome Garment, ſet off to the leſ 


in hi. 
lee too 
4 the 
fy ev: 
au 
Adn; 


that it may infenuate it felf into the good opinion of thoſe, who Wiſh the 

all receive it. 1 As 
' Moſt certain it is, that ſurther than a man's word agree ui inf, 
the Truth, tbo be ſhou'd ſheak like an Angel, and artſully make i 5 


bad Cauſe 5 all his fine words are but as the ſcunding of Braſs, | 


bo it j 
a Cymbal ; and if what be doth be done knowingly, <v;th a dijy 


on its. 


the Truth, be is juſtly to be account-d one of the worſt of men, and 
Ever) hen ſt man of a well inform d Fudgment will ready ce. 
this Truth, viz, That it is much better for a man to embrace tir Comp 
dreſs'd mp in Rags, than to countenance Error adorn d with the it »i/, 
Garments which the utmoſt art of man can put uton it, aces | 
4 | When any man. from a real Concern for his own Happineſs, ſe too y; 
| Inquirer ſer Truth, it will behove im with the preatefiSelidu) Wk 
| devell up n the Inquiry, as one that is in lyve with, and has r that 
to find it: and not like Pontius Pilor 40 drob the Inquiry as þ vain 
| it: For indiſferency in a matter of ſun.h moment is very 0/0 boice, y 
| Mind of Chriſt, and wiilbe a Lett to the Entrance of ſuch a 9 in F 


dom of Glory, in the Day auben the rig htecus Nation which i be, au 
God ſhall enter in. Ste Juha 18 37. Ih 26. 2. ſeen, th 
It is not every ene can ſay with the Apoſtle Paul 2 Ct. ö 
ſhou id every one ſtr ive, to have it in our Power to ſay with vl Wir e! 
do nothing ag aint, but for the Truth, miſt is 
Thoſe men who accuſtom themſelves to think upon the mo ay be c 
may ſadly obſerve, that that moſl excellent and valuable thin; . 2 f 
but a fecv Friends, but a great number of Aduerſaries 3 proballyi Ovetouf; 
preſently kring it sFaveureys to avorldlyGicry,theGod of Truth aer: 


| Honcur better and more laſting for them. And it is much be He, 
| the penerality of Mankind ave ſuch dim+ſig hied Creatures, Wl , 


able to ſee afar cf, or take a pleaſing view of that Glory, i Fn 2g; 


bring thoſe in the world to come, cho are the unteigned . "repoſſe, 
| S:lomon among other things remark'd, that mazy court r , 
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uch better than the Hich) war at the ſame time bated of bis 
4 andthat becauſe of his Poverty, And it may be one of our Obſer- 
lt 41 it was then, ſo it is now and likely to continue until the Faſb- 
y world ſpall paſs away, | 
Javid was in his Exile, and hunted by Saul as a Patridge upon the 
y, be bad but a few to ſide with him; there were but a very few, 
ed his righteous Cauſe; but when Saul was dead, and divine Pro- 
{turned the Scale with a ſmile upon him, there came vaſt numbers 
in from all Quarters, to put him upon the Throne, Even ſo, when 
elus Chriſt, the Lord of Life and Glory, the Son of David and Sow 
in his State of Humiliation, be was bad in Eſfteem but by a very 
t were for the moſt part of the poorer or common ſort of People: 
b the Honourable and Learned of the Nation of the Jecus, rejected 
e evilly entreated him, becauſe of the meaneſs of his Appearance 
a (ir. They looked upon him as a Root ſpringing out of a dry ground, 
moe) ſ not that Comelyneſs which might attract their Love, and 
be bef Adniration of him: For the Honour and Glory of this world, 
wh WT the aſcendant in their Aﬀetions ; walking more by Sight than 
n 45 we are all too inclinable to do. 
e ui infinitely wiſe God purpoſely ſo or ders it that as his Son did not, 
nake f bis Truth make any great Figure in this World, that it may 
eit is that embraces it for its own ſake, and moſt affectionately 
a doo» its on Recommendation; that heveaſter it may be maniſeſt 
ien. and Angels, who it is that doth hoth owpn and honour it in its 
adi ce. Men aubo ad not upon ſuch a baſe and ignoble Principle, 
race i'r Compliments of Congratulation and Praiſe to it, when like the 
th beg it riſes in Glory; but deſpiſe it when it is generally deſpiſed, 
Faces from it hen it is covered with diſmal Clouds of Diſbonour. 
;neſ1, N 190 many by Thouſands, by Millions among men, who are too 
Se Wen dſoip of this World, who <vill not believe that it is at enmity 
has a Wir that be cho is 4 Friend of this World, is an Enemy to God, 
a vain ſor us to expect that multitudes in our Day ſhould follow 
yery 01 Poice, rather to ſuffer IMiction with the People of God for Truths 
þ Hale in Friendſpip with this World, and enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin 
Lich ke ip becauſe they have not an Eye to the Recompence of Reward, 
een, tho of an eternal Continuance, are at too great a Diſtance 
Cot, M worldly minded men, abo ſeek Honour one from another, and 


with ln WF” which comes from God only, Men, who cannot believe, that 


riſt is greater Riches, than all the Treaſures of this World. 
the ml =” be certain, becauſe the God of Truth who cannot lye, bath 
thin; M. 2 Pet, 2. 2. That ſome men would be covetous, and that 
rolally VG ovetouſneſs, the way = 
Trutb Ee: Tbroug h means wher-of men's minds have been prepoſ- 
ich be H cet againſt it, and alſo ac ainſt the ſaithſul Profeſſors of it 
ures, ths nſideration, it's not to be expected, that Truth ſhould meet with 
ory, e Reception from any, but thoſe whoſe minds are fried from 
ed Lov! "repoſſeſſion 4. a ERS 
cou. tb a: it is in Chriſt Feſus, may meet with Acceptance from 
fuch 


Lo te Rich bad many Friends, whereas the Poor, ( notevithRanding 


Truth <vould be evil ſpoken of, and 
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ſach Perſons. whoſe minds are unbyaſs'd and pre-diſpos'd to an hon, 
partial Inquiry after it: As believing that be <uho finds Truth, 6 
choiceft and moft enriching Treaſure. A Treaſure which makes hin 
ally vich in Time, and compleatly rich in Eternity, And therefore g 
folves to make a faithful Fudgment of all that ſhall be offer d n 

Queſtion, and that nothing ſhall determine his Judgment y 
Point, hut clearneſs of evidence; who will not pay a Regard to any ty 
further than they fhall be well ſupported bv the word of God, and Reajn 
ned thereby, even ſuch ascarry the Force of Cnviction to an unprejudil 
So that where and when ever Truth ſhall revail it ſelf upon the Fo 
dence not to be gainſay'd, tho it ſh:uld walk the Streets in Chaing of | 
and <vith a Crown of Thorns upon its Head, he will have his Arn 
open to receive it, 

To ſuch men as theſe the Truth ſpall be welcome, and to the An 
and to the God of Truth, (hall ſuch men as theſe be welcome: Fu i | 
are men of honeft Principles and ſo rarely to be found, that the Lori} 
evill haue them in the higheft Eftimation, as more pvetious thay 
Hedge of Opbir. They ſhall knew the Truth, and the Truth which, 
ir _ ſpall bring them to everlaſting Glory, and eternally mal 

ONN 8. 31. 32. 
J prin many Truths of God, which from time to time have len 
en of, through the Coveteouſneſs of worldly and evil minded men, th 
and Practice of Water Baptiſm, may challenge the firſt Play, 
can number the almoſt innumerable Corruptions which this great ( 
of the Son of God hath ſuffered ſince the firſt Inſtitution of it, bal 
Seb ject and Manner of its Adminiſtration, 

Aſtoniſbinzly ſtrange are the Diviſions which have been, and ſtil bat n 
Chriftian World about it. To inſtance only in a ſew Particula, 
fome who affirm, that Inſant / of eight Days old or leſs are the Suljt 
Others as poſitively aſſirm ( and that not <vithout the ſtrongeſt Rea 
fants are not the Subjects of it at all. 

Some affirm, that ſprinkling a little water fon tht Face, is tie! 
Adminiftring it. This way runs Rome and the moſt of the Ni 
rope, fince the thirteenth Century and ſecond Councel of Revena, 0 
are, who as poſatively aff rm, that the true Way of Adminiſtrirg thy 
is by covering the Party Baptized all over in the Element Wa 
evay went the auhole Chriſtian Church ( ſaith Dr. W hitby [# 
Hundred Tears: This way went the Church of England ( ſ#t9 


vous t 


Wing 


negat. 


Floyer) until the Reign of James the firſt : This cpay goes the ben, 
es to this very Day, as both Dr. Whitby and others inform . g 
according to Dr, — miah Taylor Bp. of Down and Cornet, 08: (2:4, 
to the Senjo and Law of the Church i England ( bow cont) ie man 
Prattice it) as will plainly appear from the Rubrick in King H Argu 
Time, if Sir John Floyer may be depended upon, And ag rern 
Opinion of many of the greateſt Writers of the Church «& Engl Mita; 


Arch - Biſbop Tillotſon, Dr Barlow Bp. of Lincoln, Dr. Burntth 
bury, Dr: Fowler tp. of Giofter, Dr. Jeremiah Taylor Þ 
and Connor, Dr. Wm. King Bp of Londonderry and tate Arch bj 
Dr. Cave, Dr. Towerſon, Dr. Hammond, Dr. Ed wardy 1 


Very des 
(as 1 as 


Truth 
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| f 

on Knatchbull, Sir John Floyer, Mr. Mead, Mr Burket, { 

1% Vaſt number beſides f none of the ſmalleſt Reputation; / 
ann un go the Anabaptiſts, and that beeawſe it is the way 


| the Holy Scriptures direct them, A way of which they ſee no cauſe 
md in the Practice whereof they are under no neceſſity to creep into 
\ being modefily confident, they are able by fair Reaſoning, in the De- 
it, to engage any man who is diſpoſed to controvert this Point with 


- 
— — 
2 2 


— ö — 
— ——ö—ä—F — 
- 


/m that the Sign of the Croſs, Crame, Spitth, Salt, Sec. ſhowld be 
e 4dninifration of Baptiſm, this way runs Myſtery Babylon, and þ 
, too nearly related to ber; others there be; who as ft affirms ' 
% things are unwarrantable by Holy Scripture : this way go Pro- 9 
. ty 2enerally, and in which they agree with the Anabaptiſts, ſome 0 


Godſathers and Godmothers, others will have none Oh evonder- 


be eh all theſe Diviſions ſhowld call for great Searchings of Heart in 
For M and the 17 diligent Search of Holy Scripture : Eſpecially in all 
rd TY earneftly long for unity of Faith and Affectians among them who pro- 
chan (ion to tbe Syn of God, All ſuch ſhould be moſt ſeriouſly intent is 


hiche 
make 


ines ſor Truth, upon all Queſtions relating to this great Inſtitution 
hel: And the rather becauſe through the means of theſe Diviſions, 
probable a great number of our Countrymen have been burri'd inte 
Contempt of it, and the moſt publick Proteſtations againſt it; mak- 
Irticle of their Profeſſion, that Water-Baptiſm is a uſeleſs thing, 


— — = IT I — 
r — r 
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E 
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de lem 
en, the 


Place, Practice of it ſhould be for ever laid aſide, as a weak and begg arly 4 
great (NR This way goe the Quakers, whoſe miſtakes of Fudgment about 


n Practice are much to be lamented. 


„ both 
will be granted that Truth upon all poſſible ſimple Queſtions, is but 


=. Io * 


1d [ill it nothing can be true which is in Coniradiction to it; if the 1 
lan. put, is Water-Baptiſm an Ordinance of the Goſpel or not ? the [he 
he Hu ted is capable of receiving no Anſwer but one in Truth: And [7 
Hedi ber be, it is, or it is not. And we muſt all own that if it be not, 


1% the 


to continue it; but if it be, the Danger attends the Neglect 
| if the 
the Nats 


upon the ſuppoſition that it is an Ordinance of Chriſt 3 
are Infants the Sab jecks of it, or are they not? the Anſwer eubich 


na, ( ruth muſs either be, that they are, or that they are not. If they k 
1. 4 eroxs to deny it them; but if they are not, the Danger lyes in giv- jd 
+ of Wat a if, 
ty | % ont of TRUT H upon this ſingle Queſtion, whether it i 
( ſaith negativs or the affirmative Anſwer, is the Deſign of the ſol- | 1/0 
1 the ments. In the which, if I am miftaken, as it 1s not impoſſeble I 1 
m 1 ſo great a Diſtance from that remarkable Spot in Italy, wherein | 
ned only to center, I ſ1y if I am miſtaken, it is my hearty De- | 
cone man or other may diſcover my Miſtake 3 may give ſuch An» | n 
ing Lie Arguments, and advance ſuch others, as may be ſuſſicient to 1 
110110 i #dement that I am miſtaken, while J have an opportunity of 

of Engl Miſtake. | 
Bur" e deed I am right, and the Truth lies on the negative fide of 4 
ylor 147 preſent believe it doth ) then do J as heartily deſtre, that | 8 
4 wt Iruth may accompany theſe Arguments with his Bleſſing to every | 
Wal | * 


inquiring | 


perſuaded. 
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inguiring Soul, that they may carry ſuch clearneſs of Evidence a; y 
youghly convince all who oppoſe me, that the miſtake ftands on thei [ 
this I am ſure of (iſ I can be ſure of my own Intentions) that | 
knowledge of Truth I aim at, and thereby the Glory *of Chrift nj 
and Neighbours Good. 

I am of Opinion, I ſhall baue few «who will differ from me eþon thi 
viz. that whether I be right or wrong in the preſent Queſtion, yet | 
to ſpeak as I think; and am (even as all other men) under a neceiq 
low the Perſuaſion of my mind, to ſpea* the Truth in my Heart 1 m 
bour, and boneſtly expreſs my inward Sentiments; for by ſo dung 
were) turn my ſelf inſide out, fairly ſhewing what my Perſuaſion iz 
Grounds thereof, to the Intent I may put it into the Power of tho, of 
me well, to convince me or at leaſt to perform the part of a kind Ni 
endeavouring to convince me, that my mind touching this Point i; w 


Into whoſe hands theſe Arguments will paſs aſter they paſs out | 
know not, nor doth my Ignorance in this Particular give me the liſ 
neſs, I know they may probably fall into the hands of ſome ul 
it to judge before they think, From ſuch men as tbeſe I expe# mu 
that a ſevere Sentence ſhall be ſpeedily paſs'd, and perhaps the whil 
condemn'd to the Flames before the half of them is read. 

But cobere they fall into the bands of ſuch, who will not paſs Ju 
til a fair Tryal and juſt Examination of all Evidences ; from all | 
promiſe my ſelf tender Treatment, and will believe the Judgment 
will expreſs their inward Sentiments, and honeſtly ariſe ſrom ile 
of their Minds, altho after all, their Sentence may probably be tle 
of a miſtaken underſtanding. | | 

I can ſafely declare both with Lip and Pen, that I have a cen 
gard for all ſober men, whoſe way of thinking differs from mint; 
the eftabliſh'd Charch, or any Denomination of Diſſenters from het, 
biterian, Independent or Quaker, who are good natur d men, ani 
abborrence of an angry perſecuting Spirit, wwho can look pleaſant) d 
evhoſe Perſuaſion of Mind differs from his, and would not hurt 6 
Neighbour's Head, <vere it ever ſo much in hi, Power to do it. 
as always lies open to, and who reſolves he will never ftifie Com 
chearſully yields to Truth in all its Appearances, and with Plenſur' 

Miſta kes of bis Judgment, as ſpeedily as they come to h Know 
yet at the ſame time is moſt faithful to his preſent Conceptioni, u 
proſtitute his Conſcience to any feſbly or evorldly view, in concealin! 
fron of his Mind, or reſuſing to make a Confeſſion of that Faith® 
which is fix'd in his Heart, thre' a ſlaviſh ſear of diſobligin? an 
beartilj reſolves to the utmeſt of bis Power to pleaſe God rat her! 
and cvill not content himſelf with the Profeſſion of eubat he be lieull 
without making a Conſeſſion of it; heartily deſigning the Bf 
ber to whom he makes that Profeſſion, 

Such a man as this I take to be an honeſt man, altho' I ng 
miſtaken in his Fudę ment, perhaps in many Particulars, 

But as for all ſuch of what Denomination ſoever, who art! 
cannot look pleaſantly upon by entertain one favourable thougit 0 
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41s of Religion or Conſcience di ſſent from, or are of @ comtrary Mind 
m; who diſ ins uiſb themſelves (as ſome do) even in the Put, as well 
jvate Converſati.2, in ſpeaking evil of thoſe who fer from them, as if 
4 ſecret Pleaſure in beſpattering their Characters; eſpecially the poor 
tilts, loading hm with all ile Reproach wherewith they cau pohly 
them; moved by the flaming Zeal of 4 mifenſarm'd and miſeg uided 
nding, which tranſports them not only beyond the bounds of Chriſtianity, 
Humanity alſe, Such an Antiſcriptural and Roman Oatholick like 
hewel it ſelf in a ſolemn League and Covenant, made not many 
Lars ſince againſt the A rmiuians, Independants, Ana baptiſts, &#c. 
| not -ome into the ſame way of Thinking with them : ſuch heady, bigh 
entlemew as theſe, by what name ſoever they are call d, tho" I am hound 
em wwe , to pity the greatneſs of their Ignorance, and the madneſs of 
u, and to be alcvays ready to perform any good Offices to them ; yet 
the Baptiſts in general, may with Fuffice deſpiſe them, even as they 
| d by them. | 
ſuch men as theſe are miſtaken upon any controverted Point, it is 
n impoſſibility to faſten Conviction on them : For the Furiouſneſs of 
t. and the ungovernableneſs of their Paſſion, will not [uffer them to 
an) Subje, as reaſonable men ought todo So that they can neith- 
o their own, nor ſpeak to the Edification of other mens underſtanding. 
FF therefore 1 cannot expect, that tbese Arguments againſt Infants 
n all m, can have the deſir d Effect: For it is highly probable, they 
ment | ſerve as ſreſu Fexvel to the Fire already kindled in their unſanctiſy d 


be th countable, for Truth muſt be deſended. 

ade, as all things of this kind going into the World muſt be ſubmit- 
a 0e, or the Lot wwbich ſhall be aſſien'd it, ſo muſt ibis. I re- 
mint; gef any of my Readers, but that which try one of them is bound 


n her, M . that they will bring theſe Arguments to the Teft of Holy 
0, and and Reaſon tightly infa d, and to weigh the Abole in the even 
ſanth e #Pbyas'd and impartial Judgment 3 and then I am content 
vun = be as their Light withih ſpe! Braid, thas is, according to 


do it. Aton of their mindt, and in which they baue my good Wiſbes, that 
Cemil of God wuboſe | is to guid well liboſed Soils into all Truth, 
ple nem to the moft juſt and righteous Fon + the mean while 
; Lo x — of my benaſ Intentions in ſending theſe Argu- 
tions, e World. 5 : 

wm 7 thoſe who know ths Tixtth, to confirm and eftab/iſh them in 
SL ALS | | 

gin 1” ** theſe who know wot the Truth, but are willing to kitow it 3 
d e,“ Handigs, to aſiſt their Enquiries and belþ thim to the 
ve belieuul! . 


em to thoſe who know not the Truth, and are 
ret; contenting themſelves, in 4 flateof Indifferency, as net 
ether Truth or Error be uppermoſt ; to awaken them to a Godly 
rift and their own Souls, in a diligent Search for that, which 
© carefully ſearched for than thouſand: of Gold and Siler, 
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n the make it blaze and flame the more; but ſhould it be fo, I ſhall not 
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10 To the Reader. 
I ſend them to thoſe who know not the Truth, and being pre-inpavgt 
Notions, which have made the earlieſt Impreſſions upon them, and tha | 
in which they have been educated, are pre-reſolved they never ill by 
#hing in Oppoſition to it; I ſay my Deſien is to leave them witho 
And now, that the Lord Feſus may have Glory, and that TRUTj 
ſairly ſhine forth, is the unfeigned Deſire of 


Curteous Reader, 
a real Friend to Truth, and a l 


Well Wiſher to thy Soul, 
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Infants net the Subjects of Chriſtian Baptiſm, 


2 H E 


| 
dm a Sacrament as it 


an out ward Sign of 


d Grace. page 1 to 4. 
n a Sacrament at it 
an Oath of Allegi- 
Chriſt 4. to 6. 
n the Neceſſity there 
hoſe who receive a 
t ſnould converſe by 
th the things which 
y'd thereby. 6. to 8. 


n Infants being in- 


df Faith and Repen- 
th which are juſtly 
of Perſons to be 

8. to 10. 


2 Infants want of 


enter into a Cove- 
God. 10 & 11. 
the Neceſſity there 
rlons to anſwer a 
ſcience to God in 
11. to 13. 

the inacceptable- 
Acts in Religion 
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ONTENTS. 


guments. | 


Arguments. 


which ſpring not from Faith 
and Love. 13. and 1 
8. and 9. From the Uſel 
nels of Baptiſm to Infants, 
both with reſpect to this, 
and the World to come. 22. 
to 31. | 
10. From the want of a 
Warrant from the holy Scip- 
tures for the Practice of bay. 
tizing Infants. 31 and 32. 
11. From the want of a 
Precept in Scripture expreſiꝝ 
commanding it, or Precident 
expreſly ſhewing 1t to be the 
Practice of holy Men menti- 
oned therein, as alſo the 
want of Conſequences fairly 
ariſing from Scripture in it's 
Favour. 33. to 37. 
12. From the Practice of 
baptizing Infants, being con- 
trary to the holy Scripture: 


37 to 39. 


>. __ = — a 
— A * 9 Ie... — — —— Mu. 1 ** 


13. From 


— — 
- 


— — 
ih * > — 


ay — 


— * — — — ——ͤ—e— 


—_—_ 


LI 


11 
Arguments. 
13. From the holy Scrip- 


tures commanding an Action 
in the Party to be baptized, 
and ſpeaking preceptively to 
them. 39 to 42. 
14. From the bapti / ing 
Infants being contrary te the 
Senſe and Practice of the pri- 
mitive Chriftians in the firf 
and pureſt Ages of the Gol- 
pel. 42 to 45 
15. From it's lead ing Chriſ 
tian Communities iuto Con. 
fuſion, purting it out of thei, 
Power to know whether ſc- 
veral of their Members were 
ever baptiz'd or ot, 45.46. 
16. From 1ts leading Pro- 
teſtant Communities to coun- 
.renznce the Superſtitions of 
the Remiſb Antichriſt ian Bap- 
tiſm. 46 to 49. 
17. From its putting Chriſ- 
tian Communities under a 


Neceſſity of caſting away ]!hort of true C 


of 


The CONTENTS. 


20. From its leadin 


Argument; 


Chriſtian Diſcipline. 

18, From its puttiy 
ons baptiz'd under a 
licy of growing wg 
worſe after Baptiſn, 
than better, as the dc 
require them to «, 
ta 53. 

19. From its putti 
lons under a Tempn 
take up their Satie 
what was done fort 
Infancy, without eie 
ing whether right or 


tian Communities in 
conſiſtency with th 


21. From its beiws 
ry to the Doctrine 
Prophets and all the 
in that it makes R 
on to conſiſt in 


69 to 77. 


(0efathers and Godrc- 
theis neither warranted 

by Seriptute or Realort, 14 
i | to 22, 
hy wee the Invention 
of the 5th Century. 9. to 1c. 


I. fancs Bapti m was (firſt | 


brought in on a Suppoſition 


Sp-ne remarkable Parts of the Cl 


that they could r0 
without it, mils 
Ser ſe of our Lol 
to Nichodemus, Ji 
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emarkable Parts of the Contents. iii 


d's Supper allo, as 
o they could nor be 
thout it, from a miſ- 
our Lord's Words, 
p. 31. 

the Salvation of In- 
ng without either of 
ments, is not to be 
made evident, as 
the Mercy of God 


the Merit of Chriſt, 


jd 23. to 25. 
ovenant which God | 
1 Abraham and his 
$ 2 ſpiritual Cove- 
| made with true 
45 his {p!ritual Secd 
p. 67 and 68. 
Right to Baptiſm 
inferr'd from that 
which Abraham's 
1 the Covenant of 
which God made 
and them. p. 34. 
n it be inferr'd 
ircumciſing of In- 
r the Law, more 
Right to the Lord's 
n be inferr'd from 
t to the Paſſover! 
Lw. p. 34 
it be inferr'd from 
paying concerning 
it of ſuch is the 
leaven. P. 34. 
Nicht to B̃iptilm 
bterr'd from the 
laying that they 
ore than from 


| 


thence may be inferr'd their 
Right to the Supper. p. 35. 

Nor can their Right to 
Baptiſm be inferr'd from the 
Apoſtles baptizing Houſholds 


more than we may conclude 


their Right to the Lord's 
Supper, from whole Houſh- 
olds eating the Paſſover un- 
der the Law. 5 

The great Poſſibility of 
Men's being miſtaken about 
Conſequences. p-. 33 

The God of Order hath 
appointed a beautiful Order 
co be oblerv'd in that Obe- 
dience we pay to him, each 
Duty following the other in 
a regular Succeſſion; as firſt 
of all muſt come Converſion, 
or Regeneration, after that 


a profeſſed Faith in Chriſt, 


next in proper Place and Or- 
der comes Water Baptiſm. 
p. 26 and 27. 

Some Remarks on the 
Church of Scotland's Catechize 
laying, that the Children 
whoſe Parents are both, or 
but one of them Believers, 
are in Covenant, and have 
a Right to Baptiſm. p. 59 
to 62. 

Remarks on the Church 
of Scotland's Catechize ſayin 
none out of the viſible Church 
ought to be baptized, untill 
they profeſs Faith in and O- 
bed iience to Chriſt. p. 65.866. 
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nts not the Subjects of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm. 
ne Argument s again Infants ſuppoſed Right to 


APT 15/0: 


Argument the Firſt. 


e Baptiſm be a Sacrament, then Infants are not the Subjects 
but Water Baptiſm is a Sacrament, therefore Infants are not 
ds of it, N 

ned by a"! Parties to the Queſtion, that Water Baptiſm i. a 
; wherefore nothing in the Argument can be deny'd but 
quence of the major, in Defence of which I further argue. 


onſequence of the major is True. IF 
acrament is an outward Sign of .an inward and ſpiritual 
erefore the Conſequence of the major is True. 


ties do allow that Water Baptiſm is a Sacrament, ſo they 
dw, that 3 Sacrament is an outward Sign of an inward and 
race, and therefore they can deny no part of this Argu- 
he Conſequence of its major, for Proof of which I further 


have not that inward and ſpiritual Grace, whereof a Sa- 
an outward Sign, then the Conſequence of the majoris 


ts haye not that inward and Spiritual Grace, whereof a 
Is an outward Sign; therefore the Conſequence of the 
e, and ſo the whole is true as was to be proved. 


zoing Argument may otherwiſe be explained and ſtated 
o Perſon has a right to Water Baptiſm, but ſuch a Per- 


2 tight to it under the Notion of a Sacrament, 
B 2 But 


ment be an outwardSign of an inward and ſpiritual Grace, 


7 0 
lt 
9 
9 
6 
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a Infants not the Subject l of 


Bot 2 firtfe Iafam has vo right to it under the notion of: 
ment; therefore a little Latant has no right toPPater B/ y 

Sinte as before obſcived, all Parties to the Queſtion aye; 
that Water Baptiſi is a Sacrament 3-it is thence. evident, 90 
this Argument can be deny'd but the minor, in ſupport of y 
further argue * 

Thoſe Perſons to whom Water Baptiſm cannot he adm 
ſo as that it ſhould be in them, an outward Sign of an ina 
ſpiritual Grace; they ate ſuch Perſons, as to whom it © 


adminiſtted under the notion of a Sacrament, it 
But Water Baptiſm cannot be adminiftred to [ofants, as 20; 0 
Siga of an inward and ſpiritual Grace. e 


Therefore Infants are ſuch Perſons, 36 to whom Mater BH be 
not be adminiſtred under the Notion of a Sacrament. 
In Defence of the Minor Propufition of this Argument, ro 
the only part of it thatwill be deny'd, I furtner argue, 
Thoſe Perſons who in the Judgment of diſcreet thinki 
cannot be ſuppos d to have an inward and ſpiritual Grace, 
Perſons as unto whom Water Bajtifm cannot be adminiftred bee 
ward Signof ſuch Grace. n, u 
But Infants are ſuch Perſons who in the Judgment ne 
. ona Men, cannot be ſuppos'd to have an inward cf, rise 
Grace. 
Therefore Infants are ſuch Perſons at tu whom Water By 
not be adminiſtred as an outward Sign of ſuch Grace, av 
proved. And fince Baptiſm is a Sacrament, and a SacramaWh:ir | 
outward and vifible Sign of an inward and ſpiritual GaffWWirity 
cannot be adminiftred to them as a Sacrament, it will the harn 
dent. that Infants ate not the Subjects uf Chriftian BapiWMrinciy 
very clear Demonſtration. See the Church of Ema. O 
a Sacrament, and the Aſſembly of Divines Con'cilion, Pod i 
Paragraph 21. and their larger Catechiſe on the Parts f WW! Geri 
mont, and conſider how the ſpiritual Relation, or Sacramenth ; 
doth ſubſiſt, which is in every Sacrament between the op 
Thing fignified ; 2nd judge whether either of the Parts 
eda met, when it is by it ſelf alone, and without i 
which it bears © ſpiritual Relation, and with which it Ia 
Sacramental Union; and then judge how Mater Bain 
S2crament to an Infant, in whom there is not that inward 
tual Grace which is one part of the Sacrament, and" 
join'd in a Sacramental Union with the outward and . 
compoſes or frames the Sacrament. See his Grace 
late Arch Biſhop of Dublis in his Inv:ntions of Man in tel 

| wr when he Wag Biſhop ofDerry p. 175. 0 the Partsof? 
© If the Doctrine of 4nabajtiſm, with which we are fil 
goth not ma ke us better Proteſtants than others of ou 
we are ſure it doth not ma ke us worſe, as tq this Fart | 
Number of Sacraments. We contend nar for, but prof the 
are Number Goren, and give ove Conſens. (hy "BI 6 


Chrillian Baptiſm. 3 


or at the fame time obſerving, that tho* we acrbunt 
ments to be outward Signs of inward Grace, yet we muſt 
1 all ourward Signs of inward Grace to be Sacraments. | 
ly affirm this, which I ſuppoſe will be deny'd by none, 4 
co Obedience which a Child or a Servant payt to the ' 
hof 2 Father or Maſter, are outward Signs of that inwatd 3 
whence thoſe Acts of Obedience ſhould flow; that is to 5 
Love to, or Fear of the Father or Maſter, or elſe (which 0 
ther Love. to, or Fear of God, who tomman i that Obe- A 
in like manner every Ad of Obedience which a man yields 4 
ofthe Commands of God, are outward Signs of that in- 4 
or Principle of Action, which hath. its Seat in the Heart 4 
nerared, from whence that Obedience (if right and ac> J 
Gol ) doth certainly atiſe; to witt an holy Love to, and # 
rof God: So Prayer, reading the Holy Scriptures &e. 
„el Signs of inward Grace, and as truly ſuch as Baptiſm 


ent, | 


abi be not Szcrament. | 
race, WW boly Principle, which may be ply an the Spring of 
\ red obedience, may poſſibly have a Place in the Hearts of men 


n, who are capable of exercifing their Reaſon, and of rea- 
mſel ves into a Compliance with the will of God; on 
tciſe depends this inward Principle, which is a ſpiri- [ 
und of Faith, Fear and Love. neither of which can poſc 8 
a being in an Heart void of Underſtanding Wherefore 


1ent of 


d and 


ter E 


e, 24 vlWittle Infants are without Underſtinding or the Power of { 
acran Wir Reaſon, it is muſt evident they are without that in- 1 
al C ntual Grace, whereof Water Baptiſm is an outward Sign, ; 
be harmleſs and happy Iofants, are without Faith, Fear and bf 
in Bap raciple or Spring of ſpiritual Motion, without which-all 5 
„ Obedience fignifie nothing, nor indeed doth a juſt and bl 
eil Pod (eek for any ſuch Principle in them. 1 
Parts of BW! lignifie Prayer, Reading, and hearing the Word of Gad! 
came in God, without Love to him, and a holy filial 
the d: All theſe things and whatever elſe poſſibly nameable } 
Parts Fant and will never recommend any man to the divine 
chout Whom there is not that inward Grace, whereof theſes 1 
h it U eward Signs, See Gal. 5. 6. In Chriſt J.ſus neither Cir- j 
Baptin Wi any thing nor uncircamciſton, but Faith which worketh k 
inward  12. 6. Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Gad. Rom. 14. ! 
and WB is wee of Faith i Sin, From all which we juſtly infer, [ 
and , Baptiſm be a Sacrament, it cannot be ſo to an In- 1 
; race enly be ſo to fach who are capable of having that hy 
in the of it is an outward Sign, yea and morg than what is f 
arif ward Sign, becauſe in a Sacrament the outward and A 
are fil joyn'd to the inward invifible Grace by a Sacramen- is 
of our the Afemblies Confeſſion rightly obſerves, and which 9 
, Fate ie the wiſeſt and juſteſt Biſtinction which ſhould bs N 


t p the outward Sign in a Sacrament, and other out- 


they 1 Signs of Grace which are not Sacraments 5 which 
NY * * ' - * © eonfider'd 


4 Infants ngt the Subjects of 
confider'd fairly brings us to this Conclufion, that a Sacp 


notb e adminiſtred to an Infant, or to any irrational C 
Regard no Part of it can be to them an outward Sign (f 
Grace, for it cannot be a Sign of what neither is, nor 0 
- © Whence it is evident that Water Baptiſm cannot þ 
red to an Infant as a Sacrament, becauſe in ſuch Admin 
doth not anſwer to the Nature of a Sacrament, wanting 
ciple Part, to which the outward Sign has a ſpiritual Re 
to which t is join'd in a Sacramental Udon: and being 
ſelf, it is at moſt but a, Sign without the Thing fignified,; 
we are ſure the thing fignifi'd cannot be, it is a Sign gf 
and ſo in reality it is no Sign at all, and manifeſtly con, 
Intention and Uſe of a Sign, which is, to fignifie ſomel 
always ſyppoſes the being of that which it fignifies, | 
quence of all which, I ſay,that ſince Water Bapfiſm is a Sac 
cannot be adminiſtred to an Infant as ſuch, it ought ng 
miniftred to it at all. | 8 
To paſs on, let it be obſerv'd that as we agree upon 
tion of a Sacrament, to be an outward Sign of an inward( 
we alſo agree in another Definition of it, viz. that it isn 
ſuch as the ancient Romans took to be true to their Gere 
ma kes way to argue further againſt Infants ſuppoſed Ry 
tiſm from the Nature of a Sacrament, according to thi 
or deſcription of it. | | 


Argument the Second 


If Water. Baptiſm be a Sictrament, it cannot be adminif 
Infant; but Water Baptiſm is a Sacrament, — therefor 
The Conſequence of the Major in this Argument will 
ny'd, and will be ſecur'd as followeth. | 
If a Sacrament be an Oath, by which the Perſon wil 
doth ſolemnly ſwear Allegiance to the Lord Jeſus Chl 
Conſequence of the Major is true; 
But a Sacrament is an Oath c. therefore the Can 
the Major is tru-. £6 
la Defence of the Conſequence of this laſt Argument 
If it be not in the Power of little Infants to ſwear f 
the Lord J-ſus Chriſt, then the Conſequence of the I 
But it is not in the Power of little Infants to ſweat 
Chriſt— therefore as was to be proved, and by whic 
evident, that Water Baptiſm as it is a Sacrament or Un 
ance, cannot be adminiſtred to little Infants, by whom! 
can be taken, and of whom no ſuch Oath is requir%. 
Juſtice can be, fince they have not the Power of mul 
Oh is in its own Nature a very ſolemn thing, he 
which, calls for the greateſt ſolidity of Thought, adi 
berate Exerciſe of the Underſtanding; becauſe it 11 
upon the Soul, the non obſervation of which, may 
tion of the Perſon who txkesit, Which confider'd 
ſuppoſe; thata little Infant is capable of taking a0 


; Chriſtian Baptiſm. 5 


I bposer of ſuch Conſideration: Surely this is highly unrea- 
on of rerefore fince-2 Sacrament is an Oath, the adminiſtring 
or pt do whom it cannot be ſuch, is to deſtroy the very nature 
ot E the giving it to one, unto whom it cannot puffibly bo 
Amin Oath 3 is to make it an Oath, and not an Oath at the 
nting WS, which is a manifeſt Inconſiſtaney. Wherefore this Ar- 
al Na and good againſt Infant's Right to Baptiſm, ſo long 
ing ned that a Sacrament is rightly defined to be an Oath, 
fied. of ut 20d natural Import of the Word; againſt which 
in of A the Pedobaptiſts can have no juſt Exception, becauſe it 


cont N, 
1. yof Cheſter who was a Gentleman of none of the ſmalleſt 
lies. »ng the Presbiterians, in his Communicants Companion, thus 
x Sac crament) p. 2d. and 3d. viz. © A Sacrament is an Oath,; 


ht da dbe ancient Romans took, to be true to their Generals: 
rituals or in Religion) it is an Oath of Allegiance to the 
upon (Ws Chriſt, by which we ingage our ſelves to be his du- 
nwarl WY loyal Subjects. | | 
t isn Account of the fignification of the Word Sacrament, 
r Gene :rc/ay gives us in bis Apology. And tho' he was neither 
ed Mor ?edobaptiſt, yet 1 a 99 of Learning, hit 
to this ay be depended upon for the Senſe of a Word, as well 
zmentof another; for by how much the more indiffe- 
4 „as to the ſideing with either Party, by ſo much, the 
„ ed ſhould be paid to his Explication. Bat I ſuppofe 
admin pedobaptiſts will diſpute this Definition of a Sacrament, 
zerefor re hope they will deliberate upon this Point, and ſeri- 
nt wi what Anſwer they would give to Chriſt in the Day of 
4 ould this Queſtion be then put to them, viz. how could 
ſon e be adminiftred to little Infants as a Sacrament when 
us Cortes had defin'd it to be an Oath, which it is obvious 
d the Power of taking ? WT 
he Cu incumbent on all Mankind (I mean thofe who are 
| take a Sacrament in this remarkable ſenſe ; to take it 
erung f Allegiance to the Lord Jeſus: For what can any man 
foo bpe for from Chriſt, who refuſes to ſwear Loyalty to 
the eſuppoſe that a man's refuſing it, is leſs than to refuſe 
de lould reign over him. Mt. Henry's Doctrine in his Com- 
7 wh anion, p. 68. is to be accounted very good, in which 
nt 07 © Pit we muſt enter into a Covenant with the Lord our 
Wr bis Oath; for that elſe he will not own us for his 
quiet a which it appears to me very evident, that no 
et 0 9 W* Sacrament, but he who takes the O A T H, for 
ag, Io Oath it is no Sacrament. | hs 
ht, a0 d the Supper of the Lord fignifie nothing to any, but 
e it i lemaly give themſelves up to Chriſt, and _— 
may 0" ce to him. Thoſe Perſons who are to be Baptized, 
idet * themſelyes up to God, and then to his Church ac- 
ng 2 Will, 2 Gr, 8. 5. Until they do this they do nothing 
; | ati 


6 Infants nor the Subjects of 


Until this be done, there is nothing done which will be 
to God. Conſequently Water Baptiſm cannot be a4 
. a Sacrament to an Infant, who wants the Power of eine 


up to Chriſt, or of taking an Qath of Allegiance to bi 


an one i Stranger to the Miftery that lies in Baptſa 
not the Power te converſe by Faith, with the thing it 
which yet is ſo neceſſary that no man cat promiſe bio 
from a Sacrameot, further than be converſes by Faith withe 
js therein fignify'd. Which leads me to argue further 
fants Right to Baptiſm from the nature of 2 Sacramen; 


Argument the Third, 


It is moſt ridiculous to adminiſter a Sacrament to 1 li 
But Water Baptiſm is a Sacrament. | 
Therefore it is moſt ridiculous to adminifter Water h 
an lufant. | | 

For ſupport of the Major Propoſition of this Argumer 
argue. 
It is moſt ridiculous to adminiſter a Sacrament to ons 
under 4 natural and una voidable neceſſity of receiving j 
But to 1dminifter a Sacrament to a little Infant, isto 
it to ane who lies under a natural and unayoidable ne 
caving it in vain. | 
Therefore it is moſt ridiculous to adminiſter 2 Sac 
little Infant. | 

As no part of this Argument can be deny'd but the Mi 
make it gaad by the following Argument. | 
To adminiſter a Sacrament to one who, has it not! 
to converſe by Faith with the thing fignifi'd, is to ad 
one who lies under a natural and unavoidable necefiity 
it in vain. | ö 

But to adminiſter a Sacrament to a little Infant, i 
it to one who has it not in in his Power to converſe} 
the thing ſigniſi'd. | 

There fore to adminiſter a Sacrament to alittle lift 
miniſter it to one-wholies under a natural and unavul 
of receiving it in vain, as was to be proved. Aud vi 

roves, that it is muſt ridiculous to adminiſtet 2 i 


nfant. | | at 
I am perſuaded that all the knowing Gentle 
this. Controverſy, will readily give it as their Opin 
diculous to adminiſter a Sacrament to an Idiot, at wil 
and will account the Reason which ſupports the Con 
Argument, as moſt ſufficient to maintain theif 
an Idiot isnot capable to converſe by Faith with f 
770 in a Sacr1ment 3 which is certainly a good Real 
ity of Reaſon, is with the utmoſt Juftice carry d u 
1 — an Infant's want of Power to converſe yh 


ard Chriſt in a Sacrameaty is equally abs ſame ul 


j( 
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4 where the want of Power is equal, the Argument taken . 
ch want of Power, is equally forcible againſt both, . 
n in his Communicants Companion, p. 2. Hath theſe or like i 
> bi hich are both remarkable and pertinent ro the Point 'in 
. „boever ſhall content themſelves with the Sign only, 3 
2 it iu convzrfing by Faiih with the thing fignified, do receiver 
n race of God in vain: 2 Sacrantents ( mark, Sacraments f 
io WS Plucal number) will be to them, what Parables were to 
her i bo were will fully blind, they will blind them the more; 
en och as they have the Shadow without the Subſtance, 
ell without the Kerna l. i | Wa 3 
 MDod:ine of Mr. Heuty I am firmly perſuaded, is agreeable 
a ln cles of God; for that all the Prophets and Apoſtles do 
WM teach the ſame things, inſtructing mankind im this Be- 
ater zs Faith without Works is dead, ſo alſo are Works with- | 
, a linking Carcaſs in the Aecount of. our Redeemer, q 
une WF: ich it is impoſſible to pleaſe God if any AR of Religion. 4 
Ls Faith which mads the Firſtlings of his Flock a more 
to oe Srcrifice, than the Fruits of Cas Ground, The Har- 
wing vas juſtifi'd by works in receiving the Spies, but yet it 1 
, ech that ſaved her. Abrabam was juſtifi'd by works, : 
le weer d up his Son Iſaac ; but yet it was his Faith which 1 
works acceptable, and which was imputed to him for 
2 ee, It was Wab's Faith which made the Ark the In- q 
bis and his Children's Sal vation from that Flood, which A 
the Ma deftroy'd an unbelieving World. So it is Faith in 
i mike Sacraments acceptable Sacrifices, and give them | 
it not or in his Noſtrils. | WEI | 
to 200825 the Doctrine of the Apoſtles, ſo it was alſo of their i 
ech Bal the great taught the fame Leſſon, when laying, ; 
WT d Baptiſm are two means of Salvation, nearly allied and 
ant, le: For Faith is perfected by Baptiſm, and Baptiſm is 
averſe upon Faith, | | | j 
= indeed in ſuch ſort allied to Baptiſm, as to be inſepe- I 
tile M to it, and that on which it is founded ? How then can | 
una uppoſed to have a Right to Chriftian Bapiiſm, more 
Aud , knee the latter bas as much the Power of converfing 
st 2 Wh the thing fignifi'd in a Sacrament, at the former: 
och is they have no tight at all. 5 
entletv WF: Opinion and Advice in Reference to this Point if wor- 
Opin eſt Eſtimation and univerſal acceptance, 28 mentioned, 
d at ur late Biſhop of Down and Connor in his Liberty 0 
ide Cu 23, vie. That the Baptiſon of [ofants ſhould he defer* 
theit G peld give an Account of their Faith. I could heartily A 
; with ice might be candidly received by all the Pedobap- | 
od Ret eadom. I will uſe my beſt endeavours to enforce it, 
as + Succeſs to himy unto whom of Right it ought ta bs 
e 0% 1 . „ == 
ſame 1 | 0 | Arg uren 5 


8 Infants not the Subjects of 
Argument the Fourth, 
There are no Perſons ſhould be accounted the Subje&z 
Baptiſm, but ſuch who are able to anſwer that, which the 
moſt juſtly requir'd of them. y 
But thete is «hat moſt juſtly requir'd of Perſons to he 
which little Infants are not able to anfwer, _ 
Therefore little Infants ate not the Subjects of Water! 
* maintain the Minor Propoſition of this Argument,! 
rgue. | 
Faith and Repentance are juſtly requir'd of Perſons to be hy 
But little Infants are not able to anſwer that, which in theb 
culars are juſtly requir'd of Perſons to be baptized. 
Therefore there is that moſt juſtly requir'd of Perſonsto 
tized, which little Infants are not able to anſwer, in conl 
of which we rightly ſay, that little Infants are not the Sy 
Chriftian Baptiſm. 5 
The eſtabliſh'd Church of Ireland doth certainly expreſyt 
upon this Queſtion, viz. What is requir'd of Perſons to be ht 
fo which nſ{wer is given, agreeable to the Account off 
Teſtament, Repentance whereby they forſake Sin, an 
whereby they fedfaRtly believe the Promiſe God, n 
them in that Sacrament, | 
Jobn the Baptiſt did (as do all the Baptiſts to this Dy 
Repentance of thofe who came to his Baptiſm ; Ririftly 
them, to bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance, worthyof 
ment of Life, and denied Baptiſm to thoſe, in whom he 
thoſe Fruits, Mat. 3. 6. to 12, Luke 3. 18 tn 15. In lik 
the Apoſtle Peter called for Repentance as a Qualification 
tiſm, 4s 2. 39. and baptized ſuch only, who gladly rt 
Word. The Apoſtle Paul in all Places preach'd Repentance 
God, and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 4s 20 
Whoever reads with Obſervation the Hiſtory of the Apo 
will ſee, that theſe faithful Stewards of the divine Miſtericst 
to baptize none, but ſuch who made Profeſſion of Faith 
Philips's Anſwer to the Eunuchs Queſtion, What hindrin 
tized? was, if thou believeſt, thou mayeſt ; which plainl 
that if he did not believe, his unbeliet would hinder him: 
on the Eunuchs profeſſing Faith in Chriſt as the Sond 
baptized him: And when the Smmaritans ptofeſſed Faithi 
trine concerning Chriſt and his Kingdom, he baptized! 
Men and Women, A#s 8. 12. 36 3). When the Jaylt 
Faith in the Lord Jeſus, and. his Houſhold makiog lik 
he and they were baptized. A#s 16. 32 33, When 
chief Ruler of the Synagogue in the City of Corinth, and 
the Inhabitants of that City, believed the Doctrine pred 
by Faul, and made Profeſſion of their Faith; they were bi 
Men and. Women. Arts 18. 8. * 


2 
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C Texts of Scripture fully prove the Doctrine of the Church 
and and Ireland in their Catechize above mentioned to be 
hat Repentance and Faith are juſtly required of Perſons to 
ized, and in Regard little Infants are capable of neither, w 

rightly infer, that Water Baptiſm ought not to be adminiſ- 
them, but that rather it ſhould be deferr'd until they are able 
1 Account of their Faith: And in ſo duing Chriſtian Church» 
Id follow the Example of the Church in Fuftin, Martyrs 
may be colleted from his Apology to Antoninus Pins, viz, that 
o believed the Doctrin: which they taught, was true; af- 
ng and Prayer, they brought them to the Water and waſhed 
rein, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
d-eridge in his Expoſition of the 39 Articles, on Article the 
theſe words, Our Saviour immediately before his Aſcen- 
ommanded Baptiſm to be adminiſtred in the Name of the 


Af 
h the 


be 


ter B 
ent, | 


be buf 


the 


onst0 
n cone Son and Holy Ghoſt, Matrb. 28. 19. His Church hath 
he dure in all Ages requir'd a Profeſſion of Faith in theſe three 
;,of all that were to be Baptized z and therefore to prepare 
preſs i ecumens for Baptiſm, e hath ſtill inſtructed them in 
o be ey ought to believe concerning each Perſon, which when 
nt oed learned, acknowledged and profeſſed (either by them - 
n, ur by their Sureties) they were preſently received by Bap- 


o the Church of Chriſt. 
Account of the Biſhop there lies this Truth as pla'nly as 


Jod, 1 


s Day reſſed in Words, that it was the Cuſtom of the Chriſtian 
ritly WP 21! Ages, to require a Profeſſion of Faith, in Father. So 1 
jrthy of Ghoſt, of all whom ſhe conſented to baptize; and that 
om de not adminiſter Baptiſm to any, until that Profeſſion 
In e either by themſelves or their Suteties. Now if it be 
cation bat is affirm'd by ſome, that Sureties were not devis'd, un- 
dly teh Centuey, then it will follow from the Biſhops Words, 
pentmweſ the Cuſtom of the Chriſtian Church, for four Hundred 
48 20 Felt, to prepare her Catecumend for Baptiſm, by inſtruct- 
the Apen what they ought to believe concerning the Trinity 
iferes WM they were inſtructed and their Judgment convinc'd, and 
\f Fu for themſelves make a Profeſſion of their Faith, they 
bind hst Profeſſion, and not without it, admitted to Baptiſm. 
1 phase and Faith are Doctrines, in which the Children of 
ler bin rents ſhould be well inſtructed before they be admitted 
de Son that they may have 2 good Underſtanding and know 
Fichi en means, or the Miſtery that is contain'd in it, and be 
aper by Faith with God and Chriſt therein, and with 
e Jaylt Iſe is fignified thereby: Thus it was with the Chriſtian 
ing like the firſt Ages of the Goſpel, as we have ſeen above, 


pill yet further appear in due time from the fourteenth 
But to Proceed, | 


Cz Argument 
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inth, 3nd 
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10 Infanti not the Subject, of 
Argument the Fifth, 


If no Perſon has a Right to Baptiſm until he firſt ent 
Covenant with God, then Infants are not the Subjects of it, 
But no Perſon has a Right to Baptiſm, until &c,—Therg 
To maintain the Conſequence of the Major of this Argur 
further argue, 1 
If it bs not in the Power of little Infants to enter into 20 
with God, then the Conſequence of the Major is true. 
But it is not in the Power of little Infants to enter inio 20 
with God — Therefore S . 3 al 
very man whoſe ſtock of Knowledge is not the greateſ 
thata Covenant mutually agreed upon between two Part 
 fol-mn thing, as the Apoſtle teacheth, Gal. 3. f. if ( ſaith hi 
but a man's Covenant; yet if it be confirmed, no man di 
it, or addeth thereto. | 
When men do mytually agree upon a Covenant, they Met 
in writing, after which both Parties can deliberate upon it, 
prove or diſapprove and make ſuch alterations and ame 
as they ſhall think expedient ; but when is is once confim 
ſolemn Acts of Signing. Sealing and Delivering, it muſt "" Y" 
anull'd, but by the Conſent of both Parties. If either oft {tia 
repents what is done, that 5 comes too late, 
The Law of God as well as the Law of man doh r th 
Covenants be faithfglly kept, which ſhews us that they 3 
be, even as they generally are, the Reſult of ſolid Conf pi 
for great is the Concern which men have about their! 
this World, and it would be well for them if they wr 
citous aud as heartily concern'd about the much mot 
Affairs of the Soul, and the World to come: That abort 
they would be moſt tender of a Covenant made with the 
which ſhould be accounted in a ſpecial Senſe (acred, the 
which may he the everlaſting Deſtruction of the Soul, 
Now will any man after due exerciſe of Thought (ny, b 
a lictle Infant is capable of making any ſuch Covenant WiWihfan: 
or that it js poſſible for any man to make any ſuch M erem 
it ? Surely this is moſt apparently unſuppoſable, and 
Skaot, that a Copenant muſt be made with Chriſt bor of 
muſt he receive as a Sacrament or Oath of Allegiance 
of God, in which the Baptized doth folembly ſuest 
Subject to him; and muſt not we all ſay,woe be to big poffit 
this Oath ! alſo woe be to him who refuſes to take 
to make. that Covenapt! See Mr, Henry's Carmunicml 
68, Ig vain do we expect the Bleſſings of a Corel 
& not willing to come under the Bonds of it. Wea" 
1 Covenant with the Lord our God, and into his 
1. he will _ urn us far his People. And p. 51. 45 
* God e It not, I ha ve no Part or Lot in this matter, 
'* rg ſea] a Coyenant with God? But if I ne per made® 
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ia Gncerity conſented to it; I ſhall put à Seal to a Blank, 
2 Curſe, And p. 73. We then enter into a Covenant 
od when we accept his Salvation with an intire Complacen- 
Confidence in the methods which infinite Wiſdom hath 
br reconciling a guilty and obnoxious world to bimfſelf, 
Mediation of his Son, And p. 68. A Covenant is mu- 
Aro xe that, which is between a Man and his Wife. 
this let us obſerve firſt (that according to Mr. Heavy) 
t is mutual. Secondly that as ſuch, it muſt have the 
ff both Parties Thirdly that it id ot a Covenant, in the 
n of a Coyenant, without ſuch Conſent. Fourthly, that 
be ſuch Conſent, the ſetting a Seal to any ſuppos d Cov 
the ſetting a Seal to a Blank. . IK 
hat imaginary Covenant made for ( nat by ) Infants, at 
tiſm, it is moſt manifeſtly a Cypher, a mere nothing, in 
ith not the Conſent of the Party, and concludes nothi 
not bin ding the Party to any thing, to which it wo 
been bound by the Law of God without it. See Mr. 
zi.“ What was done for you at Baptiſm, was done with - 
e Conſent, and at moſt made you but incompleat Chriſt- 
you — Chriſtians with your own Conſent, or elſe 
tans at all. | 

ſolidly confider'd brings us to this Conclufion, that In- 
late, / _ s R 

oben tthe Subjects of Obriſtian Baptiſm, wanting the Power 
they 't Covenant with Chriſt, which ſhould neceſſarily be 
\ Conf ptiſm, and without which Covenant, as we have obſerv'd 
p Beveridee (on the laſt Argument) the primitive Church 


It 
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Parti 
ith be 
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on it, 
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onfirm 
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be undred Years, would not conſent to adminiſter Baptiſm 
i a el proceed, | is | 


at abo 5 | M | 
th * Argument the Sixth. | 
red, tk 3 0 . IF 
Soul. Nemonie in the Chriſtian Religion can have any faying 
ught fa, but fuch who therein anſwer a 2 Conſcience to 
Jwenant Alnfants are not the Subjects of Baptiſ.wum. 
ſuch M eremonie in the Chriſtian Religion, can have any ſav- 
e, and e any, but ſuch: Cc. Therefore Cc. by, 
brilt or of this Argument is ſecured by 1 Pet. 3. 21. And 
legiance enable but the'Conſequence of the Major, in ſupport 
urther Argue, | x 
poſſible for little Infants'to anſwer 2 good Conſcience 
any Ceremonie of the Chriſtian Religion, then the 
of the Major is true. 1 ; 
mpoſſible for a little Infant to anſwer a good Conſcience 
Therefore Nc, Ip TL 
Words mention'd before in his Communicants Companies 
2pain be referr'd to viz. ” What was done for you at 
de Tos box 8 Chriſtians, at — — 
ur own Conſent, but you muſt be Chriſtiaug with your 
at or elſe not Chriſtians at al). by Exactly 


* | 
1 


0 
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Exactly agreeable is Mr. Henry's Doctrine laſt mentis 


the Conſent of the Conſcience, yea and that of a good( 


ward Performances in which the Conſcience is not cond 


for as he is a Spirit, he will have ſpiritual Worſhip. 


of Scripture, and thence learn to get and keep a good 
that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not with fleſh! 


or in Obedience to him. Axt, 24. 16. 2T:m, 1. 3. and 


dexſtanding, or elſe is dependant upon it; which ada 


Right to Baptiſm ? when it is not poſſible for then 
| Conſent of their Conſcience to Chriſt therein; andift 


evident that an Intantcan have no Benefit from Baptil 


Mews the firſt to be true, and thence we muſt cond 
| latter is true alſo. 


. pbeſy p. 321. 322. owns that this Queſtion was put it 
held ar. Neocæſarea vix. Whether it A. lawful to Bapt! 


not the baptizing the Child in her Womb? To wic 


Words, with the Doctrine preach'd by the Apoſtle Pein 
above referr'd to, viz. the like Figure whereunto even By 
now ſave us, not the putting away the Filth of the Fleſh 
Anſwer of a good Conſcience to God, or as an old Trandly 
it, in that there is the Conlent of a good Conſcience to & 

I muſt for the preſent account that man a Babe in unde 
and needs that one ſhould teach him again, which be 
Principles of the Ocacles of God, who will. ſuppoſe, thy 
in Religion will be of any ſaving advantage, to which 6 


too: For thus teacheth all the Prophets, that the Hear 
God looks for Truth in the inward: Parts, he looks to 
for the Heart, without which he will not be fatisf'd; 
not as man look at the outward Appearance, nor is hef 


it is with the Mind we worſhip God, or we worſhip hin 


dent, that it is the Conſent of the Mind or Conſcie 
which makes all Acts in Religion ſweet and acceptil 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 3 and without which Conſent ol 
he makes no Account of any thing we do. Read thcfoll 


but by the Grace of God, you may do every thing yu 


1. 19 Heb. 10. 22. ; 
That Man who knows what Conſcience is, knows wi 
be true; and he who knows not what Conſcience is, kn 
yet as heought to know, but takes all his Steps in the 
knows not whether he is going. 6 
That thing call'd the Conſcience, muſt it ſelf either 


Infants nor Idiots can be ſuppoſed to have any Conl 


ood or bad to God-ward ; in regard they both 26 iind 
Erercilo of Reaſon, and ſo in the want of Uaderafelre, 
then can it be conceiv'd that Infants more than Idio Faith 


n*fit of Baptiſm conſiſts in the Conſent of the Conſcien 


ther Ceremoaie in the Chriſtian Religion; but the 


Dr. Jeremy Taylor B. ſhop of Down and Conner in bi 


with Child? and whether the baptizing a Woman #! 


Infants not the Subjects of I3 


is the fixth Cannon, that it was lawful to baptize a 
1 Child, and that the baptizing of her, was not the 


WIG 


vi 


By he Child in her Womb; becauſe in Baptiſm a Confeflion 
eh ade, which Confeſſion ſaith the Biſhop, plainly ſup- 
au erdtanding and free Choice, and intimates that the bap- 


Infants was not the Cuſtom of thoſe Times, Al} which 
concludes in Defence of my Poſition, that Infants are 
dect of Chriſtian Baptiſm. . 


0 


Argument the Seventh. 


Jean monie in the Chriſtian Religion will avail any thing to 
ks to but what ſprings from Faith in and Love to Chriſt 5 
58.0 Waptiziog of Infants is infignificant. 


e is no Ceremony in the Chriſtian Religion will avail 
o any Soul, but what ſprings from Faith in and Love 
Therefore the Baptizing of Infants is inſignificant. 
le Tenour of the Holy Scriptures doth effectually ſe- 
nor Propoſition of this Argument, particularly Heb. 11. 
23. and Gal. 5. 6. which conſider'd, 1 have only to de- 
nſequence of the Major, to which end I further argue. 
poſſible for little Infants to exerciſe an holy Faith in 
n holy Love to God in any Ceremony in the Chriſtian 
en the Conſequence of the Major is true. 22822 
mpoſſible for little Infants to exerciſe an holy Faith in 
Joly Love to him, in any Ceremonie of the Chriſtian Re- 
therefore Ec. | 
n will teach, that any Act in the Chriſtian Religion, or 
e is, Hu vill avail any thing to the Salvation of the Soul, which 
Faith and Love, I ſhall not be over haſty to receive 
[ ſhall chuſe rather to wiſh him a better underſtanding. 


f eithet tat Love is the fulfilling of the whole Law, as ſumma- 
ch * nding all the Precepts of the firſt and ſecond Table; 
y Coooiereat Commandment being, to love the Lord our God 
och de ad and Stength, and the Second to love our Neigh- 
aden elees; en which two bang all the Law and the Pro- 
nan 1008 Faith and Hope without Love (were it poſſible to ſe- 
Ir 47 would fignifie- nothing; how much more muſt we 
an 


rs ne and bodily Righteoufneſs, to be but as filthy 
ve, | | was £ 


m Papi Lruth is, that our moſt inward and ſpiritual Righteouſ- 
but 19? Wiidiog from God, but it is acceptable to him and re- 
uſt coe to his Favour through our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt ; and 
igbteouſneſs confiſts chiefly in Faith and Love. Who- 


in * cannot obey this great Command of the Law, to love. 

as put b oſſible he ſhould pay an acceptable obedience to any 
to By of the Law or Goſpel : And ſure I am that a little 
man ot the Power of loving God whom he hath not ſeen g 


o vin: he wants tha Power of loving bis Neighbour, 
| whom 


for want of the Exereiſe of Reaſon, which doth or ſh, 


through the Merits of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt only, witbo 


ſufficient Security for the Performance of ſo great? 


14 Chbriſtian Baptiſm, 
whom he hath ſeen, as bein altogether unscqusinted 6 


overn the Affections, and ſer the inward man upon 40 
quently a little Infant is not able 10 give any Obedien 
fierther indeed doth he call for any from it; fur he | 
than to require Obedience where it connot poſſibly he 
the Caſe of Infants and Idiots, whoſe Salvation depend; 
any Condition, which they want the Power to comply 
The boundleſs Grace of God, through the Death and! 
on of his Son, hath made rich Proviſion for the Salva 
innocent [nfauts, who never made any perſonal 'Tranſs;. fre 
Law ; ſo that notwithſtanding Salvation is tender'd to x 
upon Terms, not impoffible to be comply'd with, but ſuch 
reaſonable; yet is no Condition mentioned in Holy $ 
which God purpoſes to ſave an Infant; which ſhews us 
ves on the Salvation of dying Infants, as an AR of his 


on rheir Part done or to be done. Wherefore fince in 
geous Action the infinitely merciful and wiſe God, call 
and Love and a little Infant cannot anſwer that Call, ws WW th 
clude that Infants are not concert d in any religeous C- 
all, conſequently not in Baptiſm. 
Let the unhappy Di viſions and Subdiviſions among ( 
ever ſo many, yet ſurely we ſhould all agree with the Hs 
Apoſtles in this Doctrine, that the Heart muſt be given'ocu 
every At of Religion; for that the giving the Body r 
Heart, nay the giving all we can poſſibly give with de 
aifte nothing. Wherefore in regard a little Infant 
give the Body nor the Heart, nor czn any Aion done f 
give any thing but the Body; All that hath been ſid , 2s 
ſaid, muſt terminate in this Concluſion, that Infants u 
jedts of Chriſtian Baptiſm. £7 | 
« Thus have I argued againſt Infant's Right to Baptiſm 
ume nie, all taken from their want of Power to perk nd th 
ig juſtly requir'd of Perſons to be baptiaed; and I might 
ents of that kind much beyond ſeven times ſeren 


that theſe are ſufficient + Since it is granted by all, n 7ertu! 


by reafon- of their tender Age are unable to perform P*cefl. 
mete ate Sureties provided for them, who become tits the 
ingaging for them that when they come to Age and Noot i; 
er over. themſelves, that then they ſhall make good! 
mads for them aud in their name, when they were bl 
The Kirk of Scotland is ſo eafie in this matter 
ought L know) makes fo light of it, that they are con 
only ſhall ſtand Sureties for their Children, and ſo 
do further Ingagements, oo" | 
The Kirk«of Rome and 8ngland Mt. probably not 


otdet, that othef Perſons befide the Parents, ſhall l 
ans ; 


Infants not the Subjefts of ES 


< them : And theſe are called by a Name to which Moſes 
ophets and al] the Apoſtles were intire Strangers, viz. God- 
ind Godmothets. Some there are who call them Od-Fq- 
| 04-Mothers, it may be fearing that joining the Leiter G, 
them under the breach of the third Commandment, Bu 
matter ab it is; I think they are odd ſort of chinge, of which. 
id 2ny thing in Holy Scripture. Some there be who call 
Name much more agreeable to their Nature, and that is 
hers, and Pope-Mothers, not that they would 15 them 
hers and Mothers of the Pope, becauſe they know, that 
je neither Fathers nor Mothers; but they fo cal! them as 
they are ſuch, as the Pope has conſtituted Fathers and Mo- 
oſe who were never begotten by them, either natural y or 
yp; and ſo its conctiv'd this new name will more plainly 
r Original, than doth the name by which they arc called. 
made a Queſtion, whether there were any ſuch things 
eld as Godtathers and Godmothers, until the time that 
came into the World ? it's yefy probable the Aulwer in 
uld be, that there were not: Agreeable to Mr. Delaune in 
t the Non-conformiſt p. 41. where he obſerves from the 
þEfory, that Godfathers and Godmothers were the Inven- 
e fifth Century; for that nothing is read thereof in the 
is for my part I fee not the leaſt room to doubt, but this 
ms defign'd to ſupercede the primitive Cuſtom of baptiz- 
weumens, which was when they were well inſtructed in, 
a Profeffion of the Chriſtian Faith, which Cuſtom wa 
the primitive Churcbes for four bundred Years, as own' 
the learned and moit note. Pedobaptifts, Mr. Delaune in 
the non-conformiſts furniſhes us with the names of ſe- 
m, as Ludovicus Vives Huge Grotins, Daille a learned French- 
ld, Walaſridus, Stabo, Moribus and others; who ſhew 
was deferr'd in ancient times, until a Profeſſion of 
ade by the Catecumens, when advanc'd to a cor fid-ra- 
nd they add that this is evident from the Hiſtory of Con- 
bus, Valentinian, and Gratian, and that it alſo appears 
ee the Ora tions of Gregory Naſpanzen, and the writings 
Tertullian, Juſtin Martyr and others, | 
pecefſary the Pedobaptifts ſhould obſerve, that in the fifth 
* the Apoftacy had made it ſelf very ſtrong, and had 
dot in the World, and was thereby become too ſtrong 2 
Church of Chriſt, ſupported by great Numbers and 
53 they call'd Councels and eftabliſh'd their Inventi- 
ovations by Ecclefiaftical Cannons; then it was, that 
things they found out and ſet up Infant's Baptiſm. 
they knew that the preceedin Ages did not baptize, 
toleſſion of Faith, and that f fants were not able to 
ofeſſion ; they therefore devis'd this pritty Invention 
$ or Godfathers and Godmothers. 77 OS 
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If Credit may be given to Men of none of the ſmalleſ 
fifth and following Centuries, produc'd excellent Head. 
full of rare Inventions in Religion, of h ch this of Fide. u 
the leaſt remarkable. Ion I am not a little ſurpriz'g u 
that Men of Senſs who pretend underſtanding in the Holy 
| ſhould give the leaſt Countenance to it; ſpecially when WM. 
fider'd, what a vaſt Stock of Ignorance accompanies it, and 
it almoſt neceſſarily leads the common and unthinking Wi, 
many of whom are obſery'd to ſay (and among theſe ſome b 
and Figure) that a Name is given to a Child, as if it was af 
it gets a Chriftning with it; and they are alſo ready to 
that a Name is nor rightly given unleſs the God - Father gi 
freely paſs the ſevereſt Reflections upon, ard ridicul: hee 
and Quakers for giving their Children Names like Dog, Wit 
doubt theſe poor ignorant Souls would be very angry wis: 
we tell them, that juſt in ſuch manner thoſe got their N 7 
were firſt called God - Fathers and God-Mothers, that is r 
fo called like Dogs without a Chriſtning. We may (A a 
our ſelves that the firſt of that kind had no God-Fathen Md 
Mothers to give them their Name, and it is alſo at leit of 
bable that they were called fo without a Chriſtning, (; of 
the Name is not a Chriſtian Name, and if not a Chr 
muſt be Antichriſtian and belongs to a Family to whoſe be 
Proteſtants ſhould not have the ſtrongeſt Affections. tb. 
But we conceive this isa matter in which we are very lin 
cern'd, and that we may content our ſelves to lie open ma! 
reaſonable Reflections, which flow from the lamentabe by 
of the Times we live in; whilſt well affur'd from the , 
Heaven, that a Father has a right to give his Child ub did 
leaſes, without any ſuch Ceremony in Religion, and ue Ag: 
if any Man thinks otherwiſe, he is a Stranger to thuſe Here 
As for Fide juſſors (7. e.) Sureties, or Bonds men, or Macho 
alias God-fathers and God-mothers, it is enough for u an 
they were born out of due time above four hundred ihe F 
Chriſt, that they are not to be mer with in the holy d of! 
therefore againſt the 39 Articles of the Church of Econ 
larly againſt the fixth Article; and fince theſe Artie t the 
iſh'd. by Law, it ſhould ſeem to me as if ſo far thele ment 
are contrary to the Law of England, as every thing 11+ 
(which according to that Article) is not warranted by Sc 
What have we to do with the Inventions of the fin; a 
when the Beaſt began toriſe, and the World began 60 > 
him; when Dastel's Litth: Hin began to wax greats t0 ther. - 
the Stars, and caſt the Truth of God to the Ground: ner 
Sin lifting himſelf up in Purſuit of that Power, by N 
fince been x Plague to the Church of Gad, as well 26 
been 2 Plague to all Chrifendom, See Dun. 8. 10 to! 
firſt 12 Verles. ev. 13 and 14 Chapters, Wer 
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18 © Chriſtian Baptiſm. 
Argument the Third. 

If no Covenant made, fignifies any thing to any but }; 
conſents to it, then all Promiſes which are made by Suretie 


fants at their Baptiſm, fignifie nothing; 
But the former is true, Therefore the latter; 


Argument the Fourth, 


It Sureties for the Performance of a Baptiſmal Coveny 
not invented until the fifth Century, then the ſetting up 
fathers and God-mothers is unwarrantable ; 

But the ficlt is true, Therefore the latter. 


Argument the F. of th. 


If no Perſon can put himſelf in the Place of, and become 
for an Infant at his Baptiſm, without ſpeaking faiſly . 
louſly, then the Being of God»fathers and God mothers i 
rantable ; But the former is true,——Therefore the lam 


Argument the Sixth. 


If nothing ſhould be received in Religion 2s an Aricle' 
dor as any way neceſſary to Salvation which is not read in 
nor can be proved by it; then the countenancing of Gt 

and God mothers, ag Sureties for little Infants is unwarnW him 

But the firſt is true,. — Therefore the laſt. bc 

Theſe few Arguments are grounded upon Mr. En 

municants Companion; upon Dr. Feremiab Taylor, Biſhop of 

Cotnor, the Mazdebyrgh Hiftory. and the Sixth of the 39 lc D 

Church of &»zland, in ſuch particulars as wherein 1 am Wiſh 

ſound Doctrine is contain'd; and here I could multiply A 

gainſt the warrantableneſs of Syreties for the Perform 

Covenant, made for [nfants at their Baptiſm ; a Corot pe 

they had not the Power to keep, and to which they Bon 

their Conſent 3 and ſuch a Covenant, as the Suretis WP dou; 

keep not, no not the very beſt of them, and thoſe who be B 

of chem (as Men of Conſcience: ) will ſadly acknonF they 

* want of Power to keep it, and heartily lament their Brea? mer 

1 However, fince theſe Surcties ate ſo warmly contel 

"4 Men of great Learning and by ſo conſiderable a Patt 

tian World, may it not be neceſſary for us to inquirel 
lowing Particulars. +2 

Firſt. Whotheſe Sureties are bound to? Whether tht 

only to Man ? or whether they are bound to God 

Secondly, What are they bound to do, or bound 

by choſe Infants, whoſe Suteties they ate, when they cis 


' f ® * - * / " Fl 
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it is a Bond and Judgment, a Bond with à Warrant of 4 
take out Execution againſt Bogy and Soul? How « 
but the Judgment enter d up in the Court of Heaven dy 
that in caſe the Infant when he comes to Age, doth wy 
the Covenant made for him in Baptiſm, that then the 8 
be damn d for ſuch non performance. | 
Were the Pedobaptifts ſure of this, that the Judgment 
upon the Bond did run this, it might probably ſtartle then 
Thoughts as might make the Goffiping Cup too bitter 
Sugar in Chriſtendom to ſweeten it; and for ought our f 
know their Bonds may run thus in Heaven in what Fora 
ſoevet they may ſtand here upon Earth. Oh that Men 
and that they would wiſely conſider, that he who hates; 
Suretiſhip is ſure ! Specially ſuch a kind of Suretiſhip 
danger the loſs of Heaven. 

L own I am often aftoniſh'd to think of the Folly and 
Men and Women, in ſuffering themſelves to be decoy' 
Cuſtom into an adign which may make way for (ad, tt 
too late Repentance © A matter which may be of the gra 
in the World, aud of the laſt Conſequence to them, u 
make no more than a Play of it, whilſt taking their Ruy 
Goſſiping Cup, and making themſelves as drunk 26 B: 
the Head of a new made Chriſtian : A compleat Chill 
made ſo without its own Conſent ! a Chriſtian which kn 
of Chriſtianity, Fett | 

The Apoſtle Paul in reafoning upon Righteouſneſs, I! «, 
and Judgment to come, made Felix tremble, and alm of 
King Agrippa to be a Chriſtian ; but after all he vu . 
Chriſtian'; As for theſe little innocent harmleſs Babe WY ane 
far from being almoſt Chriſtians, that they know not 
matter, and are utter Strangers to all the Follies, ibeſ he 
too juſtly chargeable with, 
Hut to return, to inquire what the Penalty of thol 
perfected by thoſe Fide- juſſors or Sureties for little Inne 
the Infants for whom they are bound, when they come r th 
prove wicked as they generally do; for they never Wiſeci; || 
worſe after Baptiſm, ſince better they cannot poſſibly und 
to the innocency and harmleſſaeſs of their Nature; au ber, 
ſhould continue wicked to the end of their Lives, 23 il 
them do, thouſands of them ſo wicked as to bring then. not 
Gallows by their Wickedneſs, what muſt be demi 
Bondſngen for this breach of Covenant? Surely it i: H/ . 
ble that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould have. ſome uh 
their non-performance. | 4 

If avy Man be bound to another, if he be held i 
earthly King, and the Condigsn be not perform'd; the 
neral, the Sollicitor General and all our A vil 
nion, thai Satisfaction muſt be made to the King's 
Sureties, they muſt anſwer for the non-performance0 


* 


* 
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ties they were 3 and. ſhall no SztisfaQion be given to the 
ings, by Fide · juſſors for the non-performance of a ba ptiſ- 


{ 
5 unt made for little Infants at their Baptiſm ?: Are all Sure- 


aol porticular inſolvent ? not one of them able to give Satis- 
buon hard caſe ! the Son of God is finely hop'd up with 


e 8 not every Man of Underſtanding lay, it were as well 
Id be no Securities at all, as to have ſuch who are not 
ike any Satisfaction for non- performance. 17 

e Roman Cat holicki, there is ſomething to be ſaid for them ; 
other Rome has made kind Provifion for them, ſo that by 
oman Antichriſtian Law, they may be brought off ſeve- 
iz, by Works of Supererogation, by their holy Penance, 
t dear place call'd Purgatory; a place whoſe Scituation is 
ons of Miles beyond the North Pole, nay many thouſand 

Miles beyond the whole Creation of God: A place at ſo 


tance from us, that a Voyage to the World in the Moon 


nent 
them 
itter | 
our {i 
Form 
Met, 
hates a 


tiſhiy 


and ol to it. PEE DIST 114, 
25 turn, to ſhew how the Roman Catholicks can diſcharge all 
(ad, 08: Since it is poſſible for them to be more righteous than 
be grahli®: for their own Salvation, its only transferring or conſigu- 
nem. U pluls of their Righteouſneſs to the Account of theie 
* * —_— in full Satisfaction for all their Bonds to 

as Be us. | | EY 1 
Chr you think Courteous Reader? Suppoſe à good honeſt 


aich ku c ſhould ſay fifty Thouſand Pater Neofters, and one 


fifty Thouſand Ave. Marias, every Day of his Life, and 


aſneſs, AF! four times every Year, one hundred and fifty Thou» 
ad ame of times bare-foot and bare-leg'd and upon his bare 
1e vu Lb- dereg; think ye not that he muſt be a graceleſs 
1 Babev d much more ignorant than the Pope himſelf, who 


y, that this is ſufficient? Yea and ſo much more than 
the Opinion of all Proteſtants eſpecially ) that the Vir- 
eb of Heaven would deſerve to be expAl'd her Ce- 


know ud 
ies, thei 


„of wo e for ever, if ſhe did not compel her Son to accept 
tile laat ef ction for themſelves, an“ in full Diſcharge of all 
ey come ur thoſe Infants for whom they became Sureties; but 
y nevet cially if to this they ſhall add, a Continuance in Pur- 
poſſibly undred Thouſand Millions of Tears; then ſurely all 
ure 3 20 Mer, muſt be a plenaty Satisfaction to the Lord Jeſus, 
ves, 3 ptiſnal Ingigements, altho' they had ſtood Godfa - 
ring ten -mothers for one half of the whole World. 
be CemW@nhippy Ped baptiſts of the Proteſtant Fraternity, of all 
ely it is VA! wii in the World will become of you ? how is it 


e ſome di Art of Man to ſecure you? you that cannot be more 


you ought to be; you that after having done all you 


ze held t unptofitable Servants, in whoſe boſt Performances 
rm'd; = enough for your own Salvation, but muſt needs 
dges V\ndance on the Merit of another ! you that being e- 
King's A ſhall at laſt but ſcarcely be ſa ved, and that by Grace 


nce0 . 
en only; 


W 
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de Adminiſtration of Water Baptiſm, to them, 3 


nce of the Major ls true FRE: mu 12 0h: 4, Þ36&18y 
le lnfants neither do nor can receive any ſpiritual or ſay, 
from the adminiſtration of Baptiſm to them yz — 
&c, 24 Mo 2 Bra * 

e good the Minor Propofition of this Argument, I further 


r Baptiſm adminiſter'd to little Infants doth not put them 

ler Condition than they were in without it, then little 

Ire no Benefit from the adminiſtration of it to them, 

ter Baptiſm adminiſtered to Uietle Iafantz doth not put 

\ better Condition than they were in without it; 
C, | | 


- 
* 


4 


Or My 


y'd, but the Minor; and I cannot fee, that with an 
ee, aN 


be reaſonably ſuppos'd, that any part of this —_ 
aſon or Juſtice it can be deny'd by Proteſtants 3. becauſe 


thou of it ( (v far as it relates to the Salvation of the Infant 
d ]:(uWo6feot with their Confeſſions. and Proteſtations again 
ou WW: Dotrines of Rome, which teach that Baptiſm is ſo 


ed from 
e Hunt 
1 app 

God- 
a Covet 
10 af 
of all 
ſuch dei 
| have nt 
them: 


ec ſſary, that little Infants dying without it, cannot bg 
cannot be admitted into the Kingdom cf Heaven, 
ey ſeem unwilling to ſay, that Infants dying withouf 
be damn'd, or that they ſhall go to Purgatory, for tho 
s and ill-natut'd to Infants dying without this Sacre» 
he is refolv'd they ſhall neither go to Heaven, nor to 
; yet ſhe is ſo compaſſionate to thoſe innocent B. 

bad Fortune to die before they are born, or ſo quick] 
ils the Opportunity of having a little Water by the 
rieſt ſprinkled upon them, I ſay ſuch is the tenderneſs 


n it, were of Rome to thoſe Babes, that ſhe has provided a 
1g from er them (and no doubt has furniſh'd it with abun- 
ive had y play things ). which ſhe calls Limbo. Infantum, Where 
the fa is, | confeſs I know not; tho! I know right well 
a gain WG: ; for | know it is not in any -part of the Creation of 


eof to were elſe it can be, the Lord of Oxford knows not 3 it's 


iy be within a million of Miles of that place call'd 


hth. WM vbich for ought I know may be within a Door or 
) o | . ; 
3 a ptiſc erer all this Roman Catholick Stuff, I ſay that that 
or fai vill not admit little Infants into Heaven, becau 
2 to zd ilm, is a Doctrine which proceeds from the very 


man Igngrance; a Doctrine moſt juſtly to be con- 
pen on Her 1. Adoniſhing a to 


Divine Being 


* 


if 
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| If Infant's Baptiſm was expreſly commanded by God 
tainly is not) the not adminiſtring it to an Infant could; 
Crime in the Parents, or ſuch other whoſe Buſineſs it W 7 
but no Crime inthe Infant, for its want of Power to o 

mand would plead its Excuſe both to human and Divine 
And if any Man thinks otherwiſe, I muſt believe that heh 
indifferent Notion of Juſtice: And that he would ( had 
be a cruel Taſk Maſter, in requiring an impoſſible Obedis 
that his Head is too full of wild Conceptions of a God inf 
jaſt and good, in ſuppufing he has made a Law, to which 
Obedience, from ſuch Perſons who cannot poſſibly und 
Wherea Man can and will not underſtand 3 his Ignor 
no Cloak tor him: For wilful Ignorance is moſt juſtly g 
Crimes of the firſt Rank, tho' we admit, that invincihls 
Cas is that of Infants and Idiots ) diſcharges from all( 
to Obedience, As Mr. Jobn Abernathy doth well obſcrve 
cellent Diſcourſe intituled Religions Obedience founded on ju] 
fon, and particularly in his 22d. page, Now if this be tr 
Perſons, how much more ſhould it be admitted ſo ini 
fants. Very cruel then muſt be the Opinion of thol 
millions of the moſt innocent part of the human Rice? 
or that a harmleſs Infant can have no Entrance into tix 
of Heaven, unleſs it's involuntary Reception of the $ 
Baptiſm ſhal] procure it's Admittance. Amazing Conce 
tional Creatures! what ſhall it be thought that 26 
Water from the Hands of a Prieſt. ſhall have ſo mu 
it, as to force open the Gates of Glory, and quench 


Flames of divine Wrath ! 800 

The Church of Scotland in her National Covenant, in 
of Faith which was ſubſcrib'd by the Xing, Noble e. 
Gentlemen, Burgeſſes Miniſters and Commons, do Ip. 


this ſevere Doctrine in theſe words viz. - We do zb % itt. 
* the Roman Antichriſts cruel Judgment againſt b e 
© without the Sacrament 5 as alſo his abſolute Neceff 
Again in their 8 to the adminiftration of 
they order the Miniſter to tell the People that out 
© js not ſo neceſſary, as that through the want oft 
* in Danger, or the Parents guilty, if they do not d 
glect the Ordinance of Chriſt, They add, that! 
© neceſſary to be delay'd, fo it is not to be adminil 
© by any private Perſon, but by a Miniſter of Chr 
the 28th Article of the Weſtminfter Confeſſion, Hend 
Church of Scotland's Opinion is, that Baptiſm is 0. 
be delay'd, and that the Delay of it will not indanget 
ſo contains an Anſwer to that common Queſtion, 
table Ignorance is the Mother of, viz. What will 
Infarits, who die without Baptiſm ? The Kirk's Anl 
ſafe: And the Reaſon is obvious, becauſe it was 100 
that they were not baptized, tho' it were ſup 
manded. 
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Creator in the Days of their Youth, and covenant with 0 
times ; and as their Reaſon ripens, ſo as that they are © 
Inſtruction, we admoniſh them to forward the work of (, 
ſpeedily, and cleave to God with ful! Purpoſe of Sou 
— careful, that they contemn not the Ordinance, 
in -ontenting themſelves to remain Strang rs and Forreigh 
that they ſhould rather ſtrive to get within the Wals 0 
become Fellow-Cirizens of the Saints and of the Houſhql, 
that their Baptiſm be not deferr'd one day beyond the 
which they may convenienily have it, as a thing of theirg 
ing, and to which a warm Affection to Chriſt and 2 0 
verlaſting Salvation ſhali move them, that their r<ligiay 
'ence may be funded in and flow from their Perſons] f. 
and ſuv be acceptable to God through our Lord Jeſus G 
I deny not, that ſome of our Children when they con 
at contrary to that Advice we give them as Par 
contrary to thoſe Inſtructions our Pulpits frequently aff 
who put of the great Work of Converſion, and (idy 
the weighty Concernment of the Soul, and all the Og 
Heaven; and thereby make the Hearts of their Paco: | 
ſorrowful ; yet this muſt be accounted their own Gul 
the Guile of their Parents: And after all in this Pri 
are but upon an unhappy Level with the reſt of our fe, 
tians, even of the Pedobaptiſts whoſe Children's Diſobediniic ; 
an Occafion of grief to them, as ours do to us. 80 
ſeeing Baptiſm too early adminiſter'd has been in vin 
upon ſecond and more ſolid thoughts they may probably 
ſon to wiſh it had been deferr'd until Converſion H 
receeded it, and ſo brought it in its proper time and 
Freely where Perſons baptized do not walk anſwerahl: 
Obligations their Baptiſm lays them under ( according ch. 
poſtles way of Reaſoning Rom. 2. 25- ) their Bapi sun 
accounted as no Baptiſm. 
Solomon teach's, that every thing is beautiful in its 8 
the Apoſtles Doctrine is, that all things in Religion fu ds; 
decently and in Order, which plainly intimates that bout 
certain Order to be obſerv'd in that Obedience whict 
God: Thar it muſt be a regular Obedience fo that 
Submiſſion ſhould keep its proper Time and Place Mighe 
divine Appointment : That a Man ſhould not begin i Whit be 
End of his Duiy, to put that firſt which ſhould be com 
laſt which ſhould be firſt, ſo making Obedience 2 
fufion 3 but we muſt ha ve ReſpeQ to all the righteou 
God in 2 proper and regular order of Succeſſion, d uff; 
Command firſt, which is firſt to be obey'd, and .. { 
reſt of God's Commandments. | F 
It is obſeryable (as before hinted ) that by the L 
none ſhall be admitted to the Holy Communion 9 
Huppert, until they are Confirmed, or are defirous of oi; wh 


Chriſtian Baptiſm. 1 
| on of the Biſhop's Hands; whence it js evident that 
87. Church ot Eneland 18, tha the Obedience which 


10 
CN 


0 o divine Precepts muſt be regular and appear in what they 
Soul de good Order, every Act in Religion keeping its proper 
cen, d Place; tor it would certainly be much out of Order 
reignt a to receive the Lord's dupper firſt, and be conficm'd af 


) be couficm'd firſt and be baptized after, becauſe that 
> ro invert the appointed Order ot out Obedience, which 
plainly revealed in the Doctrine and Practice of the 


's of 
(hold 
| the 


theirg ho conſtantly teach, that tnat Command which firſt takes 
s us, and wi # muſt have the firſt Place in our Obedi- 
igen t Command which calls for and wills our Converſion : 
nil 1WWevideot tnat unconverted Souls ha ve no right 40 tread 
ſus M orts or meddle with ſacred things, and if they preſume 
ey can what ever they do even their very Prayers will be an 
s ben to God. The very firſt thing that a Man muſt do, 
ly a bim and make him clean, and put away from before 
d (10 e holy and pure God, the evil of his doings, as 4/aiab 
e Od n his firſt Chapter, | [32 443 4 
by e Baptiſt and our bleſſed Redeemer, as alſo the A es, 
In Gu 


ing upon their Miniſtry, the firſt thing they called for as 
Obedience, was Repentance trom dead works, or 2 
zin 3 for they knew that Wiſdom is founded in the fear 
e holy Spirit conſtantly teaching that the . fear of God 
ning of Wiſdom, or the very firſt Step which Wiſdom 


is Parti 
our fell 
ſobedie |; 
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in wages everlaſting Glory. Now after Repentance is laid, 
probab\\ Succeflioa of Obedience comes the Profeſſion of Faith 
rfion r | Chriſt, next in the Beauty of Holineſs comes Water 
me an 


d then follows Confirmation or laying on of Hands: 
bat we may call the introducing Ceremonies of Chriſ. 
c uſher Men into the vifible Church and external Com 
ants, incorporating them into Chriſt's Body; where 
together and ty'd with Bonds of Chriſtian Love, muſt 


n{werabls 
.ccordin! 


r Baptiln 


| in in heir Advances in Religion, paſſing from a State of In- 
igion holds a State of Spiritual Manhood or Maturity; growi 
tes ” bounding in Knowledge and in every good Word a; 
ce dn 


that both towards God and Man 3 labouring to appre- 


ſo that r which they are apprehended of Chriſt ; preſſing to- 

| Place M igbeſt State of Perfection Man's Nature is capable of, 

t begin et be done in a regular Obſervation of all things which 
uld by commanded, and performingevery particular Duty in 

ence ne and Place, excited thereto from an Expectation of 

 righte0\ Billion of the Dead and eternal Judgment. 

ene uſt affirm is that beautiful Order in which the King 

, and e for our Obedience, Heb. 6. 1. 2. and we muſt be. 


it ig our Duty to contend earneſtly for it 5 as being 


y the Lav 
1union 0 
' rous of | 


it where this Order is inverted, 2s by putting Baptiſm 
tfion, or by being baptized firſt and repenting and be- 
3 whereas God calls for Repentance and Faith _ 
4 
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and Baptiſm after, or where any other Duty in Relig 
out of the proper Place which it ought to have in a tl 
eeſſion of Duties, it is a putting Contempt ( I will not iy! 
ly) upon the Ordinance of Chriſt ; and [ hop? I can try 
elle do we contend for this Order, becauſe we y 
that any of Chriſt's Ordinances ſhould be contemned 
know ought not to be; believing with the Church of 5 
it is 2 very great evil and may be attended with danger 
quences, in regard the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is a great King, 
juſtly commands all Mankind to be ſubje& to his Laws, wil 
addition to them or diminution from them. The Truth of 
may be ſeen in the following Texts of Scripture, May, 
Mark 1. 4. and v. 15. Luke 3. I to 14. verſes. Mark 16, 15 
28. 19. 20. Luke 24. 47. AN, 2. 37 to 42. Heb. 6. I. 2. 1 
to the end. Prov. 30. 5. 6. Deut 4. 2 

Now to proceed. As the Buſineſs of the foregoing | 
was to ſhew, that Infants have no ſaving Benefit from the 
tration of Baptiſm, it being evident that the Salute 
Souls is ſecured without it 3 the Defign of the following 
is to ſhew, that neither have they any Spiritual Benefit 
- Adminiſtration, in that it doth not give them a right t 
tual Privilege in the vifible Chriſtian Church which vo 
thing I propos'd to prove; therefore in Defence of this MA h 
I further Argue. Id 


Argument the Ninth. 


Water Baptiſm is an initiating Ordinance into the vi 
tian Church: But it neither doth nor can initiate et 
into it. | a 

Therefore Infants are not the Subjects of Water Bi 

The Major Propofition is allowed true by all Parties 
fore I have only to defend the Minor, which will be. ur 
following Argument. Nuni, 


That Ceremony in Religion which doth initiate fu !h: 
viſible Chriſtian Church is ſuch, as gives them a Rugs © 
munion of that Church : | 
But Water Baptiſm doth not give little Infants : kao. 
Communion of the viſible Chriſtian Church. _.. 

Therefore Water Baptiſm neither doth nor cas ii 
fants into the viſible Chriſtian Church, as was to be 
if it be an initiating Ordinance to all unto whom its! 
niſter'd, then it will follow by the cleareſt Demonftr 
fants are not the Subjects of it. 5 
It is plain from A#s 2. 41. 42. and indeed fron 
Hiſtory of the new Teſtament, that thoſe who were 
to the viſible Chriſtian Church by Baptiſm, had 2 
Communion of that Church, and accordingly they t 

ſhip one with another, in the Apoſtle's Doctrine) in 
Bread and in Prayer, | 
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ch ol England's Definition of the vifible Chriſtian Church 
ly right, viz. That it is a Congregation of faith ful Men 
jen, among whom the Doctrines of the Goſpel are faith- 
ched, and the Ordinances thereof duly and rightly ad- 
' Ge the 19th of the 39 Articles. 

Congregation as thus defin'd is made up of ſuch Mem- 


of , 

anger re capable of having Communion and Fellowſhip one 
King, ber, both in Goſpel Doctrines, Goſpel Ordinances and 
vi. Prayers, and in the whole of that Spiritual Worſhip 
ruth ood requires of his People; and it is moſt demonſtrably 
Math, at little Infants can be no part of a Church ſo defin'd, 


bably the Church of Scotland was aware of, and thete- 
2 different Definition of the univerſal vifible Church, 
ble Chtiſtian Church conſiſts of all thoſe throughout 
World, who profeſs the true Religion TOGETHER 


6. 154 
I. 2. 0 


going! 

com, THEIR CHILDREN. See the Aſſemblies Confeſſion, 
Sal vation | ; 
lowing ez ſon the Kirk of Sctland had, for varying thus from 
Benet Hof England 1 ken not, for I own I ſee no Reaſon for the 
right uk theſe Words. TOGETHER WITH THEIR CHIL- 
ch wa; EE or it is my Opinion the Article would have done much 
of this MA had been much more agreeable to Truth without them: 


Id then have not only been more agreeable to the Church 
but alſo to the Scriptural Notion of a viſible Goſpel 
However after all it will do the Scotch Pedobaptifts no Ser- 
the Point of Pedobaptiſim: Since it is evident that thoſe 
oare ſaid to be initiated into the vifible Church of Scot- 
ptiſm, are no more initiated into the Communion of 
hy than thoſe Infants who are ſaid to be initiated into 
Church of England, who it may be are more forward 
hurch of Scotland, to admit unqualifi'd Members into 
nunion; of which and the evil of which I wiſh ſhe was 
ible. Yet I do not hereby excuſe the Church of See- 
ſhe were not guilty of an Error ( and which is a great 
ing over forward to receive Members into her Commu- 
true Converfion gives them a Right to that Privilege. 
| known to all that Infants as Infants, yea and for a con- 
me after they paſs the State of Infancy, until they are 
ke Promiſes for themſelves, and a perſonal Profeſſion of 
fare not admitted to the Communion of either of the 
f England or Scotland | 
urch of England they muſt be able to anſwer the Queſ- 
rtain Catechiſe, in relation to the Apoſtle's Creed, the 
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will be « 


date bel 


2 Rightl 
Fants 1! 


cac dil 
s to de | 
om it's 5 
moni 


1eed fw odments, and ſome other Articles of Faith, to qualify 
who wen dufirmation, without which Confirmation they are not 
| had ! * to the holy Communion, the Law of England ex- 
they Ans it Chow little ſoever in Practice that Law is re- 


heſe Words.” And none ſhall be admitted to the holy 
u until ſuch time as he is Confirm'd or ready and 
: defiroug 


Trine 1 
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d*-firous to be Confirmed. All which confider'd, it ire; 
little Infants by Baptiſm are not initiated into the visite 
or permitted to have any Spiritual Privilege in it, as ny 
any right to the Communion of it: Conſequently they 

neſit from Baptiſm at all, for tho' it be in its own N 
initiating Ordinance, and is ſo defign'd by the Lord Je 
neither is nor can be ſo to little Intants fince it gives then 
tono Privilege, to which they would not have a Right yi 

If it be ſaid, they have a Right to go to Church 9 
Parents, it may be anſwer'd, they would have the (i 
without it. | 7 

If it be ſaid they have a Right as they grow upin 
hear the Word preached, and have alſo a Right to theP 
the Church; to this it may be anſwer'd, they would hay 
to thoſe Things, it they were not baptized. 

If it be (aid that when they come to Years of Di 
to the Exerciſe of their Rea ſon and do profeſs Faith in en. 
Promiſe to renounce the Devil and all his Works, and tol 
Gadly Life, that then they have a Right to the Sacranf 
Supper, and the holy Communion of the Church, 

To this I anſwer (with deſire my Reader will deli 
it, that he will think twice before he paſſes Judgment, i" 
cially careful that no prejudices poſſeſs his Judgment SF" 
2 Seit from which Chriſt expects an honeſt and faithful 
I ſay my Anſwer is that fince the deferring of Bapt 
unneceſſary, and that it doth not indanger the Damnat 
fants for that their Salvation is made ſafe another eu 
they have no Right to the Communion of the Chucë ae 
come to Age and mike Promiſes for themſelves, and bt 
tians with their own Conſent 3 This is the only fit ini 5: 
them Chriſtian Baptiſm, and to initiate them into Wi 
Church, and to a Right to all the Privileges thereof ato 
ally conſidering that they thereby keep their Children % 
'tił they are well inſtructed in the Articles of the G 
and act in an agreeableneſs to the Practice of the primil 
who thus did for the Space of Four Hundred Tem 
ſerved: Ludovicus Vives thus exprefſ-s himſelf, Not pt 
* old baptized but thoſe who were of Age, who dil . 
& dertand what the Miſtery of the Water meant, bee 
4 ſyne, To which-add the Words of Dr: Field Tb. 
« that were born of Chriſtian Parents, befides tho 
* converted from Paganiſm put off their Baptiſm for 
„ inſ>much that many were made Biſhops befott 
6 baptized. | 

I ownl am not a little ſurpriz d, that Gentlemen ® 
eſt Senſe and of ſober Converſations will continue a Pi 
tend ſo warmly for it; which they themſelves ſo pft 
lickly confeſs to be uſeleſs: A Practice without lu 
the Infant may be ſaved ; and 2 Practice by which i 
either one way or other, 
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ved by learned Pedobaptiſts that antiently when Men 
ded ( contrary to the Practice of the Apoſtolical Church) 
> Sacrament of Baptiſm: to Infants, they thought they 


j 


ext 
fable 


LS nol 


they uch bound to give them the Sacrament of the Supper 
M ordiagly they gave it them, and that for ſome hundred 
fes in the L an Gree Churches 3 upon which a certain 
then {Fs it 25 his Opinion, that the one * be given as well 

bt uin for chat in reality they had no Right to either; and 


ch vi 


Perſuaſion, that the 8 of baptizing Infants came 
e (an 


jon a Miſtake of our Lord's Words to Nicodemus, John 3. 
wt born of Water and the Spirit, cannot enter into the Kingdom 
nd that the practice of communicating. Infants, or giv- 
Supper, came in upon a- like Miſtake of his Words in 
Juhn, Whoſeever eats not my Fleſh and drinks not my Blood, they 
in them, See Dr. Barlow Biſhon of Lincoln's Lotter to 
All which duly confider'd, will bring us to the Truth 
veſtion, (i. e.) that Infants are not the Subject 
aptilm. 
proceed to argue againſt Infant's Right to Baptiſm, 


up in 
the? 
ld hay 


Dil 
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Sacram attantableneſs thereof by the Holy Seriptures and 
gelbe derſtanding Man will grant that if the Holy Scrip- 
nt, u uatrant it, it muſt then be accounted an unwartan- 
nent * ö | 

fazthiu | 

f Brill Argument the Tenth. 

Damnal : 0 | | 
2 ſnould be received as an Article of the Chriſtian Faith 
Church neceſſary to Man's Salvation, but what is read: in 
and b ptures or may be proved from thence, then the Doc- 
ly fit tif 's Baptiſm is not to be received as an Article of the: 
m into IM", or as any way neceflary to Man's Salvation. 
_—_ :- ſhould be received as an Article of the Chriſlian 
"(dren Therefore &c. 


the Chn tropofition is the 6th of the 39 Article of the Church of 
be Conſequence of the Major may thus be proved. 


aß 
. Ls: of laſants Baptiſm be not read in the Holy Scrip- 
„„ N proved thereby, then the Conſequence of the Mas 
ho a ine of Infant's Baptiſm is neither read in holy Scrip - | 
4 1 p proved thereby: Therefore we. | 
ide tho the Minor of this Argument, I further argue. 
riſe fo! 


of Infant's Baptiſm: be either read in holy Scrip» 
+hiy thereby, then ſome one or other of the Gen- 
yy Side the Queſtion, can point out that part of- 
mt is read, or by which it can be proved. 

otany one of thoſe Gentlemen who ſtand on the 
zition, can point out any part of. Holy Scripture 


f F 
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in which the Doftrine of Infants Baptiſm is read, of by 
can be proved, — 'Pheretore &c. . 

I know it has been alleig'd by the Gentlemen | oy 
tho' the Doctrine and Praftice of biptizing Infants cant 
by any expreſs Scripture, 2 it may be proved by Con 
which they fay are juſtly deduced from the Scripture; 
have taken abundance of Pains to find out thoſe Conſegue 
have conſumed abundance of time which they might þ 
a much better Improvement of, for I think J can withy 
ſay, that tho lam very far from being one of the firong 
Anabaptiſts, yet weak as 1 am, I can undertake to ſhey | 
neſs of all the Arguments which as yet hath appearcdi 
Confidence of which, 1 ſhall turther argue. 


Argument the Eleventh, 


If the Practice of baptizing Infants cannot be proved 
either by ſome Precept in Scripture exprefly commandin 
ſome Prefident in Scripture expreſly ſhewing it to beth 
of holy Men mention'd therein, nor by any Conſequen 
fairly deducible from the Holy Scriptures ; then the 
biptizing Infants is unwarrantable : 

But the Practice of baptizing Infants cannot be pro 
table, either by any Precept in the Holy Scripture ex 
manding it, or by any Prefident exprefly ſhewing it tol 
tice of holy Men mentioned therein, nor by any Conſt 
aud fairly deducible from any thing therein premiſed! 

Therefore the Practice of baptizing Infants is unw: 
was to be proved, and every Man is bound to admit it 
I conceive) unlefs he knows of ſome Paſſage in hol 
which warrants the Practice either by Precept, Prefice 
_ honeftly arifing from what is premiſed in fut ti 

oly Scripture 3 but for the preſent I muſt beliere Muce: 
Paſſige is to be found inal] the divine Writings: For 
be ſuppoſed, that were it poſſible to find any ſuch Pall 
or other of thoſe Gentlemen who have hitherto wrote 
largely in Favour. of Infants Baptiſm, would certain) 


nt, h 
Infant 


us to it; but this they have not done, and it will ht 
fiogular in my Opinion as to this particular, when bis Arg 
as Dr. Barlow Biſhop of Lincoln, has profeſſed himſelſ ben 


pinion '28 in theſe Words I have read what my 800 
Barter, Dr. Hamond and others bave wrote upon ti 
© | muſt own that I am not a little ſurpriz'd, thathle 
Parts ſhould ſay ſo much to ſu little Purpoſe for! 
* any thing like an Argument for Infant's Baptilo 

I am perſuaded that all who are impartial will 
Barbw was 2 good Judge of an Argument, and thi 
Mind candidly ;- for where 2 Mau ſhall ſpeak 2g? th P; 
admitted to bs 2 - probable Sign of his Sincerity e to 
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r. Zamond, and thoſe others the Biſhop ſpeaks of, did 
they could in Favour of the Cauſe they eſpouſed, and 
did as much as could be dune by any other, but it is impoſ- 
en of the clears it Heads and brighteſt Parts ro ſupport & 
ad Practice, which the Holy Scriptures refuſe to maintain. 
rally granted, that the Scriptures do no where. require it, 


by 
| Opp 


hot! 


Con 


net; 

agu t the Hittory of the A&s of the Apoſtles, gives no expreſs 
eht Hits being practic'd by them, ſo that now nothing is pre- 
widol Conſequences, a bout which it is an eaſy thing for Men 
Rong Ft confi era ble Parts to be miſtaken. pate] 
ſhew | chief Juſtice Cook in matters of Law, ſpecially in ſuch 


wherein Man's Lite is concern'd; is very much againſt 
es, what his Lordſhip calls argumentative Verdicts; in re 
re attended with ſuch notorious uncertainties, and there 
bpoſſibility far Men to be miſtaken in their Conceptions 
even when they are ciligently ſeeking out the Truth, 
guage of unintelligible Circumſtances, attending certain 
„ whereupon: they have brought in innocent Perſons 


eardt 


h. 


roved 
mand 


to be Math for Crimes they were no way concen'd in, whereof 

equend P gives. {ome Inſta nces. | | 

ea the WY om divine Hiſtory, that good old Jacob (notwithſtand- 
Prophet ) was miſta ken in the Joncluſion he came to 

be pra ehe Death of his Son Foſepb, whoſe Coat was brought 

ture en or torn, and bloody 3 he. knew the Coat was Joſepo 8, 


vg it to be torn and bloody he draws this Conclution 


ng it to 

"Conſe Conſequence from the Premiſes, F-/eph is no doubt torn 
emiſcd ; | | 
. una | conceive, be for the advantage of the Pedobaptiſts 


how much more eaſy it is for them to be miſtaken, in 


admit | i 
nts Right 10 Baptiſm, as a Conſ-quence from ſome- 


Q in hol 


preſidefi bey find premis'd in holy Scripture ; for Inſtance they 
in (ei they ſuppoſe they find that Infants were in Cove- 
believe Merce they infer they have a Right to Baptiſm; whereas 
gy: Fee nfideration might diſcover, how unnatural the Infe- 
uch Pal they argue upon it. Thoſe that have an Intereſt 
to woe ha ve a Right to the 8 EA LS of the Covenant : 


| Infants have an Intereſt in the Covenant; — Therefore 
will sat to the S E ALS of it Now let a due attention 
when (P's Argument, and the corruption of the reaſoning will 
when apply'd to their own Practice; for obſerve they 

\t my ee Right to theSE ALS: of the Covenant, in the 
yet in Practice they give them but one, viz. Baptiſm, 
that Va" back from the Supper, which they own to be the 
"0 for! ow if it ſhould be made a Queſtion, which of the 
ol Infant the moſt Injuſtice, the Baptiſt or Pedobaptiſt 5 

tial will eeping from them both Seals, or the Pedobaptiſts in 
and tht them one? ſuppoſing they have a Right they are 
| Parties, and the wrong they receive from the Bap- 

le to what they receive from the Pedobaptift. But 


4 upon 


\ 4 
it 
4 
Yo 
i 
1 
1 
il 


- _— 


34 | Infants not the Subject: of 


upon the ſuppoſition they have no right, the Baptiſts da 
wrong at all: And however this matter is, the Bapyi 
Conſiſtency with themſelves, for in keeping away both 
they may be ſately call'd Seals, which is deny'd ) it is} 
believe with Dr. Barlow Biſhop of Lincoln, that they he 
to neither. But the Pedobaptiſts act inconſiſtently with 
for they believe they have a Right to both, 1o the 81 
the Covenant in the Plural Number, and yet they gie 
one. The very truth is that they have a Right to neith 
let it be noted that neither is Baptiſm or the Lord'; g 
call'd the Seals of the Covenant in holy Scripture ; thef 
ny other Confideratfons might lead us to ſee, that thi 
Reaſoning is very corrupt, and terminates in the mo 
and unreaſonable Concluſions. 

Again they obſerve, that Infants were circumciz'd undi: 
and thence they infer by Conſequence, that they ought 
tiz'd under the Goſpel, for after this manner do they re 

It Infants had a Right to Circumcifion under the Law, 
a Right to Baptiſm under the Goſpel, — But the firſt 
Therefore the laſt. Town it is very ſtrange to me; d 
learned Men, and of ſuch great account, as are amo 
baptiſts, ſhould reckon this good Reaſoning, ſpeciay e 
ſuppoſed they muſt needs know, how many ſeverzl le! 
gument may be turned upon them, as thus, Firſt if In We 


| Right to the. Paſſover under the Law, they have: lat, 


Lord's Supper under the Goſpel; —— But the firſt Meg 
Therefore the laſt: The Reaſoning is their own, but 
will not account the Conclufion to be juſt and honelt 
If none but the Males had a Right to Circumciſion Nota. 
then none but the Males have a Right to Baptiſm u m. 
pel,— But the firſt is true—— Therefore the laſt, Ne. 
Reaſoning is ſtill the ſame, but all muſt grant it ter 
unnatural and falſe Concluſion, and fairly ſhews u, WPoug| 
Abrabam's Seed had any thing to do with CircumciWbly | 
zlone from the Covenant that God made with him vs 
from the expreſs word of God: And therefore to a: of 
to any ſuppoſed Seal, fimply from the Intereſt they hits ar, 
venant, is in mp Opinion moſt ridiculous ; fince evideWtits x 
had an Intereſt in the Covenant, altho they had a 
with the Seal. be W 

Again the Pedobaptiſts obſerve, that our Lord v Citi 
in his Arms and bleſſed them, ſaying, of ſuch is the ku 
Hence they alſo infer Infants Right to Baptiſm bj 
2 Conſequence as clear as the Sun, thus they realc 
Infants have a Right to the Kingdom of Heaven wh 
er, they have a Right to Baptiſm which is the leſſe 
is 1rue——Therefore the laſt, That it may appett 
bly the Concluſion is deduc'd from the Premiſes, | 
give the Argument a Turn upon my good Friends ti 


if loſants have a Right to the Kingdom of Heaven which 
ner, then they he ve a' Right ro the Lord's Supper, which 
But the firſt is true —— Therefore the laſt; the 
theirown, and the Minor is their on, and the C | 
t as naturally as in theirs, but co ſay the Truth of it; it 


ara] mn both. 


f 


oth 
ſh 
oth | 
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= the Pedobaptiſts do take netice, that in à certain Paſſa 
zee, Children { in an undetermined Senſe ) are faid' to 

1 i from thence alſo they infer, Infants Right to Baptiſm, 
Fung from the Words. If the Infants of belieying Parents 
. they have a Right to Baptiſm But the firſt is true r= 
it dhe laſt.  Marvelouſly fleange, that theſe ſhould be the 
mob of Men of Senſe / far the Abſurdity of ſueh Reafoning, 
us by _—_— the Ar - = rpg) N_—_— believing 
1.88: boly, they have a Right to t ord's Supper; — 

— jrſt is true Therefore the laſt. e 
they u luaded that if they will allow themſelves the Liberty 
e Lav Mite and think calmly of this Matter, they will plainly fee 
e 60 they to uſe a Thouſand ſuch Arguments as theſe, the 
me; ce of the 15 can never be deſended. I ſhall only 
e amol eir pretended Conſequences one Step further, and take 

decide for the preſent. 10 

ver) ue Notice that the divine Hiſtorian informs us, that whole 
-& if A were baptized by the Apoſtles, and thence they con- 
ve 2 lafant's Right to Baptiſm may be deduced by an unde- 
ne firſt fequence and that becauſe Infants are parts of Hoyſh- 
wn, but really aſtoniſh'd at the Dimſightedneſs of Men, and 
| bone. ch that ingenious Men ſhould imagin, that what is taken 
Gon unottance is a juſt and natural Inference,  «. ' 
priſm u manner do they argue from this Relation, whole Howſh- 
ie at, .; and Infants are Parts of Houfholds, — There- 


nt it del 
1eWs ub, 
itcume 


what? — I am ſure it will not be juſt to ſay There- 
ought to be baptiz d: For no fuch Concluſion lies in, 
Ibly come from the Premifes, more than I ſhould inter 


ch him r to the Supper from their Right to the Paſſover by 2 
re to af yof Reafoning, thus; whole Houfnolds eat the Paſſover 
A they Urs are ports of Houſholds —, Therefore —what ?— Let 
ice evide Wilts make the Conclufton what they will, ſo they make 
ey had one: As for our Parts we have no need to {ay mores 


de Weakneſs of this Reaſoning, then that there were, 


Lord wi Cities a vaſt number of Houſholds in which there 
i, the K ſhould it then be thought range that three great 
ptiſm World ſhould afford three Houſholds in which there 
hey reals, One in the City of Corinth, ſaid to be the chief City 
ea ven ue in Philippy the chief City of Macedonia, and one in 
the neiple City of 4: Whers then lies and whence then 
y appeat nſequence; moſt certain it ie, that what they call 
miles, e none at all. 55 e 


I heartily 
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think may be moſt clearly colleted from the Words of 


1 


World has wander'd after her, the Anabaptiſts bait 


36 Infants not the Subjects of 


\.T heartily wiſh that Chriſtian Prudence would ding 
bapriſts to conſider whether they have juſt Reaſon to heli 
they are better Judges of 7 than were the Þ 
the primitive Churches for the ficſt four Centurics, who g 
ſee lafants Right to Baptiſm, as a Conſ-quence couch 
thing premis'd in holy Scripture, and therefore they kept 
dren Catecumens, until well inſtructed in the Faith, and; 
rightly qualifi d to receive that Sacrament, beſides alſo iti 
ble to remark, that when Infant's Baptiſm was firſt þ 
and in the fifth Age of Chriſtianity had got a Party fir 
to lupport it, and too ſtrong for the true Church to with 
doth not appar that it was brought in upon the foot of ( 
ces but rather from a Miſtake in a prevailing Opinion in th 
that 3:ptiſm took away original Sin on which they img 
the Salvation of Infants dying in Infancy was precarious 
to be doubted, unleſs they were baptized before their Des 


| 


nons of thoſe Councels which decreed its Practice, the firk 
as Dr. Jeremy Taylor Biſhop of Down and Connor ſeems to ad 
which alſo appears from the Magdeburgh Hiftory, was the 
Councel held in the qgth Century, the Words of whoſe( 
That it is our Will that all that affirm, that young 
receive everlaſting Life, albeit they be not by the 
© of Grace or Baptiſm renewed ; and that will not tl 
« Children, which are new born from their Mothers Wi 
«* be baptiz'd to the taking away of Original Sin, 
That they be Anathematiz'd. 

Since this Canon curſes. thoſe who affirm'd that yt 
dren ſhould receive everlaſting Life without Baptiſm, i 
there were ſuch who taught that Infants might be (ar 
it, Secondly fince the Canon condemns thoſe: who 


- tiſm to Infants, it's thence evident there were thoſe who Lord 


againſt Infants Baptiſm, and who taught that Bapti 
take away Original Sin as they did, and the apoſtats \ 
ever ſince corruptly imagin'd, and on which Foot it 

fant's Baptiſm vas firſt brought in, and is ever ſince con 
take away the Danger which attends the delay of! 


then what is there left to ſupport the too early 108 (m 
of it: If Infants may be ſafe tho? dying without it r ta 
caſion to wreſt and ſtrain any Texts of Scripture to , Pra; 
natural Conſequence to maintain an unneceſſaty Prat to ot 


Obſerve from this Canon, how early the Pedobapt 
firſt appearance of Pedobaprtiſm. learned the way of | 
poor Anabaptiſts with their frightful Anatbemas, Vi 
Lo been continued in the, ſucceeding Councels : 

Trent curſes them heartily, it's well for them poor He 
Curſe cauſeleſs.cames not; for ever ſince the Beaſt 90 


Iivacd 
the 
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for the Antichriſtian Arrows to fly at. 
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| ® 2nd holy Ghoſt 3 for the word doth nor ſignify to teach, but 


* of Chriſt cannot intitle a Man to this Privilege before Ms 


Faith, and fb become Chriſt's Diſciples 5 which do 


_ vidence to the Practice of his time, He ſhews they 
| Elrrift's Diſciples, and then baptized them 44.07 


8 fans not the Subjeths of 


PF 
Gt g . . a : 
and Heatheniſh- Idolatries they may profeſs.m 
come my Diſciples, receive the Truth and dalle Nan 
A. ihey do I charge you to baptize them in the Name of hel 


* caſion, Jobs 4. I. Jeſus made and baptized more Dil. 
* Foby. Fir this is the Senſe that all the antient Trang ® 
4 7n, nor indeed will the Text it ſelf bear any other. ſpect 
that of teaching; for tho the Apoſtles ſhould have taught 
tions, yet they were not preſently to baptize them unle( 
came Diſciples, and Profeſſors of the Doctrines that 4 
* taught. A Man may be taught the Doctrine of the G0 
« yet not believe it; and even tho? he ſhould believe in, 
« ke openly profeſſes bis Faith in it, he ought not preſent 
 baptiz'd 3 for without this outward Profeffion, the very; 


© Diſciples, denoting, the ſame here as that dork? upon the 


* doth before God';'becaufer we cannot know how any ftin 
th Chrift, but by their outward Profeflion of him, 'T; 
4 ward Poffeffion: of Chriſt that intitles us to the inward 
* tual Grace + but it is the outward Profeſſion of him oi 
* titules us to the outward viſible Sign in Baptiſm &. 
Thus far the Biſhop, with which Dr' Whitby in his Ex 
this Text well agrees; to which I defire my Reader will e / 
This is moſt certain, that it is with the Heart Man be : 
with tire Mouth Confeſſion. of that Faith muſt be made to WP: 
anct whoever reads with proper attention, the Hiſtory of | 
the Apoſtles, will ſee that they thus underſtood their Cs | 
that. they were firſt to wake Men and Women Diſcipl« bie 
teaching them, and then to baptize them; which Ul 
always obſerved, 43 2, 3 to 41. They firſt preached ene. 
to, the Hebrews, and when they had gladly received the V 
ed, and were perſuaded to embrace the Lord Jeſus, they 
tized: The 8th Chapter of the 48; ſhews us, that 
prezeli'4 the Kingdom of Chriſt. to the Samaritans, and Bi be u 
wet? perſnaded'to believe Philiy's Doctrine and to bee emo 
Uiſriples, in making a Profeſſion of that Faith, they u wor. 
Borti. Men and Women : The ſame Method was obſer iſ R 
Brblopian èunuch; alſo with Grnelivs and thoſe that wen th 
as A93:10,, The like with Lydia and the Faylor A 16. vit 
Chapter ſhews us, the ſame Method was obſerv'd by 1MQivic 
Thmthrur'in the City of Corinth; they preached the Gol (opt; 
and perſuaded,them to believe it, and to make a Profei 


tized both Men and' Women, This Order was} 
d almaſt generally for four Hundred Years, 20 
Church to this vety- Day, Juin Martyrs Appleg) 151 


People to believe. the Doctrine preachd to them, an 


_— 
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Chriſtian Baptiſm. 


39 


hem to do. This order out Conſcience compels us who 
d Anabaptiſts, to obſerve with the utmoſt exaQneſs in 
r, as believing otherwiſe to act, will be in Contradiction 
y Scripture, which will as I conceive yer futther appear 
following Argument. 


Argument the Thirteenth. 


1 which commands Water Baptiſm, doth command an 
the Perſon to be baptiz'd, then the baptizing of lufants 
ndition to the holy Scriptures : | 

Law which commands Water Baptiſm, doth command 
in the Perſon to be baptized : | | 3 
te the baptizing of Infants is in Conttadiction ro the 
tures, . — 


jor of this Argument hath the Whole of the new Teſta- 
tend it; tor from thence it is manifeſt that the Com- 
baptiſm doth not only require an Action in the liniſter 
but alſo it requires an Action in the Perſon to be bap- 
is ( and that moſt juſtly ) expected to be active, as 
e Adminiſtrator. Act 2. 38. Peter ſaid, Repent and be 
#22, 16. 4nnanias {aid to Paul, Brother Saul; why tar- 
iſe and be baptized. | 
:d Redeemer in commanding Men to be active unto whom 
lm is to be admiiniſtred, doth not lead them with a bea · 
which he himſelf refus'd to touch with the tip of his Fin. 
has made himſelf a remarkable Example of a cheerfu 
ence to his Father's Wil), fulfilling all Righteouſn 
ily that of Baptiſm. He did not ſend for Joby from 
ice 10 baptize him, but he took a Journey from G4. 
to Jobn to receive Baptiſm from him, there in the 
be waited upon his Miniſtry, and he preſs'd eartieffly 
moving all John's Objections which Rood on the foot 
worthineſs, and would not on any Pretence whatſo- 
s Refuſal, as may be ſeen in that Diſcourſe which 
n them on this Subject. Matb. 3. ; . 6-285 
| with a pleaſing and affecting admiration remark 
livity in going into the Water with Jahn, an Ac- 
Ceptableneſs of which, his Father bore Teſtimony 5 
lcended the Banks of Jordan, the Spirit of Go 
deſcended upon bim; an Action, in which he is 
ied a glorious Patern and Example to Mankind, 
this juſt Expe&ations of them, that they ſhoul | 
| only in qualifying themſelves for Baptiſm, bue 
eſt in N for it when they have qualif's 
ecerys it 5 locking upon it as 2 thing of ſuch 
ter if they Have not 1 Conveniency near them, 
del many Miles to obtain it, from a firm P ere 
8 fuꝛ ion 
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46 Infants not the Subjeed; of 


ſuaſion of Mind, that it behoves them to fulfil all þ; 
neſs, and which they cannot do without it, 
True it is John the Baptiſt endeavour'd to accomodate h 
much as mignt b- to the Conveniencies of the People, ſd 
not always continue in one place; he ſtaid for a Tim: 
derneſs of Fud:a at Jordan for the Benefit. of Feruſalm ar 
and the Regions round about; from whence the People 
properly active, cams out to him and were baptized of him 
confeſſing their Sins; from thence he removed to Bethake 
Fordan for the Advantage of the adj2cent Country, an 
continued there for a Time, he went to Enon neat & 
Places where there was much Water, Rivers proper fe 
Adminiſtration of the Ordinance, and ſo well ſuited to th 
of his Miniſtry ; for a Baſon, the Popiſſi Invention of the 
Century was not thought of in bis Time. 

Now as from this R-lation*of John's moving from plac 
we learn that Chriſt's . Miniſters muſt accomodate the 
much as may be, and in the beſt manner they can to th 
ency of Mankind, ſo we learn from Men's going out to hi 

yarter; to receive Baptiſm from him in the place wher 
nitter'd it, that it is God's Expectation that Men ſhall ir 
cept of the beſt Accomoiations that Miniſters can give 
muft be willing if need ſo requires, to tri vel many Mig 
Baptiſm rather than to be without it, for this is moſt c 
the Law which commands Baptiſm, doth as well comm 
tion in the Party to be baptized as it commands an A 
Miniſter to baptize; and accordingly they were aQive 
ſeen already, and as the following Te-ts of Scripture gl 
us. Math. 3. throughout, Jobn 1, 28. Chap 3. 23 
Chap. 16. 13. | | 

The Commiſſion doth not oblige Miniſters to baytit 


Le, 
nite] 


without the Conſent of the Party; and if they coul! 0 !! 
Force would be of no ſaving Advantage to the Party ; 
muſt themſelves move freely to God-ward ; for tf nit 
ence is founded in Perſonal Perſuafion, as Mr. An ey 
cellently well ſhewn us, and that all external Fer 
which the Mind perſuades not, is an Abomin tion tt ady 
The Commiſſion doth as well cal) for Obedience in Ap 
aK s 


be baptized, as in the Miniſter to whom the Comm 
it is their Buſineſs to be active in their application 
for Baptiſm, and thereupon Miniſters are ty'd by ! 
to give Baptiim to ſuch, againſt whom they haven 
tions. All which confider's, the Minor Propoſition 
have nothing to make good but the Conſequence « 
to which Purpoſe I further Argue. 

If little Infants be altogether paſſive in the Sacram! 
and have it not in their Power to give any actitt 
Chriſt therein, then the Conſequence of the Major i 


hall 
a to 
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Chriſtian Bapriſm, 41 
le Infants are altogether paſſive in the Sacrament of Bap- 
| have it not in their Power to give any active Obedience 
therein :>> Therefore Fc. as was to be proved, and which 
y otherwiſe be prov-d thus, N 


tive and paſſive Obedience, which any Perſon pays t 
blolutely 1nfigathc- nt, in which the Soul or . Man 


j 


uh 


ate hi 
e. (ot 
nz in 
lem an 


£0 is ; . . * . * 

p 6 her paſſive, vr without ſpiritual Activity to God - ward, 
ethabar ,onſ-q-nce of the Major is true, 8 ? 
ry, u. firmer, is true—— ['herefors the latter. 

ty, | 


ir $a 
Per 10 


ene; for violence and a ſuperior Power forceth it to that, 
of it has no [nclioation, ; N 4 | 
be poor innocent Infant is pa ſſi ve in Body, it is alſo ſo in 
_ 1 Conſent to the thing: Now how acceptable to God 
wy * NEE Man ſhould wiſely conſider, and judge 
to thi 1 | | 
0 * ke this Matter yet more plain, and give a greater 
ee whe Reaſoning, I ſhall ſtare the foregoing Argument other- 
lin + Bp . : | 
wi ww which requires Water Baptiſm. doth ſpe: k precep- 
ay dl Perſon to be baptiz'd, then the Baptiſm of little Infauis 
moſt eon to the holy Scriptures : 
\ comm” which re quires Water Baptiſm, doth ſpeak precep- 
J n A Perſon to be ba ptized : - | of 
> 6 the baptizing little Infants is in Contradiction to the 
FIT). we 
15 x. 4 44 Conſequence of the Major of this Argument, 
pat iely wiſe and juſt God did never ſpeak by any Law 
ve *. to little Infants, then the Conſequence of * 
arl 
oh 4 "finitely wiſe and juſt God did never ſpeak by any 
Ar, Abe rely to little Infants: —— Therefore Sc. as wzs to 
enal Vet | 
rc ey obſerved that the Goſpel of Chriſt doth ſp-ak 
"Jience nl Mankind, commanding them to be baptized, as 
Comm aks preceptively to Miniſters commanding them to 
plication al we entertain ſuch a wild, and unbecoming No- 
y'd by | 8 to ſuppoſe that it would conſiſt with his infinite 
y haven Juſtice, to make a Law which ſhould be binding ta 
zpoſition or binding to any who want the Power of Obedience; 
quence | moſt unreaſonable to ſuppoſe it, becauſe ſuch a Law 
| ultice bear any Penalty, for a Subject is unpuniſhable 
e Sacra! mY is impoſſible 3 hence we ſay, that Infants and 
_—_— to no Law, and the Reaſon is plain, becauſe they 
t of efercifing their Reaſon. That glorious God 


"With, is more juſt than to command blind Men to 


b Majot i 
Nohear, or 9 Men to ſpeak ; for juſ Commands 
| 2 


know, that in Baptiſm the Infant is altogether paſſive | 
ſy tar, as it diſcovers its Diſlike to it by crying, L $ 


always 
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42 Infant, not the Subject. of 


always ſuppoſe Power of Obedience, All which conſe; 
Man ſhall ſay that little Infants are liable to any Puniſh; 
account of their not heing baptized or that Bapriſm being 
beyond the Time of Infancy ſhal: be attended with w 
quences, dangerous to little Infants 3 I muſt believe, (hy 
Mz n's Ignorance is too great to find a Center any where hy 

Vety hacd is that Man's Thought, who has a hard Th 
a little harmleſs Infant, of whom Chriſt hath ſaid of ſu i 
dom of Heaven: And turther, that whoſoever is not converted g 
like a little Child, he ſball in no <viſe enter into it. From the 
muſt conclude, thar the La which commands Water Bay 
command ſome to be baptized, but doth not command lif 


is not only without 3 Command from Chriſt, but it i; 
diction to it, which ſpe. ks preceptively to thoſe: who ar 
jects of Baptiſm. And as the Practice of baptizing [nf 
trary to the holy Scriptures, ſo alſo it is contrary to the 
Practice of the primitive Chriſtians in the firſt and pure 
the Goſpel, as | have already ſhewn, and ſhall now fu 
gu'ng againſt lafant's Right to Baptiſm, taken from ib 
the primitive Chriſtians, 


Argument the Fourteenth, 


| IE it was the Opinion of the primitive Cheiſtians in th 
pur-{t Ages of the Goſpel, that it was too early to a 


tiſm in Infancy, then the baptizing of Infants is both WW, 
the Senſe and Practice of the primitive Chriſtians, in i 
pureſt Ages of the Goſpel, | urth 
But it was the Opinion of the primitive Chriſtian, Wi be 
and pureſt Ages af the Goſpel, that it was too early oP" g' 
Baptiſm in Infancy. : ptif 
Therefore the haptizing of Infants is both contrary i lt. i 
and Practice of the primitive Chriftians in the firſt aud the 
of the Goſpel. | nd t 
lam perſuaded that thoſe Gentlemen, in Oppoßtohut r 
ſtand, will allow that this Argument is good, and mul the 
Force againſt [Infants Right to Baptiſm, provided ted 


zofition be defended; wherefore in Defence f it If 
lf it was the Cuſtom of the ancient Chriſtians, in th 
pureſt Ages of the Goſpel, to keep their Children 
until they were well inſtructed in the Articles of ! 
Faith, before they haptized them; then it is eviden 
the Opinion of rhe primitive Chriſtians, that it #4 
2dminifter Baptiſm in Infancy, 3 

But it was the Cuſtom of the ancient Chriſtians 
and pureſt Ages of the Goſpel, to keep theif Chile 
until they were well inſtructed in the Articles of the 
þefore they baptized themy. ' 


Chriflian Baptiſm. - 43 


ue it is moſt manifeſt that it was the Opinion of the 
Chriſtians, that it was too early to adminiſter Baptiſm 
-25 was to be proved, 57 ID BON 2 004 276 
{: rake the forgoing Argument / more briefly, thus. 
the not to account thoſe Perſons the Suvj*Rs of wu 
0 whom the primitive Chriſtians in the and pure 
he Goſpel deny'd it. | in | | 
primitive Chriſtians in the firſt and pureſt Ages of the 
id refuſe Water Baptiim to little Infants : + 2427 T2053 
pre we ought got to account them the Subjects of it. 
fly think that any of the candid and knowing 
uptiſte, will pat me upon the Proof of the Minor Pro 
becauſe there is ſuch a vaſt Number of the Learned of 
Party, who do not only allow it, but have alſo plainly 
ely afhirm'd it. I hall content my ſelf with mentioning 
p few of them. + | 1 


in his primitive Chriſtianity gives us a lage Account of 
cumens in the early Ages of the Goſpel, and how the 
had their Children by that laudable Practice of Cate- 
m wel) inſtructed in the Articles of the Chriſtian Creed 
baptized them; Baptiſm being delay'd to ſeveral of 
they were thirty Years of Age; and to this Account 
at Number of our Engliſh Writers, as well as othee 
o all Pedobaptiſts; as every Man will find. who for 
d the Truth's Sake, wil} do himſelf the Favour of 
, Stennets's Anſwer to Mr. David Ruſſen, Mr. Benj. Keath'g 
d, and Dr. Gale's Remarks on Dr. Walls Hiſtory of Infants 


* 


urther parteularizing of Perſons, the next whoſe Evi- 
hriftians be called for upon this Point, ſhall be Curcellers, whoſe 
early Ms given in theſe Words. ESTI ines 
duſm was not known in the World in the two firſt Ages 
ontrary , in the third and fourth it was approved by a few, at 
firſt 200 che fifth and following Ages it began to obtain in divers 
nd therefore we obſerve this Rite indeed as an antient 
)ppofro” not as an Apoſtolical Tradition, And in another place 
1, and ml the Cuſtom of baptizing Infants did not begin before 
vided Weise after Chriſt, and there appears not the leaſt Foot 
e of it lin the two firſt Centuries. | Yue 
ans) in Mat and Confeſſion of Curcellens doth well agres with 
Child Dr. Barer Biſhop of Lemcoln, in his Letter to Mr. 
rauch is ( faith he) I believe, that Infant's Baptifm 

he Church in the ſecond Century how or by whon 

and in the third and fourth it began to be pra tic 
erally ; for ſure I am, that in the firſt Ages they were 
mint, and then Illuminati, that is, they were firſt Ca- 
dence of theſe two great Men, I ſhall: fabjoin the 
fin Martyr to the Emperor Antoninus Pius, on the Be. 


half 
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half of the Chriſtians, in which Apology he gives th, 
of their Practice. | 

As many as are perſuaded and do believe thoſe thing 
them to be true, we admoniſh them to Faſt and Pry 
“ Faſt and Pray along with them; then we bring them 
* ter, and in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Gh, 
& are waſhed in the Water. 
| Surely it muſt be admitted, that this Apology of ui 
doth ſhew what was the Practice of the Church in his f 
which correſponds with the Practice of the baptized ( 
(commonly call'd 4nabaptifts ) at this Day. For they ax 
ſame Opinion with him, as alſo of Ba, the Great, whi 
are viz. ” Faith and Baptiſm are two Means of Salyati 
ly allied and inſeperable; for Faith is perfeRted by 
« 2nd Baptiſm is founded upon Faith. 

Here I might bring ina Clond of Evidences in Supp 
Minor Prop«fition of this laſt Argument, all Ge tleme 
and Credit; but I refer my Reader to Mr. Foſetb Stem 
Reach, Col. Henry Danvers, Dr, Gale, Delaun's Plea for 

Conformiſt, and ſhall here only add that memorable 90 
thenatius, ſo particularly noted in Hiſtory, which I thin n 
ſelf alone be ſuſſicient; The Story is this. When 4th 
but a Boy and playing with a Number of other Boys, who 
with himſelf were Catecumens, theſe Boys in their Pl 
themſelves into a Kind of Church Body; ane Part of the 
ſented the Church, who choſe Athanatins for their Biſhop 
Part of them repreſented the Catecumens, and theſe were 
be examin'd by 4thanatius the Biſhop, to be catechiz'd a 
for Baptiſm 3 upon which, they anſwering to the Satishd 

new made Biſhop and Church, io proſecution of their 

» eatius went with them into the River and baptiz'd them 

This Story doth plainly ſhew us, what the Cuſtomot t 
was in Athenatins's Lime, in Reference to the adminiſtn 
great Ordinance of the Goſpel, both with reſpect to f 
and Manner of it's adminiftration. 

As to the Mode of adminiſtration, that it was not by 
little Water upon the Face, or any other part of the! 
Popiſo Cannon in the thirteenth Century makes ſuffi 
was perform'd in 2 River, as in the Apoſtles Time: And 
Subjects of Baptiſm, it is evident they were ſuch as had! 
Station of Catecumens, and ſo made acqua inted with | 
of the Chriſtian Religion, Of which number of Cate 
| St. Auſtin, St. Hierom, St. Ambroſe, as Dr. Taylor Biſhop of 
Connor owns 1n his Liberty of Propheſy p. 330 to 333 whett 
ſerve the Biſhop ſays that the Neceſſity of Infants Bapt 
determin'd in the Church until the eighth Age after ( 

Mr. Deluune in his Plea for the Non-Conformiſt bf! 
2 learned French Man to evidence that Baptiſm in! 


Times was delay'd to the Children of Chriſtian Patent 
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of | | 
. dd Age; which he collects from the Hi of 
26 thi ini, Gratian, Theodoſius, who were in 5 
. Century; in whoſe time a corrupt opinion obtain'd 
., chat Sins after Biptiſm could not be forgiven, which 
* Reaſon they deferr'd their Baptiſm until they thought 
Is 00 e near their Death, as fearing they might commit Sin 


WB uthortic are more than ſufficient to ſecure the Minor 
b n of ny Argument, which affirms that the primitive Ciel 
| — 3 firlt and pureſt Ages of the Goſpel, did refuſe Water 
* o little In{ants, and from which we may juſtly infer the 
2 what is affirm d in the Major, which is, that Baptiſm 
oe to be adminiſter'd to them; and tho' we do not pin 
50 1. upon the Sleeves of the great Men of thoſe Times, but 
ed bey Scriptures the Ground of our religious Perſuzfion 
18. ink that a Continuance of the Practice of bapiizing Infants 
. 0 too lictle Regard to the gray Hairs and grave Opini- 
00 fu - reverend Grandfathers of the Chrii'ian Church, 
” on” apply my ſelf to reaſon againſt Infants Right to Bap- 
the Inconveniencies into which it leads Chriſtian Com- 


: 8 a x » 
ror K hich are many, but I ſhal) mention only a tew of them. 


hen 4th | ho 
Joys wh Argument the Fifteenth. 
ny raRice of baptizing Infants, hath a natural Tendency 


riſtian Communities into Confuſion and Diſorder, then 


ir Bib it is a Pract ich i 
ice which is not of God, who hath: 

rents ſelf 2 God of Order and not. of Confuſion. if it oy 
e Satoh me of baptizing of Infants, hath a. natural Tenden + 
of their — Communities into Conſuſion and Diſorder; 
2d them. z 8 
18 of the Minor Propoſition I further argue. 

iniſt - n 2 | 
dmin i g: of baptizing Infants doth put it out of the Pow- 


10 U 4 
ſpect 1 8 to know, whether ſeveral of the Mem- 
1s not by ;; + were ever baptiz d or not; then it is. 
u of de Ml, Cen raQtice, which hath a natural Tendency to 
kes uf . me oe Confuſion and Diſorder. | 
me: Aol riſtian Co aptizing of Infants, doth put it out of the 
ch asbal if (+. 10 8 mmunities to know whether ſeveral of the 
ted wi . * ommunities were ever baptiz d or not 3 —— 
of Cari: þ 1 4 be proved. Conſequently it is not of 
» Biſhop . eclar'd' himſelf to be a God of Order and not 
uber Wnableneſs of thi 1 4 
ante Bap of this Argument will appear, when it is 
ze after d = are 4 vaſt Number of Souls in all the Nations 
for miſt dim on * er Quarters of the World, wha have had 
\priſm in ge ( 15 er adminiſter'd 5 pri- 
Man Pare o calrd) being now ſo very common among 
| | our 
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gur fol vet, how contrary ſbever the ſame. may be to the (, 
Laws of. the reſpective Communities of Proteſtants both of 
and Scotland; ſuch private Baptiſms as whereof no Rei 
kept, and that ſome by Papiſts ſome by Proteſtants of fr 
Denominations, ſome by Proteſtants in Popiſh Countries gl 
paced to Papal Tyrany, and wanting that: Liberty of (4 
which the Law of God and Nature gives them a Righ 
forc'd to do all they do in Religion in the moſt pirat 
they poſſibly can, and beſides all theſe, there be (cveril g 
ba any Baptiſm at all. IE 

Now of the numerous Quantity of Per ſons thus circy 
there be feveral who travel from one Country to another 
Quarter of the Earth to another; ſome are carry'd by thei 
from their native Country, to a place very far diſtant, yl 
are yet Infants, and then their Parents are taken ay ft 
by Death leaving em abſolute Strangers in a ſtrange Place 
grown up to Age, ſeveral of theſe travel again into other 
_ continuing without Chriſtian Communion until well ad n 
and then applying themſelves to fome Chriſtian Congregu 
Queſtion be put, whether they were ever baptiz d or not! 
not able to give any fatisfaftory Anſwer, nor is there any} 
in Nature for any Knowledge of it to any reaſonable Ca 
nor ſo much as to a rational Probability: I am perſuidt 
it was made a Queſtion to ſeveral, whether they ever wei 
or not, they lye under ſuch an uncertainty, as not to bei 
ſuch a tolerable intolerable Anſwer as this, viz. I heard 
Man fay, rat he heard my Mother's Maid fay, that it 
mefry as one of the Milk Maids When Las chriſtned by 
Prie in Perſiloania. KI. 

Now is it poſſible for any Man of Senſe to ſuppoſe 
can be Goſpel or Chriſtian Order in the midſt of ſuch 
this is, or chat ſuch a Practice can be of God, which hath 
to lead Chriſtian Communities into it; if any Man (hal 
Ffhall wiſh he may fall into'a better way of thinking 
But to paſs forward, this Confufion with which [ht 
the Practice of baptizing Infants, bad as it is, it is not (ol 
Laconveniencies into which it hurries thoſe Chriſti 
whoſe Practice it is; for it puts them under a Neceſiiſ 
niocing that, which they ( confider'd as Proteſtants) 0 
— as Errors in the Church of Nome, as may appeit! 

Ttowrog Argument, 


Argument the Sixteenth. 
That Dogrine or Practice which puts Proteſtant Cot 
der a Neceflity of building with one hand what Colle 


them to indeavour the Deſtrution of with the othth 
to the Errors of Reme, cannot be of God: 
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Doctrine and Practice of baptizing Infants, doth pur 
Communities under à neceſſity of building with one 
ze Conſcience compe ls them to indea vour the Deſtructioꝝ 


e other: ; 4 
re the Doctrine and Practice of baptizing Infants cannot 


b good the Minot Propoſition, I further argue. 


N 


il 08 ne or Practice which puts Proteſtant Communities 


cefſity of countenancing the Roman Antichriſtian Bap- 
they moſt juſtly proteſt againſt, is a Doctrine or Prac- 
puts Proteſtant Communities under a neceflity of build, 


citct 
nher,! 


EE 
05 os of with the other, in Oppofition to the Errors 


Placeit 


"ther bear be nd Practice of baptizing of Infants, doch put 


ommunities under a nec: ffity of countenancing the 


— chriſtian Baptiſm, which they moſt juſtly proteſt 
or "Wh the Doftrine and Prattice of baptizing of Infants, is 


Me (a nd Practice which puts Proteſtant Communities under 
building with one Hand, what Conſcience compels 
avour the Deſtruction of with the other, in Oppo- 
Errors of Rome. . 
r of this Argument be deny'd, the following Argu- 
cure it, | | E 
ne and Practice which puts Proteſtant Communities 
ty of countenancing the Roman Antichriſtian Sign 
cad the uſe of Cream, Spittle, Salt Sc. in the A miniſ- 
of 1 ptiſm, is a Doctrine and Practice which puts Proteſtant 
Di \ hat under a neceſſity of couritenancing the Roman Doc- 
nie 11 n, which they moſt juſtly proteſt againſt. 
ary rine and Practice of bap-izing of Infants is ſuch 2 
ny Tractice a8 puts Proteſtant Communities under a ne- 
hic eanciag the Roman Antichriſtian Sign of the Croſt 
mie am, Spittle, Salt Se. in the Adminiſtration o 
biiſtian. | 3 
N e Doctrine and Practice of baptizing of Infants, is 
eftants | and Practice, as puts Proteſtant Communities under 
V 2pPelt countenancing the Roman Doctrine of Baptiſm. - : 
* up againſt the Practice of baptizing of In- 
l in this Argument, and the Argument it {-If will 
5 enth. d-d it hal] appear that Proteſtant Communities 
N piſh Proſelites into their Communion, without v 
eſtant Con than what they had from Antichriſtiat Reme : But 
hat Conlol nted, for that a Roman Catholick renbuncing the 
he ohen Ms and Practices of Rome, he ſhall be receive 
er Bap ĩſm, than that which he had from Roms; note 
* that which Proteſtant Communities do ſv'emn'y 
| H prowtt 


kunde 
ayer wei 
t to bel 
bend n 
„ that l 
itned bf 
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proteſt againſt, and that moſt juſtly too, on the account q 
ny Superſtitions which Apoſtate Rome hath tack d to it yn 
before. All which Anti-ſcriptural, Anti-chriſtian Superſin 
Proteſtants by continuing the Practice of baptizing of | 
under a neceflity of countenancing : For ſhould they do: 
and deny the Roman Baptiſm to be good, aud upon th 
ing Popiſh Proſelites ſhould give them what they bel 
right Scriptural, or Chriſtian Baptiſm, they would prob; 
upon themſelves a Charge of re baptizing, aud fall ing 
raus Hereſy of Ana-baptiſm, a Crime for which no Abl 
be hoped for from Rome, tho? it be remark'd that the Gy 
notwithſtanding Pedoboptiſts; yer believing that Ramin 
ling a little Water upon the Pace, is not the manner o 
tring of Baptiſm, they refuſe to communicate with the 
the Account of their not being rightly baptiz'd, and y 
learn that the Greeks are afraid to be cali'd Anabaptill 
I conceive this is a Point on which the Pedobaptiſy f 
ſtow ſome of their ſerious Thoughts, for molt certain 
they either believe the Roman Baptiſm is good, or they 
they do believe it to be good, ſhould they not then pn 
however at leaſt, ſurely they ought not to proteſt again 
do not believe it to be good, why do they give ſo mu 
nance to it? why do they not with the Greeks refuſ: u 
cate with them, until they are baptiz'd, as they 29 
Holy Scriptures doth direct? perhaps ſome ſolid Thu 
this Subject may lead them to ſee what the Practice ot] 
brings them to. 
Oh how many and how great are thoſe Incon vent 
which this groundleſs, this Anti-/criptaral. this uſeleſ 
ficant thing, call'd Infant's Baptiſm, doth lead Chrih 
nities. Groundleſs I call it, becauſe it hath nothingit 
ture er Reaſon to ſupport it. Anti ſcriptural | call it, 
contrary to the Scripture,' as I have already ſhewn, 
further ſhew. 3 
Uſeleſs and infignificant I call it, becauſe the lit 
no manner of Benefit from it; for if it dies in it's [af 
vation is ſecur'd without it; and if it paſs the Time 


has no ſpiritual Privilege from it, ſince it cannot be! wer 
the holy Communion of the Church, until an ini 7 ts 
ſtanding, and ſolemn Promiſes ſhall qualify it for t " ig 
To what [I have already 1 as Inconvenie 


it leads Chriſtian Communi ies, I may further add u 
worſe than the former it puts them under an uni! 
fity to caſt away Chriſtian Diſcipline, which is not 
pel's. Honour, but the Churches Bulwark and on? 0 
Ornamente. A heavy Charge, but the following 
'conceive makes it appear to be juſt, which I bu 
tiſt will conſider. | 
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i mi | g 
Argument the Seventeenth. 
eo arine and Practice of baptizing Infants, doth put it 
N ths Power of Chriſtian Communities, to keep up Chriſtian 
blo: thoſe Communities, then it is a Doctrine and Practice 
ro ot of God : : | 
no WS) oQtrine and Practice of Infant's Baptiſm, doth put it out 
bt Rr Chriſtian Communities, to keep up Chriſtian Diſ- 
ore bose Communities — Therefore Ec. 7 
* good the Minor Prepofition, I further argue 
\ * octrine and Practice of baptizing Infants, doth lay 
N mmunities under a neceſſity of bearing with thoſe things 
"I bers of thoſe Communities which by the Chriſtian Laws 
tilts Me be born with 3 then the Doctrine and Practice of 
* Infants doth put it out of the Power of Chriſtian Com- 
' 115) keep up Chriſtian Diſcipline in thoſe Communities : 
en in Joftrine and Practice of baptizing Infants, doth lay 
wY | mmunities under a neceſſity of bearing with thoſe things 
” ers of their Communities, which by the Chriſtan Laws 
eiu M be born with, | | 
Wn the Doctrine and Practice of baptizing Infants doth 
x * the Power of Chriſtian Communities to keep up Chriſ- 
tc ein thoſe Communities, as was to be proved. 
2 that in undertaking the Defence of this Charge, I 
0 1900 full of tender and Chriſtian Compaſſion to the Pedo- 
1 008 [could wiſh with all my Soul, for the Sake of many 
obig it them, that the Charge was falſe : But we have ſo many 
** a ncholy and notorious Inſtances of the Truth thereof, as 
5 all Parties concern'd to take the Shame to themſelves, 
lory to God, in owning that the Charge is too true. 
, the lit eye that every Man who deals juſtly with Chrift, 
ie, , in Paying a proper Regard to the Honour of Re- 
7 * i, x that this Argument carries force in it againſt 
"at de o Baptiſm, provided the Article of Charge contain'd | 
5 opoſition, can be made good : If it be fairly proved 


zan 10 a 2 IT 
. tr Communities under à neceſſiiy of caſting a” 
1 lcipline, in bearing with thofe Things in the Mem- 


\ > Punities, which by the Chriſtian Laws ought 
— * but this is too eaſily proved. - 
ki not x , That Childboed and Youth are Vanity. And the 
J o + at «while we are Children, ave ſpeak and act as Chil- 
. - become Men, we do not put away ChildiſÞ things. 
oy | hu . hildren ha ve their Childiſh ways of acting and 
fa 4 we muſt all agree in this, that all Chriſtians | 
| we of Chriſtian Churches, ſhould be Men 
5 and Children only in Malice, and other par- 


neſs, 
H 2 It 
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It is known by ſad Experience that when we paſs th, 
Childhood, we too generaiiy become like an unteam'd þ, 
accuſtem-d to the Yoak, and it is very rate to find ong y 
bear the Loak in Youth : Fur that they rather chooſe ton 
ly into all the Follies and idle Extravagancies of it, all uf 
Chriſtian Communities who contend tor Infant's Baptin 
der a n-ceffi:y of bearing with; in thoſs who by Baptiſm ys 
Members of their Communities. They muſt not only þ 
the Vanity of Childhood, until about ten Years of Age, 
thence forward, with all the intollerable Exceſles of una 
ſuch as Swearing Cu: ſing, calling one another ſcandalou 
Names; fighting with one another; devoting themſely 
and other le Fleſh pleaſing Paſtimes, and that on the I 
s well as other Diys, for all Days are alike to them, fo 
Garcaly poſſible for a ſmal] Number of ſober Men and 
meet together in-the moſt peaceable Manner for divine 
without being diſturb'd by thoſe young Pedobaptiſh, th 
bers of Chriſtian Communities 
This is what I have been made to experience in that] 
ety, among whom I worſhip the God of my Fathers, nd 
ing we are undera Government as tender of tender Con 
can reaſonably be defir'd, and under Laws calculatai toy 
us our religious as well as civil Liberties; but alas wh; 
God or Man can tame them, for it is their Sport, andy 
to us they ſeem to have Pleaſure in taking Advantage 
Condition to which an Enemy has reduc'd us, 
It's an accafion of Lam ente tion to obſerve how thong 
are of God and Chriſt, how miſerably regardl:(s of 
Judgment, and without any outward Sign of one {ci 
of Eterniiy ; and yet all theſe are Members of (till. 
nities, and never laid under Church Cenſure for any 
regularities, ſo diſhonourable to the Goſpel of Chriſt; 


Jous to the Chriſtian Name; ſo contrary to the Chi o 
Law; fo diſ-greeable to a bsptiſmal Vow, and ſo De 


hurtitu! to their own Souls; yet as they grow up" 
Wickedneſs, they ſeem to be poſſeſs'd with a falſe ceſii 
whilſt perſuaded that in their Baptiſm they were cht 
Chriſt, Children of God, and Tnheritors of the Kingdom 

Doth not our Lord Jeſus by his Apoſtles ftriily d 
withdraw from every Brother who walketh diſorderly 
the Church purg-d of the Leaven of Wickednels, by 
profane Perſons to Satan, for the deftruttion of the f 
ing that evil Communication corrupts good Manners, and th 
ven will ven the qwhole Lump, And ſhall al) thoſe | 
Sifters be born with, in all their diſorderly walking ** 
O Heavens! at the Confuſion and intollerable Inch 
which this needleſs Practice of baptizing Infants doth « 


tian Communities. 
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artes ay that Baptiſm was inſtituted: for the ſolemn Ad- 
of the Party baptized into the vifible Chriſtian Church, 
ul Admiffion ! Infants by Baptiſm are made Membets 
hurch and yet are no Members of it ; they are in the 
and yer our of the Church ; they are Members of the 
without having a Right to the Communion of the Church, 
being dubjrct to the Government of the Church, or ly- 
cenſured by ber Authority for any of their Miſdemean- 
hing Church Memb-rſhip! ! x | 

bedobaptiſts! do you keep the Members of your Church 
r Communion, when they paſs the Age of ſever, eight, 
ats? Is it becauſe you think they are not fit for Chriſtian 
'on, becauſe of that vain idle Life you obſerve them to 
this be indeed the Cauſe, I pray what good doth their 
do them at the ſ+me Time? what are they the better for 
rluaded to take Tertullians Advice and defer their Baptiſm 
know what Baptiſm is, until they are 1 geferated and 
ant with Chriſt for themſelves, that they may be the 
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in that WT tbcir Baptiſm, and grow better after it; in dying to Sin 

ers, vo to Righteouſneſs, and not as it is with thoſe whom you 

der Con if you baptize at all) who never fail to grow worſe and 

lata e daily to that which is good, and rifing to a Life of 

1as wig! Profaneſs, and ſo they continue until they ate con- 

't, and ed, which doth not happen to Multitudes of them; for 

,antage ty of them continue in their Wickedneſs to the end of 
, All which confider'd, makes way for me to argue yet 

OW * inſt [nfant's Right to Baptiſm. 

-dl£1s of | 

ne {cri ” 

oe ny Argument the Lighteenth. 


for af ane which makes Perſons growing worſe and worſe af- 
f Chr "oh 402 voidable, rather than better and better; to live in 
e Chia to die to Sin, cannot be ſound Doctrine: 

and o D arine of Infant's Baptiſm. doth make Perſons grow- 
row ” d worſe aftey Baptiſm unavoidable, rather than better 
falſe cel to live in, rather than die to Sin——Therefore &c, 
1 t and make good the Minor Propofition, I further argue. 
i | | 

| RY ine which makes it unavoidable, that all the Sins 
difor n ad becomes guilty of, muſt come after Baptiſm, doth 
dneſs, & 4 growing worſe and worſe after Baptiſm unavoidable, 
1 of 18 * and better; to live in, rather than die to Sin. 

n, 7 «| * of Infant's Baptiſm doth make it unavoidable, 
all 100” ins which Mankind becomes guilty of, muſt needs 
walking J try Therefore &c, as was to be proved. 

ble Iced that none wil! miſunderſtand me, md ſuppoſel here- 


fants den chat the baptizing of Infants has in it ſelf any cauſal In- 


the Lives of ſuch as were 22 in Infancy. ſo as 


Id bs the Cauſe of that Wickedneſs, into which they 


run 
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run as they grow up in Tears, or that it puts them under any 
able neceſſity of Sining ; for I mean no more than that itn 
under an unavoidable e of committing all the Siu! 
commit after Baptiſm, becauſe it is impoſſible for them u 
any of that Sin before; for being baptiz'd in Infancy with 
er of Action, without Power of Speech, and without |, 
Thought or Reaſon, it was impoſſible for them to commit ds 

And now let us obſerve how vaſtly different the Dodin 
dobaptiſm is from the Scriptural Doctrine of Baptiſm, 
trine of Pedobaptiſm, as we have ſeen,'makes Perſons grony 
and worfe after Baptiſm unavoidable 3 but the Scriptural | 
of Baptiſm is, that Perſons baptized are to be accounted 
Sim and that it is juſtly expected that they ſhould liven 
therein, but that being planted together with Chriſt, in the 
of his Death and Reſurrection, they are ſuppoſed deat 
and of thery it is requir'd, that they ſhould riſe with him! 
and holy Life, to ſeek thoſe things that are above, thront 
ef the Operation of God. Rom. 6 throughout, Ol.! 
And Chap. 3. . 

But ſecondly it may be obſery'd from ſome Writers oft 
baptiſts, that in the fourth Century an Opinion preri 
ſome Chriſtians, Cin which number are placd the Emperd 
fine, Valentinian, —_— that Sins committed after Bap 
not be forgiven, miſtaking the Senſe of the Apoſtles Word 
4. 6. In Conſequence of which they defert'd their Bayi 
they thought they were near their Death; which by the x 
us, they were very far from being of Opinion, that Infant 
Subjects of Baptiſm : For it is impoſſible ſuch Perſon 
fond of baptizing Infants, who were perſuaded that Sinsc 
after Baptiſm could not be forgiven ; becauſe ſuch a Prins 
cludes, that a greater Advantage would ariſe from the dl 
tiſm to old Age, than from too early an Adminiſtration 
the Pedobaptiſts ſeem to run, and that moſt extravagant 
contrary Extream, as if it was their Opinion that Sins if 
before Baptiſm could not be forgiven, and that in Conlequit 
of, they reſolve to adminiſter it to Infants, before they 
Power to commit Sin at all. - | 

The true Mean between thoſe Extreams may be ſeen 
tice of the baptiz'd Churches, who are call'd Anabapt 
{tri Adherence to the Dodtrines of the Apoſtles, expte 
zullian's Advice to defer Baptiſm, until the Perſon bapt 
what it is, and to what a holy way of living it binds |! 
far as it is poſſible all the Sins a Man commits may be 
Baptiſm, and yet that he may be as early in his App 
it, as poſſibly may be, that God may be remembred in 
that Men may give the beſt of their Days to him unto 
ought to be given; that from the Time of their Ba! 
be their Reſolution to live to God in Righteouſaels 8 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 
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hat 2juſt regard to the Credit of the Goſpel, and of the 
Religion whereof the Sun of God is the Author, would 
n all the Pedobaptiſts, ſpecially thoſe who are Proteſtants, ; 
m esrtily on this Subject, and carefully ſearch out the Truth 
u. ad oot reſt ſatisfied in what was done for them in Infancy, 
++ their own Conſent, as if thoſe few Drops of Water with 
ut ey were fo early RANTIZED, were ſufficient to 
i; We hotteſt Flames of the Wrath of God, and to atone 
odr ole Sins they become guilty ef, after they paſs the time 
g > of Infancy 3 too, too many of them ſeem to act as if 
ga ome ſuch Thoughts as theſs : A Confideration whereof, 
ral further Argument againſt Infant's Right to Baptiſm. 


anted g | 
ln Argument the Nineteenth. 
in the 1 
| del odrine which puts Perſons at leaſt under a Temptation, 
h him er a neceſſity, to receive either Error for Truth, or Truth 
thou Nong Foundation, is an unſound and dangerous Doctrine. 
Gl, Doctrine of Iafant Baptiſm, doth put Perſons under 2 
on at leaſt, if not under a neceſſity, to receive either 
ers of ruth, or Truth upon a wrong Foundation : — There- 
1 prenal | | 
* owing Argument ſecures the Minor Propoſition. 
er Bayt | | | | 
es Wo arine which puts Perſons under a Temptation at leaſt, 
eit Biß neceſſity, to take up their Satisfaction in what was 
by the em in Infancy, without ever inquiring whether it was 
it Infants Ong, is a Dotrine which puts them under a Temptation 
Perſons ot under a neceſſity, to receive either Error for Truth, 
hat d pon 2 wrong Foundation: | | 
ch a bt Doctrine of Infant's Baptiſm, is ſuch a Dofrins zw=— 
n the d. 2s was to be proved. | 
iſtration ile of Impeachment be proved true, the Concluſion 
ra vagant\ in it will be true alſo, viz. that the Doctrine of Infants 
hat Sins OP unſound and dangerpus Doctrine. | 
\ Conſ:qu bought and Obſervation may remark, that among the 
fore the) { of Souls which compoſe the Body of the Pedobaptiſts, 
Denominations of Chriſtians, there be whole Legi- 
be (cen e whoſe Underſtandings were never conſulted in the 
Anabapiggelision; yea ſuch as never made Choice of Religion 
les, expe up their Satisfaction in that Religion which has 
-rſon bist them, and which they never examin'd whether 
t binds de: So that there is too much Reaſon to believe, that 
ts may be they profeſs was never the Reſult of any regular In- 
bis Ahe but ſeem, yea rather more than ſeem to reſt por- 
.mbred i WP fixing what Religion they have (if we can juſtly 
him une give any) upon this Foundation, that it is the Re- 
heir Ba bers were in poſſeſſion of, when they eame into the 
eouſaeh t into which they were baptized, and thereby make 
| it 
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it moſt lamentably evident, that they have no other 
Religion, than what lies in the very Name of the Þ, 
belong to. | +1. 
One Man is a Mahometan or a r becauſe he was by 
noth+r is a Chriſtian for no better Reaſon, and ſucks in Ry 
his I fancy, as he doth the Milk of his Mother's Breaſt 

Aſk one Man what Religion he is of? and he will ay 
2 Roman Catholick, aſk him for what Reaſon he is of | 
gion? and he knows nothing of the matter, only his Ny 
one and his Mother, and fo was all his Family; and it i 
ligion into which he was baptiz::d, and which he was hr 
in, and he knows right well ( tho* he knows not his rg 
from his left) that the Church of Rome is the holy Mothy 
and is ſure that ſhe cannot Err, and that therefore it ig hi 
believe as the Church believes, let her believe what ſhe wil 
over this is a thing of which he is very certain, that why 
fuſes to hear the Voice of this the true Church of Chii 
curs'd Schiſmatick, a damn'd H-retick, and dcſcrvey to 
Fieſh pick d off his Bones with burning Pincers. 

: Aſk another Man what Religion he is of? and he 20 
a Proteſtant : Aſk him whether he be a Presbyterian, Indyn 
baptiſt, a Quaker, or what denomination. of Prot-ſcants he be 
He anſwers he is neither a Presbyterian, Independant, Analji 
er, but hs is a Proteftant: Aſk him are not Presbyterion, li 
Anabaptiſis'and Quakers, Proteftants, as well as others? No 
thoſe that are Proteftants, ate of the Church of Englindh 
tabliſh'd, as for others, they are Pre:byterians, Independanty 


or Quiberi, but they are no Proteflants, Well, thus nal of 
ter with reſp-t to all thoſe who are turn'd out of the ed: 
Proteflants to ſhift for themſelves as well as they can, fe 
this Proteſtant, for what Reiſon he is a Proteſtant? and og 
will anſwer with an Orth or Curſe, that he was bp . 
Faith that his Parents b-fore him were of that Regine 
is ſure ir is right, and that becauſ- it is impoſſible Rel 
learned Men who are Proteſt int ſhbuld be miſtaken. God 

Aſk another Man, what Religion he is of? and (to is 
ſpeaking in bis »ccuſtome , loſe, and profane Mann has 
anſwers Good Troth ( Quo? be) I am a Presbiterinn. e Ki 
what Re; ſon he is a tres biteran, rather than un lade, 
Sol Mos ( Quo he) betaue { was born one, and I was 008d t. 
Faith, yea and | u begotten one, and my Father that b Me. 
felt alfo bez otten a Preibiterian and ſo wwe begat one ane rer 
even from the Days of Adam. and therefore fince I mies th 


born and 'rourbt ut 4 Presbiterian, Deel tack me Mon (Qu 
e're be any thing elſe then a Presbiterian; for I ken right exe 
of Scotland is God's Kirk, and thit the Religion of the Kin 
God's Relir ion, and the only t: ue Felivion and way of Salvati 
National Covenant, and the ſolemn Le igue and Covenant, fis 
Noble Men, Barons, Burgeſſes, Gentlemen and Ainiſteri, all 


ue, eee un | = 
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22 ienorant Lon of a Fel'ow that ſuppoſes all of them. could be 
;nd that the Kirk of Scotland is not God's Kirk, lirg leu 
that none of the pious Pedoba ptiſts, will miſunderſtand my 
incepreſenting many of their Party to expreſs themſelves 
otby and looſe manner, as if it wa my Defign to reproach 
> Body, and faſten it as à charge upon all, for I afſure my 
is far from me, as believing there be many of them who 
feat an Oath, and do pay a ſpiritual Regard to the teach» 
rit and his holy, Evangeliſts, forbidding all Corruption 
ation, and ſtrictly requiring that our Yea ſhould be Tea, 
10% Nay, for that whatſoever is more than this, cometh of Evil, 
ly inconſiſtent with the pure Laws, and teachings of 
y I declare I have herein no other view, than lovinge 
ke, and to become a friendly Adviſer to ſuch Perſons 
tom themſelves to ſuch a looſe way. of Speech as is a 
the Chriſtian Name, and a Diſgrace to that Profeſſion 
of Cui er Chrig, Men that can ſcarcely talk one quarter of an 
r ves to any Subject, without belching forth ful! Moutrhfuls of 
28 theſe ( not fit to be us'd in common Converſation } 
be zu Conſcience, Deel! tak me, by my Sol, as I bepe to be ſaved, and 
Lachen which Cuſtom I heartily wiſh that thoſe Men who 
nts he bd to be ſa ved, and are under a Profeſſion of Religions 
 AnabdyP vr. ta break themſel ves, for fear leaſt a Continuance of 
terions, IN fra tice ſhould be 2 hindrance of their Salvation. 
lets? Men to the Proſecution of my Deſign in the Defence of 
Engl, in ſhewing how Pedobaptiſm doth put Perſons un- 
eden dan, ation at leaſt, if not under a neceſſity to receive either, 
bus fun of Truth, or elſe Truth upon a wrong Foundation. 
of the + 4ed that Men of Confideration will ſay with me, it is 
y cin, a ifeft that there are vaſt Numbers of the Pedobaptiſts, 
nt? and re themſelves with what was done for them in Iofans 
bp what Religion they have upon Truſt, without proper 
at Reg order to the Information of their Underſtanding. 
zoffible i Religion they have, and what religious Obedience 
aken. od, is very far from being founded in perſonal Per- 
ind (to fe is the only thing that can make it acceptable, as 
de Mann bas truly taught us. From all which it will fol- 
„eri. Kicks to which thoſe ignorant Souls do join them- 
n lage; then they receive Error inſtead of Truth; (if 
Te b to receive it at all) and ſuppoſing thoſe Kirks to 
that bez len receive Truth upon a wrong Foundation; in 
one ande er inquire whether they be right or wrong, they 
n the Apoſtle directs, whether they be in the Faith 
Mon (rent themſelves with the Faith they ha ve, becauſe 

n right a of their Fathers and Grandfathers, and becauſe it 
pf the ku Church, into which they were baptized, and 
of Sure brought up from their Cradles. | hi 
ven ant; ft 7 Scriptures and right Reaſon teaches, tba whoſo- 
miſter, " i* Religion upon _ Foot, and not on the Foot of 
A 
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a divine Revelation, ſo that it ſhould be an Ad off 
Choice, as that to which 2 well inform'd Underſtang 
well perſuaded Mind directs them; if they happen 10 
they are right only by Chance, and not from any Rep 
have to their being either right or wrong : Which cord 
muſt be evident co every Man of Judgment, that if the 
of thoſe Men be right, and they do receive the Truth 
ceive it upon a wrong Foundation, and fo it will not he if 
ing Service to them z for that Religion only which wil 
vantage to any, is that which they chooſe themſely 
tounded in perſonal Perſuafion, and not that which i 
them by others, and only received upon the Credit of 
port, or upon Truſt from them, altho' it ſhould be gry 
and the only true Religion. 

On an impartial Examination, or an honeſt and fi 
ſhall we not ſee Reaſon to believe, that all or then 
this lamentable Ignorance, is owing io the Practice of þ 
fans ? for if that Practice was deferr'd, as Tertullian adus 
be, and in the primitive Ages was until that time of 
in Men are able to think and judge tor themſelves, whi 
bave 2 right to do, and which alſo they are bound io 
as their Thoughts ſhould fix upon Eternity, they woul 
a Neceffiry of ſearching out the TRUTH in comp! 
vetal differing 0 of Men with the holy Scripty 
to which all ſhould be brought, and applying theme 
poſſible Diligence to all other probable means of Knoy 
ing all things with an Intention ( honeſt in the Sight 
hold faſt that which ſhall appear ro them to be good, 
ing to get their Minds rightly perſuaded, Religion wo 
come an AQ of their own Choice; after which if nh a 
they ſhould happen to be miſtaken, their Miſtzke WW; © 
them t» the Compaſſion of al) reaſonable compaſſion 
I mult believe with Mr. Abernathy, wil). intitle them 
Compaſſion too; but to take up Religion upon Truf 
on the Recommendation of Father or Mother, orthi 
learned Man or number of learned Men, without (i 
ſelves by trying and proving from the Word of Gt 
chiefly, not ſlighting or neglecting any other prob 
Knowledge, and ſo determining themſelves in ther 

ſuch a fair Tryal and firm perſuaſion of their Mi 
take up Religion upon Truſt without thus doing, i 

He that is wiſe ſhall be wiſe for himſelf, he is 2 
and will wiſely confider, and thereby wil] yet bete 
if any Man be otherwiſe, and will not think for hin 
for himſelf, but will refer himſelf to and be det 

udgment of another, ſuch a Man muſt remain il 
inexcuſable Ignorance, and it will not be in tis 
wiſe to relie re him. | 
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vel ſhewn in ſundry particulars the Inconveniencies in- 
the Practice of 8 Infants doth lead Chriſtian 
hen to which I may add that it is a Practice which 


Pedobaptiſts inconfiſtent with themſelves, for Proof of 
\rther argue agatoft it, 


Argument the Twentieth. 


ee arne which leads Chriſtian Communities into an abſo- 
ch 1 Wency with themſelves, cannot be ſound Doctrine: 

it of Doctrine of Intant's Baptiſm doth lead Chriſtian Com- 
de grill to an abſolute Inconſiſtency with themſelves ; 


Ec. 

= ig good the Minor Propofition, I further argue. 
the t | 
e ene which being received by Chriſtian Communities 
„ade with other their Doctrines. is ſuch a Doctrine as leads 

e of US. abſolute Inconfiſtengy with themſelves. | 

es, ob octrine of Infants BiStiſm is ſuch a Doctrine, as being 
und 10 Chriſtian Communities, will not agree with their other 

1 4 decially in Reference to the Kirk of Scotland ; "—— 

co 8 


Y. K 
aur t of the Minor of this laſt Argument, I further argue. 
of Roo: ine which being received by the Kirk of Scotland, 
e Sight with her Doctrine of final Perſeverance, is ſuch a Doc- 
ed eig received by her, will not agree with her other 
gion # | | 
ich ua ine of Infant's Baptiſm is ſuch a Doctrine, which 
Mike * by the Kirk of Scotland, will not agree with her Doc- 
pa (100 perſe verance Therefore c. | | 
le Co Propoſition of this laſt Argument may thus be made 
n | Fe 8 
er, ot 5 ne which teaches that ſuch Perſons who are regene- 
tout ed into Chriſt, and intereſted in the Covenant of 
rally and finally fall away from that State, is ſuch a 
being received by the Kirk of Scetland, will not a- 
Doctrine of final Perſeverance. - 
rine of Infant's Baptiſm is ſuch a Doctrine as teaches 
"ns who are regenerated, ingra fted into Chriſt, and 
in the Covenant of Grace, can totally and finally fall. 
It State: Therefore c. as was to be proved; and 
that it leads Chriſtian Communities into an Inconſiſt- 
ſelves, and conſequently cannot be ſound Doctrine. 
it the Reaſon of this Charge may fairly appear, it 
ity to ate the Kirk of Scotland's Doctrine of final 
ualſo her Doctrine of [nfant's Baptiſm z that both 
together, the Inconſiſtency may diſcover it (elf, 
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Their Doctrine of final Perſeverance muſt, be ſuppaſe 
it's'Connettion with their Doctrines of Redemption, effech 
ing, Juftification and Sanctification; and all muſt Gland i 
gteement with their Doctrine of Ele tion; and as their Ny 
Election is, that God hath ptedeſtinated a Number of if 
verlaſting Life, and that this Number is ſo certain and def 
it can neither be increas'd nor diminiſhed ; that this Ny 
redeemed by Chriſt, effectualy called, juſtiſied, adopted, f 
and ſa ved, is regenerated, hath a new Heart and Spirit a 
them, for God having fote ordain'd them to eternal Life 
them ( purſuant to « Covenant of Grace) his holy Spiri 
them willing and able to believe; fo that they being fallen 
ate redeemed by Chriſt; are effectually called to Faith in ( 
by the almighty Power determined to that which ig 
through which Power they are kept, fo that they neither 
can fall away totally and finally from that State of Gt 
ſhall certainly perſevere therein tothe End and be eterm 
And further they teach that none are redeemed, effectu 
juſtified, adopted, ſanctified and fa ved, but the Elect on 
I taks t6 be the Kirk of Scotland's Doctrine of Election, 
ſeverance & and her Docttine of Infant's Baptiſm, or her 
of Baptiſm in the General is, that it is not only a Sign, 
of ingrafting into Chriſt, of Regeneration, and à partik 
Benefits of the Fobenant of Grice, Aa 

Now ſince Baptiſm is ſuch a Sign and Seal as here jt 
it muſt thence be inferr'd, that Infants baptiz'd are ig 
Chriſt, are regenerated Sr. gut fince their Doctrine dP | 
ſeverande is, that alf thoſe who are ingrafted into Chriſto 
reg2ngrared and are Partakers. of the Benefits of the Ul 
Grice” ſhall cettaihly perſevere tothe End, and be etem : 
it will follow Caccording' to my way of thinking) coals tr 
thoſe Infants to whom Baptiſm wakadminiftred, did aft 

ſtom that State of Grace, in which their Baptiſm ſuf 
Cas Multicudes, of them bave certainly done) and did 
a State of Wiekedneſs to the End of their Lives, Hens 
Kirk of Scotland's Dottrine of Infant's Baptiſm is inconl 
her Doctrine of final Perſe vera nce, and conſequeniy Nei 
it is ſuppoſed that ber Doctrine of final Perſeverance ee 
this to be ſure is ſuppaſed by them, how much Real 
ahd'othsrs may have'to thifk the Contrary. 

But #g2i0 it may be obſefted that as the Kirk of 

ttine öf Infants Baptiſm is fnconſiſtent with ber Dock 
Per ſe vera nes ſo it is alſo inchnſiſtent with ber Docti 
it (ef, conſequently falſe, as will further a ppear {rol 
in? Argment. * | 2 
Phat Doctrine of the Kirk of Setland which is 10 
her Doctrine of Baptiſm, is a Doctrine which mal 
Set and inconſiſtont with her ſelf, < 
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Kick of Stland's Doctrine of Infant's Baptiſm, is inco 
11 ide Kirk of Scotland s Doctrine. of 7 he Be - — 
tand in 3 
eit Dol 
r of N 
d defin 


ee, f | 2 
bee of the Minor Propoſition, I further argus. 


ſboarine of the Kirk of Scotland which faith, any Parkon, 
viſible Church hath a Right to Baptiſm, before Profeſſion 


wry and Obedience to Chriſt, is inconſiſtent with the Kirk 
—_— (PL cf Baptiſm. _ | | Ot, 
| Li, WA Kick of Sad Doctrine of Infants Baptiſm doth ſay, 
„Spit WG £11005 out of the viſible Church, bath a Right to Bap- 


2 Profeſſion of Faith in, and Obedience to Chriſt 


Fallen | | 
» bor E, 25 was to be proved; and which proves that her 
ich is g | _ Baptiſm doth lead her into an Inconſiſteney 
* neither elt. Ann | e. n 
of or Propoſition is made good by the words of the Kirk. 
e eternal" ber larger and ſhorter Catechize, in which they Jay, 
CV”: of the vißble Church, are to be baptized until a. Pro- 
Elec och in, and Obedience to Chriſt, and tho' they ſay in 


ace and even in the ſame Breath, that thoſe who ate 
of either both, or but one of them Believers are with - 
nant, and ſo have a Right to Baptiſm; yet will not. theſe 
Vords ſecure the Confiſtency Face in the Queſtion, be- 
y that the End for which Baptiſm is adminiſter'd, is 


leRtion, 1 
m, or hi! 
a Sign, \ 
a part 


s here M baptiz d be folemnly admitted into the viſible Church, 
1 ate in, ſhews they were out, of the viſible Church, — by 
rin e vere ſolemnly admitted into it: Conſequently, ſeeing 
ito Chet of the viſible Church at the time of their Birth, by 


of the e Queſtion they ought not to be baptiz d, until Pro- 
1 be eter and Obedience to Chriſt, and ſo the additional words 
ing ) a8 '* Covenant, and their having a. Right on that Ac- 
J, did aft ignificant, as wanting Power to preſerve the Conſiſt - 
priſm fup herefore to lay that they have a Right, without a 
Jad Gi Faith and Obedience, is to ſay and unſap, and make 
Lives, th onſiſtent with her ſelf, LAN ue ts #297 
n is inconl ſaith that none out of the viſible Church hath. a 
equeni) peiſm, until a Proſeſſion of Faith in, and Obedience 
Cevernnce WF 2'ves us her Doctrine of Baptiſm in which ſhe: is 
\uch Nei wich the holy Scriptures, and the primitive Church- 


ſhe ſaith that thoſe who are Infants of either both, 


Kirk of em believers are in Covenant, and ſo have 2 Right 
her Doge &' ves us her Doctrine of Infant's Baptiſm, in which 
er Docht as neither agreeing with the holy Scriptures, the 
, ppear it (2s, nor with her own ſelf, which I could wiſh ſhe 


edobaptiſts would conſider, 
latent the Incoufiſtency with which the Kirk of Sant · 
Rec, may. moſt fully and clearly evidence it ſelf, 
us the Truth as in the Lord Jeſus may be diſco- 
well a little on ſome neceſſary Remarks on Pai 
e art 


hich is 1 
ich ml 
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Part of the Catechize viz. ” Infants deſcending from pit 
Her both or but one of them profeſſing Faith in Chrig 
« dience to him, are in that Reſpect within the Copen 
I own my ſelf perſuaded that the Nation of Kotlaat 
that of England and Ireland afords a great Number of ven 
Me and Men of very great and examplary Piety why 

Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, and are not wilfully the! 
of Truth; but I muſt at the ſame time believe, that tel 
Men, and liable to miſtakes as are the reſt of their Fellow( 
So that not one of them has any juſt Reaſon to be di 
the Man, who ſhall try their Doctrines and attempt t 
their ſuppoſed Miſtakes, wherefore I hope the following 
will be candidly conſider 0d. 

In this Pofition ſeveral things may be worth our Obſ⸗ 
on which ſome Thoughts being ſpent will probably fu 
Light into the grand Queſtion. 

Firſt, this Conclufion doth moſt naturally flow fro 
miſes; viz. that thoſe Infants whoſe Parents are neithe 
Believers, are not in Covenant and ſo have no Right u 
Which ſeems to bear very hard upon the innocent Infant 
lieving Parents, fince it muſt be granted it was none of 
their Parents believed not; wherefore ſuppoſing that: 
all has any Right ( which in truth cannot be ſuppoſed 
generouſly be given to them all, and not one of them ſh 
prived for the Fault of the Parents, which poor har 
wants the Power to prevent. 

\ Secondly; we will ſuppoſe that Infants do deſcend f 
who are believers, ſo far as to make a Profeſſion of t 
Faith, and do alſo lead a ſober godly Life as to their 
were never by Baptiſm made Members of the vibd 
when the ſhorter Catechize is confider'd upon this ! 
ſeems to be explanatory of the larger, it muſt be co 
rhe Infants of ſuch Parents ( notwithſtanding their! 
Faith and orderly converſation) have no Right to! 
- cauſe they are no Members of the viſible Church, for 
the ſhorter Catechize are, that the Infants of ti 
* ME MB E Rs of the viſible Church are to be bi 
I think is ſtill hard, fince it is none of the [nfant's Fi 
Parents are not Members ; for I muſt account it very! 
to think that the Unbelief or Diſobedience of Parent 
the Promiſes of God of none Effect to their Child: 
them of any Intereſt in thoſe Promiſes, and muſt! 
Opinion, that this Article of the Kirk ef  Scotlavd ae 
different Repreſentation of a merciful and juſt Gt 
which he is pleas'd to give of himſelf, whoſe Throif 
with Juſtice, and hel tender Mercies are over al 
that he will not make an innocent Infant anſwer! 
of it's ungodly Parents. | | 
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| [et us further ſuppoſe that Infants de deſcend from 
do rte Members of the viſible Church, but in their way 
i» 25 bad a8 any on this Side Hel] ; the Catechize gives 
n Right to Baptiſm, becauſe they are Members of the 
lurch, altbo' it refuſes that Privilege to ſuch as are the 

thoſe who are no Members, tho* profeſſing Faith in 
I very ſober in their Converſations, and only. becauſs 
u ate no Members. Amazingly ſtrange ! that the In- 


ty who 
As der Profeſſors, who are not Members of the vifible 
hat tell be without an Intereſt in the Covenant, when the 
Fellow (iprophane Members ſhall be allowed that Intereſt : This 
5e dil the Kick's Doctrine, but I wil) not adviſe any of the 
tempt of? to believe it, on the contrary my Advice to them is, 
lowing A!) ſolidly conſider, and judge righteous Judgment. 

„I will now = that Infants do deſcend from 
Oden do both profeſs Faith in Chriſt, and are Members of 
bably fat Church, and to outward appearance do behave them- 


ey ought to do, but before God are the vileſt Hipo- 


ow fro the Heavens; if the Queſtion be put, are thoſe In- 


re gelbe eat? and have they a Right to Baptiſm ? che Catechize 
Right oP n in Covenant and baue a Right 5 but ſhall we give 
ent inn dis Doctrine? ſhall we not rather chooſe to deſite to be 
none f WP" it? 23 2 Doctrine ſo contrary to what was preach'd x 
ig that oi the Conduct of an unerring Spirit, and ſo ſuch, as on 
luppoſel bing we can have a more ſafe Dependance. If the Pedo- 
them rd agree in Opinion with me in this, that the Kirk of 
poor hat der a Miſtake ag to this Particular, and will own that 
o ſuch Hipocritical Parents are not in Covenant with 2 
1eſcend f joſe teaching is, that if the Root be holy, ſo are the 
Gon of nd that the Hipocritical Profeſſion made by Parents, 


fants no Right to Baptiſm more than what the Infants. 


theit 
Abt F have; may I not then juſtly hope, that upon the 


the vill 


this aſon, they will alſo agree with me in Opinion, that 
ade c0 poſſible for the wiſeſt Men on Earth to —— who are 
ig theit | and who not, fince it is one of God's incommunicable 
Light 10 know the Heart of Man, and that conſequently the 
dach, for" Earth cannot tell, what Infants have a Right to 
nts of tf bat have not. 


vill now ſuppoſe that Infants do deſcend from Parents 
"fant's 5e Labelie vers at the time of their Birth, but that one 
are convinc'd of Truth, are converted and do be- 
of Paten of, the viſible Church; if it be made 2 Queſtion, 
i lafants be in Covenant according to the Catechize, 
nd muſt Hen to Baptiſm ? Perhaps the Pedobaptiſts deliberat- 
* Scotland Me, will come to this Concluſion; that the Catechize 


oft Gt the Caſe and therefore cannot determine the Anſwer 
ole Throt : a thus tated, the Infant at the time of it's Birth 
+ over all i) tbe vifible Church, and had neither of it's Parents 


a 
anſwend 1 confider'd the Infant according to the firſt Part of 
| the 
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Iſhmael when he was circumciz'd ) before both or either 
Tents believe and become Members of the viſible Chu 


62 Tufants not the Subjetts o 
the Anſwer in the Catechize ought nat to be baptiz di 
feſllon of Faith in and Obedience to Chriſt: But if it h. 
tho“ the Child had no Right at the Time of its Birth 
becauſe its Patents were not then Belei vers nor Church! 
yer that one Month after when the Parents became ſuch, | 

ick then a Right upon the Foot of their Faith and Chu 
berſhip ; then it will follow that the firſt Part of the gu 
Catechize is a general Rule to which there is an Excepto 
it muſt run thus, None out of the viſible Church ſhould be lj 
Profeſſion of Faith and Obedienc Except the Children of ſui 
4 who are both or but one of them in the viſible Church, aj 
neither of them Members at the time of their Child's Binh; y 
what time foever they do believe and become Members, they thn\ 
Children into Covenant along <vith them, and give them a Nel 
Well then I will ſuppoſe (but God forbid I ſhould grep 
Truth lies here, yet am I now at as great a Loſs as ever i 
faction to my Mind upon this neceſſary Inquiry, how lg 
what Age of the Child the Parent's Faith ſhall retain i 
to bring it into Covenant and give it a Right to Bayt 
then ſuppoſe the Child to be thirteen Years of Age! 


the Queſtion is whether the Faith of it's Parents att 
Life doth bring it into Covenant, and give it a Right to 
it it be ſaid it doth, then am I utterly at a Loſs again tol 

ccafion there is for that Faith and Obedience mentu 
firſt Part of the Anſwer in the Catechi ze, or the fitſt ger 
fince the Child can at any Age of Life plead it's Intent 
venant and Right to Baptiſm upon thi: Foot of it's Fir 
without any ſuch Perſonal Profeſſion a nd Obedience: 
not alfo plead his Right upon the Foot of his great G 
Faith, fince it muſt be granted that in Reference to tif 
of Promiſe which God made with Abraham and his 85 
them the Land of Canaan, to which Covenant Circumal 


fix'd as a Token and a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of h 


remarkable in the Account of it, as to give his greit Wha] 
dren and their great Grandchildren's Grandchildren w 
Ages (until his promiſed Szed ſhould! come) an Ie 
Covenant and a Right tao Cjireumcifion, which was ? ttt 
ſo that his great Grandchildren could fa p many bund 
Abraham was one and he inherited the Land, but we Hen 
the Land is given to us for an Inherita nce, Exel. ihr 
thing be mare clear than this, Oe Pedobaptilts "ile o 
Truth lies here, then the fieſt genera | Rule in th! ay 
be thrown away, fince 2 perſonal Profe ſion of Faith ae 
ence to Chriſt is fo manifeſtly ynneceRC ry 3 in tegie. 


any time nf Life plead his Intereſt in he Coyenan'," 
1 Faith,” tho! above 3 Thouſand Yar! 
rn. 
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\-ridvetiture you may tell me, that notwithſtapding Aa- 
Ich intereſted bis great Grandchildren in the Covenant, 


i 


12 0 \n 
fit bel 


Birth, them 2 Right to Circumcifion through ſo many Gene- 
urch er that we muſt not run the Parallel between him and 
\(uch, ren, 20d Believers and their Children ſo fat 3 but fhouſM 
| Gu oclude, that now under the Goſpel, Children are in Covt- 
he A have 2 Right to Baptiſm, only upon the Account of their 


e Parents Faith, and that not longer then until they dre 
nderſtand and make a Profeſſion of Faith for themſelves: 
f a Child be as old as Iſhmael before his Parents become 
of the vifible Church, his Baptiſm muſt be defert'd, until 


xcepi 
| be bath 
2 of ſu 


ch, and 


Birth ; Proſeſſion of Faith in, and Obedience to Chriſt : Well 
tbej tho WW: Pedobaptiſts! See what you are brought to now! for 
4 Ri: WS the Caſe to Rand thus, then it muſt follow that the ſe- 
ald gran of the Anſwer in the Catechize is a general Rule to 


re is an Exception, and fo it appears in this Light: The 
thoſe who are Members of the viſible Church are to be baptized 


exer ty 
„ how | 


retain e capable to make a Profeſſion of Faith for themſelves. 
o Bain conſider'd, it will appear impoſſible to reconcile the 
F Age land with her ſelf, I ſay to reconcile her Doctrine of 
r either tim with her Doctrine of Baptiſm, without a Multitude 
ble Crolrentary Words or Sentences as [that is] or [ the meaning 
ents dt our this or the other Exception, 1 
Right u [ will now ſuppoſe that Children do deſcend from Pa- 
2 gain e Believers and Members of the viſible Church, and 
e ment00ovenant ; ſhall I not be led into a juſt Surprize to find 
e firſt ark of Scotland is further inconſiſtent with her ſelf upon 
; len ſition, and if ſuch Inconſiſtency ſhall fairly and honeſtly 
f it's 7 y nat all Men be aſtoniſh'd to obſerve, that a Confeſſion 
dience 0 ould be compos d by an Aſſembly of Learned and In- 
great 5 vines, and a Catechize upon that Confeſſion, which 
nce t0 lin 2 Parliamentary Sanction, and meet with National 
nd his =” and ſhould be held in the higheſt Eſtimation by 2 
29 "ug learned Men in two other Nations, and that not h 
'ſaels 4 * and private Capacities, but alſo in their Symodical 
bis 1s ita Teſt of Orthodoxy, accounting Men unſound 
Ichi q y o ſhould refuſe to ſubſcribe to it as ſuch, while 
e) an "1 wo" ſhould for ſo long a Time eſcape their Obſer- 
\ wat t that the Kirk of Scotland is juſtly chargeable with this 
y * oy yet be further manifeſt, when we compare her 
hut + another Part of her Catechize, where treating 
8200. 100 * Woe, jaſtructing her Catecumens upon the Se- 
oval? 9 7 Confeſſion, ſhe conveys her Notion of the Co- 
in the of Queſtion and Anſwer, thus: Q. Who was the 


of Faith y 
in 1£93108 
gyenan'; 


n the. Fol 
ind Year: 


"a _ with ? A, The Covenant of Grace was rhads with 
end Adam, and in bim with all the ELECT as bis 


exerciſe out Thoughts as we are bound in Du to 
with a Defire to "0 out Truth upon thoſe evo dif- 
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erent and differing Places of the Catechize, and uno wi 
we ſhall ſee 2 Doctrine we are furniſh'd aig 
impoſſible it is to reconcile the Kirk with her ſelf, fp 
her Doctrine of Election is taken into the Account; f 
be evident that ſhe not only * affirms the Sali 
Believers 2nd their natural Seed, but alſo the univerly] 
of all Mankind, provided that be granted which 1 {un 
will deny, viz. that Adam was a Believer. 

Where a Man ſhall ſet himſelf to ſearch for Truth, h 
this Catechiſe upon this fingle Queſtion, Who wasthel 
of Grace made with? if he takes the Anſwer from that! 
Catechize, where ſpeaking of Infants Right to Baptiſ 
ſwer is, The Covenant of Grace was made with Believers ani 
with them and their natural Seed: If the Anſwer be t:kenf 
Part of the Catechize which ralates to the Seventh J 
the Anſwer will be, The Covenant of Grace wa, mate gill 
in bim with all the E LECT as tis Seed, and if Trak 
for upon thoſe Queſtions, ſhall all the Elect be ſaved: 
any but the Elect be ſaved? The Anſwers which the( 
and Catechize gives to thoſe Queſtions are, Al! the CAA 
and none ſhall be ſaved bat the Kl#, Now admitting al 
ſwers to be right, and as before that Adam was a Belien 
will follow that all Mankind muſt be ſaved, as will x 


ſuch Reaſoning; as into which thoſe Anſwers neceſſn \ 
as thus, | © of® © os 
Adam was a Believer, therefore the Covenant wa luer 
him and his Seed. | he 
The Covenant was made with the Ele&, and (nc: i. 10 
with Adam and his Seed, we thence conclude that 4 ** 
Seed are the Elect of God. 1 
All the Ele& ſhall be ſaved, 4%½m and his Seed att 70 f 
wherefore evident, Adam and his Seed ſhall be ſaved "x 
tine! and it plainly ſhews us that ſome one or oth ed in 
ſwers muſt be falſe, from whence. ſo. great an Abi bey ge 
and therefore it is the Duty of the Pedobaptifis o mot } 
Anſwer which is falſe, and purge the Catechize 0 nk, 
ſhould be fairly caſt, I know on what Part the La e bey 


And ſurely all will own that theſe ſeveral differ 
Anſwers cannot be all true; conſ-quently cannot be- 
leſs the L that is ] and [ the meanin is] may help uh 
t is true was a Believer, and as ſuch the Covenant! 
him and his natural Seed, and fo it is likewiſe mw 
. Believers and their Seed, but not with all their he 


elf in 
ne En 
ptiz'd 
rely J 
are jn 


JelT itt 
of them only as belong to the Election of God: A — 
e eL e Gang [the meaning is] dee, 

her ſelf, and ſeeing it is ſo, O ye Pedobaptiſts ! econci 


your Duty, to which you have fairly braught you! ſe 
the baptizing, of [ofants until you can find out tho! 
according to your own Sentiments have a Right toÞ 


d the 
vill oy 


th. 


* 
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ein pick out of the natural Seed of Beliey 
& belong to the Election of God, becauſe pore af uch 
1 may truly ſay I have thought of this and Arti. 
: wa 3 78. with a cloſer attention 3 | 
*＋ 2 thoſe who are reproachfully call'> 
are * ing that Kirk's Articles into Conde en 
Men to do; and that the old and i Lab will break 
4 Obſcurity, from ſuch their Confiderations I am well 
y are irreconcilable with themfelves i dei 
e mſel ves in ſeveral of their 
"_ =—_ y demonſtrate, but I have now nothing to 
oy t ing 1 * concerns the preſent Queſtion, in 
c 4 0 — _ to bring them to bear with themſelves 
78 mo the that is] and L the meaning is ] will but 
ly «cob 74 not ſay, when what is further offer d 
— i nor andt will do, for that it is not poſſible 
0 5 en 0 gr . them with themſel ves; for let us 
J #, J firſt Part of their Anſwer to the Queſtion 
_ = wy, 2 none out of the vifible Church 
— _ 8 ey profeſs Faith in, and Obedienes 
. n x the viſible Church] Surely theſe words 
— : _ in the viſible Church who have a Right 
0 5 uc 3 and Obedience, and if we make 
A þ 2 5 oſe who are in the viſible Church? and 
3 vi e Church have a Right to Baptiſm with- 
bh d 0ug it may be the Catechize will not furniſh 
- ry Queſtion in expreſs Words, yet it may be 
8 b Oy Method of Deduction, that is, by 
ws ind much like unto thoſe Conſequences whict | 
17 be y _ the Pedobaptiſts, and ſo the Anſwer 
WY hd 0 - erſons who are in the viſible Church and 
cl 25 m without Profeſſion, are the Infants of be- 
ber ed in che Rf ky; and are the Infants of believing 
» Aker * oy le Church? But which way in all the 
u ad zoll. y what Gate or Door of Entrance? moſt 
wy how y aſtoniſhing ! There's no help for it, in 
F Re moſt be; but doth the Kirk of Scotland 
ed oe 15 how in the World can ſhe be recon- 
"+ A, t Eq of her. Confeſſion, where ſhe 
512 0 bars *. _ Baptiſm was inſtituted was, that 
oben — ſolemnly admitted into the vifible 
1 = atter right, that the Kirk here teach- 
p.. 7 ble Church until by Baptiſm they are 
o it: How then got the Infants of believi 
thout Baptiſt net 
3 = m, and ſo as that they ſhould have 2 
Oy ow of their being in? If any Man in the 
n 7 + Kirks together, that is, the Kirk 
— * p tland, alias the Kirk of Scotland with 
. e has got an Art which I am at preſent au- 
2 ” Far 


_ - . IS, ©” 
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f oof ought I know ſome ingenious Head-piece 'who 
. ducated in Glaſcow or Edinburgh may reconcils thoſe two g 
| together, by bringing io, in proper Place [ zÞat js J and the f 
= - the Kirk of Scotland is in the Article of her Confeſſion 
"f End for which Baptiſm was inſtituted is, that all tho 
4 out of the viſible Church ſhould by it be ſolemuly adm 
C it ; but the Infants of believing Parents who by verve 
Kang Faith in Covenant, and ſo in the viſible G 
ore 


: 


aptiſm, they are out of the Caſe, and the Kirk doth 
t 15 End for which Baptiſm wie F ** j 


puld by it be ſolemnly admitted into'it, Well the, 
Caſe ſtand thus, and ſo Infants are in the viſible Cu he 
at without Baptiſm 3 what Occaſion then is there for e 
ze deſign of which is to bring them in that are out, jo} 
of Indifferency then, let them ſtay in and keep Poſſe(ſin ſitu 
as they can, for we may be ſure of this, that if there be eg 
tian Diſcipline or Goſpel Order in that Church in yhid 
in fix or ſeven, Years time they muſt be turn'd out again, . 
they grow up and begin to ſwear and curſe and break tf to 
ay, and play ſuch other Tricks as are not to be (uf: 7: 
lembers of the vifible Church, and when they are un be! 
their bad way of living} then by the Rule of the Kirk Fam 
echize, being out of the viſible Church they will have up 
aptiſm until they make a profeſſion of their Faith h 
ence to Chriſt ; if the Pedobaptiſts will walk acc Nat 
ule, and keep Infants unbaptiz'd until they make ebe 
thergſelves, then all will. be well, but if they will not the 
this but will continue their Practice of baptizing Ife ec 
2 everlaſtiagly inconſiſtent with themſelves, and the 
of Pedobaptiſm will be eternally contrary to the Script 
of Baptiſm, An 
When the Kick of Hotland teacheth that none oute wh 
Church bath a Right to Baptiſm until a Profeflion . 37 
Chriſt, ſhe — 244 the way of God in Truth, od | 
therein agrees with the holy Scriptures and the Sennen, 5 
Church of Chriſt in the firſt and pureſt Ages of the Wer 2/ 
28 Biſhop Beveridze has well obſer v'd, the very Poſſh hou 
without the Profeſſion of him, will give no Man a N the 
"Bur when the Kirk teaches that the Infants of Bill 
Covenant and ſo have a Right, ſhe herein advancd 
to which the Apoſtles were intire Strangers, and alle 
ſhe wil! never be able to prove by any part of dit 
I have turn'd to the ſeveral Texts of Scripture vi 
me to in their Catechize, and have carefully con 
and am very confident that not one of them do egg 
trine as they teach, neither contain it ſo as that h 
quence it may be deduced from thence, as for 


Text on which I obſerve the Pedobaptiſts lay uo 


not (lt 
lofanth 
nd the 
Script 


> Out ch 


e100 
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1b of a Covenant which God made wiih Abrabam and 
D., 1 can with the greateſt Freedom of Mind affirm that 
without great Iajuſtice to the Text, and to the Apoſtle 
divine Expoſitor of it, be concluded that Moſes. in that 
th give any Account of any Covenant made by God with 
and bis NATURAL SEED, except only his Covenant 
ſe to give them the Land of Canaan for a worldly Ipheri- 
which Covenant I preſume the Kirk of Scotland will not 
;ny of het Children has an Intereſt further than as on fair 
ſhall appear to be à natural Deſcendant from Abrabam 3 
any other Covenant of which Moſes may be ſuppos d to 
that 1 it muſt be accounted a ſpiritual Covenant 
ſe of Go 

ſt to him and his-SPIRITUAL SEED, in which Cove- 
itaral Seed fimply confider'd us his natural Seed is not 
eſted · Joby the Baptiſt moſt evidently preaches this Doc- 
he Fravs, Math; 3. 9. Think not to ſay within Your ſelves ve haus 
wur Father, and ſo plead your Intereſt in the Covenant 
to Baptiſm on that Account, for I aſſure you that God is able 
es * 7 Cbillben to Abra ham e ven of the Gentiles through 
be Lotd 

Family ſoever they be, and Heirs with him of the 
iſe, Spiritual Children who ate Allegorically. figured 
Jac, who was a Child of Promiſe, and Ty pified all, 
Nations throughout all Time ſhould imbrage the Son 
s the promiſed Seed of Abrabam, and ſhould be found 


pel Bleſſings, aud the Hea venly Canaan, as an e- 


eſus, ho thereby becomes his Spiritual Seed 


the well pleaſing Steps of Wrabam' s Faith; which was 


ble to God, as that on the Account thereof, he made 
ather of the Faithful, and beſtowed upon him all true 
8 his Spiriual Seed. 1921 His YEN. n vii 

d Jefus in the 8th of Fohn preaches this ſame Doctrine 
s, who ſaid ver. 33. We are Abraham's Seed. I know faith 
er, 37. Te ave Abrabam's Seed, that is, Abrabam's natural 
er. 39. If he were Abrabam's-Children, that is, Abrabam's Spiri- 
ren, you <vould do, tbe Works of Abrabam, And ver, 44. You 
ather the Devil. This Doctrine is that of which the Chriſ- 
ſhould be very tender becauſe it is that which ſumme- 
ns the whole Truth of the Goſpel. Come ye Pedobap- 
our Eyes with me on Rom. 9. 8. 9. and there learn that 
ot all Hrael which were of 1/rael, neither becauſe they 
atural Seed of Abraham, were they his Children, for 


his Seed was called, that is, they which are the Chil- 


> Fleſh, theſe ate not the Children of God, but the 


the Promiſe are counted for the Seed, hence Gal. 4. 28. 


hrethren as Iſaac was, are the Children of the Promiſe. 


”. 30. what ſaith the Scripture 2 Caſt out the Bond Wo- 


n, that is, the natural Seed whereof Iſbmael was 2 Fi- 


Son of the Bond Woman ſhall not be Heir with the Son of thy 
Mount Sion the true Goſpel Church, or Spiritual Je. 


ruſalem, 
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rufalem, which is the Mother of all true Believers, and & 
Sen | $arab fimboliz'd, 28 Agar did Monnt Sinai, a wy 
where the natural Seed receiv'd:the Law, under which t 
in Bondage, and from which Bondage they refuſed to ben 
The Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the promiſed Se 
ham is the cleareſt Revelation which the great God hay ; 
Man, by which Life and Immortality are brought (© L 
this Goſpel is ſo full of this Doctrine, that true Believeng 
not their natural Seed are intitul'd to all the Promiſe; 
Covenant; that upon the Authority thereof [ can bal 
the Covenant of Promiſe whereof Moſes ſpeaks in the 11 
was a Spiritual Covenant, and made with Abrabam' Spit 
only: I refer my ſelf to, and am willing to be determing 
Apoſtle Paul in the ath and ih of the Romans, and the z 
the Galatians, which will bring to this Conclufion, that n 
ſoning of the Kirk of Scotland, and all other the Pedok 
moſt unnatural and unreaſonable, in deducing an latin | 
lievers natural Seed, from that Iatereſt which Arab! 
Seed had in that Covenant of Promiſe which God made 
as the Heir of the World, and Father of the Faithful; u 
add further, that for them to continue the Prafkce 
tizing Infants, for which there is no manner of Ne 
thereby framing a Goſpel Church of their natural Seed 
ration, which alone muſt be compoſed of Spiritual Seed! 
ration; viz. true Believers in Chriſt, they are erecting 2 (0 
er of Babel whoſe Top will never reach the Heaven, 
As the firſt Baptiſt zealouſly preach'd the neceſlity« 
ration, —— — — 1 * _ 
holy Apoſtles, who perpetually preſs for a Spiritual U. 
conſtantly ſhew that all Religious and Acceptable 0 
faunded in a perſonal Perſua ſion and Exerciſe of the Vi 
| Bajtifts do ever ſince hold themſelves oblig'd to be 
of this very tender Point; and as God hath made i 
Churches the Pillar and Ground of this great Trui 
alone it has hitherto been 282 they believe | 
cumbent Duty, from a Regard to the Glory of Gu 
of their Fellow Creatures, to contend earneſtly for 
that the Ax of divine Juſtice is laid to the Root of ib bine 
ſuch Trees as are but juſt peeping above Ground, . yl 
\ ſon of their tender Age, are not able w bring fol ö de 
or bad, ( ſuch as are little Infants ) but to the Noot a * e 
as are well grown and able to bring forth good ff "I 
bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance; if ſuch wil 4 K 
they ate able to do, they ſhall be juſtly hewn down of th 
the Fire. I might enlarge very much upon this Su 
next and laſt Argument hath a further Relation ' 
offer'd, I ſhall content my ſelf and paſs on. the 
My Reader may obſerve, I have advanc'd ler 20 
to ſhew the ill Conſ-quences attending the Doch, of 
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ing lafints, and the Inconveniencies ioto which it leads 
Commuities, as, n 
hat it leads them into Confuſion, putting it out of their 
ith any tollerable Certainty to know, whether ſeveral of 
bers of thoſe Communities were ever baptiz'd or not. 

ly, it puts them under a neceſſity of caſting away Chriſ- 


Tod | 
Fi leads them into an abſolute Inconfiſtency with 


y, it puts them under a Temptation to take up. their Sa- 
in what was done for them in Infancy, without the ne- 
niry whether they be right or wrong. 
h I heartily wiſh may be conſider d, as alſo I would 
ments may be, which are taken. | 8 7 
m the Infant's Inability to perform a Covenant or Vow, 
he to be made at Baptiſm. | 

y, thoſe Arguments which are taken from the uſeleſſneſs 
little Infants. . 
thoſe taken from the want of holy Scripture to 


„ thoſe taken from the Contrariety thereof to the 


thoſe taken from it's being againſt the Opinion and 
the primitive Chriſtians, in the earlieſt and pureſt Ages 
del: And now I ſhall only add one Argument more, and 


_ the whole to the Chance or Lot, to which it 
mitted, 


Argument the Twenty Firſt. 


tine which is in direct Contradiction to. the Doctrine 
ophets and all the Apoſtles, is very unſound Doctrine. 
hoctrine of Infants Baptiſm, is in direct ContradiQtion 
nine of all the Prophets and all the Apoſtles :>—— 


ke good the Minor Propoſition, I further argue. 


rin? which makes Regeneration, or the new Bieth, to 
zething ſhort of true Converfion, is contrary to the 
l the Prophets and all the Apoſtles. 

oQtrine of Infants Baptiſm, doth make Regeneration, 
ch to conſiſt in ſomething ſhort of true Converſion : 


of the Minor of this laſt Argument, L further argues : 


ine which puts the great and wonderful work of Re- 
. Don: 3 of 1 but nine Months — 


But 


70 Tnſants not the Se of 


# Bat the Doctrine of-lofants. Baptiſm doth put the 
derful Work of Regeneration or 06 n Cone 
nine Months from Generation Therefore Ec. as wacto 
and which doth moſt manifeſtly prove, that Infants ae; 
nerated by Baptiſm, no nor at the time af their Bai 
Doctrine of Infants Baptiſm doth falſly teach, and i; t. 
direct Contradiftion to the Doctrine of all the Prophy 
the Apoſtles. 134 | — 

The Church of Exgland and Ireland in the 25th of the 
ſaith, ” Water Baptiſm is not only a Sign of Profefiiony 
of Difference, whereby Chriſtian Men ate diſcernd 
that be not Chriſtned ; but it is alſo a Sign of Regen 
* the new Birth, whereby as by an Inſtrument, they th 
« Baptiſm RIGHTLY, are grafted into the Church; of 
* of the Remiſſion of Sing, and our Adoption; to het 
© God by the. holy Ghoſt, are viſibly Sign'd and Se ee 
«CONFIRMED, and Grace increaſed by Vertu 
* to God. | 
„The Kirk of Fotland in her 28th Article ſaith, ” Bent 
* Sacrament of the new Teſtament, ordain'd by Jeſu 
only for the ſalemn Admiſſion of the Party baptizt 
46 vibe Church, but alſo to be unto him, a Sign 2nd ver. 


Covenant of Grace ; of his ingrafting into Chriſt; of 


tion and Remiſſion of Sins; and of his giving uy WS: + 
n through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; to walk in Nen eben 
* which Sacrament is by Chriſt's own Appointment, to em 

in the Chriſtian Church to the end of the World, (ad 


To the Truth of this Article of the Churches of El 
and Scotland ( believing we take their Senſe of Word 
are called Anabaptiſts, can chearfully give our Conſent; 
- perſuaded it is agreeable to the Goſpel, but mull attit 
declare, and in behalf of Truth inſiſt upon it, that! 
and Practice of baptizing Infants, is moſt demonſtrab) 
to it; as being what cannot agree with the Dz{crpt 
nition, which both Kirks do give of Baptiſm in this 4 

Obſerve the Church of England ſaith, and ſhe faithn 

it when RIGHTLY received, Faith is CONFIRM 
c Plainly ſuppoſeth the Party baptized. ſhould hav? 1 
it is impoſſible Faith ſhould be confirm'd, where 0 
Secondly, they ſay it is a Sign of Profeſſion ; but 

not be a Sign of Profeſſion in thoſe, who neither 0 

any Profeſſion; which makes it evident, that the * 

this Article gives of Baptiſm. cannot anſwer to lite 
may to ſuch as are perſonal Believers, or bo 

believing. | | 3s  o 
The Kitk oſ Scot!and faith. that Baptiſm is 2 Sia 
giving up unto God. which ſuppoſes that the Perſon 
ive himſelf up to God, through our Lord Feſus 

true, but cannot anſwer to an Infant; in regard if! 
s not able to do. 
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fy L obſerve, that both 2 in this, that Bap- 
dion of Regeneration, which ſuppoſes that the Party bap- 
her regenerated by it, or regenerated when he receives it; 
ſe [am fare that it cannot be a Sign of Regeneration to 
: for firſt, agel doth not regenerate any: Secondly; 
oy regenerated in Infancy, as I ſhall endeavour yet fur- 
ke appear, ard therefore muſt conclude, that . Dac- 
Practice of baptizing Infants, will not anſwer to the Ac- 
Article gives of Baptiſm, _ "W cable 
xtand the Popiſh Pedobaptiſts Notion rightly, they con- 
the Infant is regenerated by Baptiſm 3 and ſome Proteſt - 
ptiſts ſeem to me to run into the ſame way of thinking; 
ers leſs miſtaken in Judgment will not ha ve it that 
generates the Infant, but that the Holy Ghoſt regene- 
Baptiſm, If the differing Parties were to debate this 
een themſelves) perhaps that Debate would entertain 
with as nice Diſtinctions, as accompany the Arguments 
d Cem ſulſtantiatiam. . | 
ent Chriſtians, in the firſt Ages of the Goſpel; call'd 
tiſm the Laver of Regeneration, and rightly they ſo 
cauſe they ſuppos'd the Perſons they baptized were 
nerated, -in that the Sign of Regeneration appear'd in 
in that Profeſſion which they made of Repentance 
d, and of their Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
they pot only conſented to be baptiz'd, but defir'd ity 
emn Vow or Covenant with God and his Church, to 
Godly Life, which would well become the Goſpel to 
ey promis'd Subjection. 
d who are call'd Anabaptiſts, do look upon Water Bap- 
de Laver of Regeneration ſtil}, becauſe we admit nane 
er, but ſuch who give us the Signs of Regeneration, 
ſed Repentance and Faith, and their Promiſes which 
of 27 — "OY . AveRl 
ſeripht e are lometimes miſtaken (even as were the Ap 
= that good Opinion we conceive of the Sincerity of the 
dm we give this Sacrament, for we cannot look other, 
e Eyes of Men, nor can we judge of Perſons, but as 
perfeft Underſtanding of Men; for we pretend not 
be Hearty of our Fellow. Creatures, to ſee that inward 
of they give us the outward Signs. „ 
tany time impos'd upon by any Perſon who diſguiſes 
putting on a Maſk of Religion, conceals his Hypocriſy 
us, whilſt he ſeems to be what he realy is not 3 we 
„ that Water Baptiſm will do ſuch a Man no good 5 
WW oirary it will make his Sin the greater, for tha“ he 
he all knowing God he cannot deceive. In ſhort, 
always is, that Water Baptiſm is the Laver of Re- 


7 to thoſe who ＋ truly regeverated ; but * 
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to thoſe who are come to the Exerciſe of their Rea 


Subjects of Regeneration. 


away, and the making all things new, thro the Opt 


Man's Meditation; ſuch as 


4 Wrath, Sc. 


the Pangs of the Soul in the new Birth, being "! 
tao the Pains of a Woman in Travel; and the otruf 
to come into the World from it's Mother's Womb: 


and wefghty Concerns of his Soul z he is now full 


T2 Infants not thei Subject of 


not ſo to ſuch, who want that inward Grace where 
"the Kirke of England and Scotland do ſay,” it is an 6 
„ re ALI; 

It is true we always ſay, it is an outward Sign of I 


capable of being regenerated ; but that little Infants 
want of the natural Underſtanding or the uſe of RY 
capable of being regenerated, and that therefore neiths 

tif or any thing elſe be a Sign of Regeneration in tf 
We may further obſerve; that as Baptiſm among 
was called the Laver of Regeneration, ſo alſo it was 
nation, not becauſe Baptiſm it ſelf doth illuminate the 
ing; but becauſe it was ſuppoſed, that the Perſons wet 
ed who ſought for Baptiſm; and therefore Baptiſm 
© their Illumination: To this Purpoſe Dr. Barlow Bp. of 
"Tam, (ſaith he) that in the firſt Ages they were fi 
and then Illuminati; that is, they were firſt Catechin 
. Baptized; which ſhews, that in the Opinion of the 
the antients look'd upon Baptiſm as Illuminati, and to 
256 good Reaſon as they accounted it the Laver of N 
becauſe it is evident, that Regeneration cannot be wit 
nation; until the Mind be ſpiritually inlightned, the 20 
be regenerated 3 which clearly evidences this Tru, Wh 
* fants cannot be the Subjects of Illumination, they e 


Regeneration or the new Birth, is the Renovation e. 
the Change of the whole Man, the renewing of the 
ment, the affections and Will; it is the Converſion, th: 
the Man, to ſomething which he was not before, and 
making him a new Creature; in Fine, it is the doing Me a 


Spirit of God upon the Soul. ' 
Regeneration is the great and wonderful Work off 
it is 2 Work, in which Man is moſt juſtly requitd ug th 


God; a Work in which he muſt be a Co-worker d he 
Man's Part, it reſults from the moſt ſerious and ſolid 


on of things, and ſuch things as are the moſt pr G. 
| , AA! God and Chriſt, Death, 
the World to come, and the Salvation of the Soul | 


Regeneration is a Work, in which the Mind of 


 hardz a Work, in which the Soul is more a&ivet0 
there is nothing about which Man's Mind is more be 


of Man in his Con verſion are moſt intent upon C00 


/ 
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ſoch as hath a peculiar Tendency to bring him to 
me of Sin; and the exceeding Sinfulneſs and Deſt- 
thercof to the Soul, and the great and abſolute Neceſſi- 
np it, and of entring into a Covenant with the Lord 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner to make himſelf over to bim, 
heanily conſenting to be ſaved upon thoſe Terms, on 
ugh the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he has made the Offers of 
p Men, Jong gy e We 
tion conſiſts in the Mortification of the Deede of the 
he Crucifixion of the Fleſh, with all the vile AﬀeQions, 
thereof; in the Deſtruction of the Body of the Sing of 
the putting off the ald Man with his Deeds, that is, 
verſation or way of living, which was nccording.ty the, 
his World; and in the putting on the new Man, or 


* 
* 


3p. of | or 
* E * liring; a living to God in Righteouſneſs 
tech olineſs. * | Ni M 4 | 
1 iy perſuade my ſelf that all the underſtanding Gen- 
nd 10 of the Church of England and Scotland, will agree with 
of chat the old Man cannot be put off, before it be put 


ing plainly impoſſible, 


ade 2 Queſtion, What is the old Man? I am inelin d N 
Trui, WW!) Parties will agree in this, or the like Anſwer; that it, 
hey Mal Corruption of Man's Nature; and if it be aſk'd at 


i, that we uke up or put on this old Man, or at what 
tene Cor ruptions of our Nature take hold of Mankind? 
hen we underſtand one another in Words ) we. ſhall 


* , that we do put on the old Man, when Man's Natura 
e, 20 7 44 nv, -- W out) B45 MG 23. 
doing Me 21k'd, at what time it is that this Corruption of Na- 
e Opraveal it ſelt, or put it ſelf forth in us, ſo as to be call'd 


in the Scriptural Senſe of it (i. e.) the old Converſati- 
ebear the Image of the Earthly, as it ſtands oppoſed 


uir'd ue the Image of the Heavenly? I perſuade my ſelf all 
orker Fd here too, that theſe Corruptions of Nature doth not 
od ſoldally in 2 State of Infancy, before we know the Diffe- 
ot prop Good and Evil. No Man puts on this old Man in 
Death Notion of putting it on, until be comes to that time 
Soul n the Law gets Power over him; until he is able to 

| he Law is. and having Power, is juſtly requir'd. to o- 
lid o Wi pofile Paal in the 7th: of the Remans ſeems to teach 
z Give IN alive without the Law, that is, ſo. long as he is 


more bit to the Law, but when the Commandment comes, 


eing Wewer aver him and to bind him, then Sin revives 
e Stu 5 then Man begins to die in Sin, and the Corrup- 
bonn te ſhews it (elf, in his Rebellion and Diſobedience 
w full t the Corruption of Man's degenerated and degene- 


begins to appear ( tho? not criminally) in our Child- 
N hood 


74 Infants not the Subjett if 
hood, yea even in out ogy phe the great Adverſity of: 
takes as early 9 of our want of Underſtandingy 
et of Refiftance, 28 =y he can; moſt vigorouſly andy 
purſuing his malicious Defign againſt us, unweariedly ej 
to eftabliſh an Intereſt in us, while we are leaft accquig 
his Wiles 3 moſt follicitous to fix 2 laſting Friendfhiy wil 
Man, and engage the Corruptions of out Nature in b! 
to ruin our ſelves 3 and it may be obſerv'd by ſid Expert 
a Compliance is too eafily obtain'd, for that while ye 
we are not aware of his dangerous Deviſes and miſchien 
tions, in our Childhood utter Strangers to God and 
and to that in which our greateſt Good lies: So we ih 
taken Captives by him at his own Will, and fooliſhly d 
the Methods of our own Deſtruction. | 
This is a Doctrine, to the truth of which every cou 
can find an Evidence in himſelf, that the Devil works ox 
norance of Mankind, as finding his Advantage therein, Hoe. 
much the more a Man is ignorant, by fo much the mom che 
is kept in 8Subjection to him; he knows that à good ein 
works upon Man's Underſtanding; and he never finds | * 
Rions, nor has any Intereſt in our Will, until he ub 
our Uuderſtanding, always working with us as rational 
and in regard he has in his great Mercy diftinguiſh'd u tan 
Creatures, endowing us with excellent and noble Faculi d is 
beyond what has been given to the whole Creation beloy 
moſt righteouſly expect we ſhould uſe thoſe Faculties 
the end of vur Creation, that as we have Reaſon we fit 
2 it as becomes Men, to reaſon our ſelves into 2 pure 
earfa} Compliance with the Will of fo bountiful 2 gen 
our Judgment (being well inform'd ) may ditect oof ( 
govern our Will, and determine it to the Choice of nor f 
recommends to us for our greateſt Good, | 
Now if this be a Doctrine to which our Aſſent mu beco 
that the Devil works upon our Ignorance, and 2 gn0! 20G vin 
works upon our Underſtanding, then it muſt follon, ang 
Ignorance fieſt gets Poſſeſſion of us, rhe Underſtanduſ e ſu 
and Wil) are al} corrupted, before they be renev0, WF 
what 1 mean by our putting. on the old Man beſor tb t 
it of. | 3 fame 
In the Wickedneſs of our Lives appears the U 
bur Nature, wherein we put our (elves under the Dot 
own Luſts, and ſuffer Sin and the Devil to tyra" ſhe, 
bur Childhood the Corruption of our Nature wie 
Pride, Paſſion, Coveteouſneſs, and an over forwis, 
of ſuppoſed Injuries done us, 2 greedy Deſire of fool 
Play-things, by which the great Enemy of our Souls! 
corrupts our Affections, whilſt the natural Under 
feeble to withſtand him, and he finds his Account! 


Chriſtian Baptiſm. 75 
Ude knowing that in Childhood, the Affections only do 
bs Wil and that the AﬀeQions corrupted, will diſpoſe 
to that which is bad; and ſo he ſtrengthens bis Intèreſt 
diſh and fooliſh Paſſions, and as we grow up more towarde 
makes it his Buſineſs ro corrapt our Judgment, as know - 
he can bat accompliſh his Deſire in this, he has made. 
inces towards the gaining his grand Defign no z in 
| the Wickedneſs of our Converſation; ariſes 2 cor- 
ment and carnal AﬀeRione, which never fails to burry 
into ſuch Words and Actiont as are moſt diſobliging to 


4 


. 
d 


1 if 
with 
bis) 
ere 


nd | } griteful to the Devil, and moſt deſtructive to our ({-1 yes. 
are 1 from whence flows all the Folly and Vanity 
bly b Youth is chargeable, ſuch as Anger, Malice, Envy, 


ce to Parents, filthy Communication, Lying, Swearing, 
drunkenneſs, Adaltery, and all kinds of Revel ings, ute 
ating the whole Man from the Life of God, throrgh the 
of the Mind, and the Carnallity of the Affections. 
more WW theſe things, and whatever elſe may be called the Works 
eſh, do either all or ſome of them, domineer over every 
Man, after he paſſes the State of Infancy, and in the 
which; he puts on the old Man or corrupt Converſation, 
jon pt under the Dominion of his Luft, and in Thraldom to 
tan; in Enmity with God, and in Rebellion againft 
d in this moſt unhappy and miferable Stare, he continues 
bei of the Spirit of Life in Chtiſt Jeſus, hall make him 
the Law of Sin and Death, | nk gartt 
e Houſe of our Bondage, in the Degeneration of our 
bre Nature, we ate held as in Chains of Iron and Braſs, 
generation or the new Birth threugh the Afifiance of 
ect oof God, we put off this old Man with his Deeds, and ſo 
ur finful Converſation in ſome good Meaſure, and henr- 
in 2 Spititual Warfare, inlifting our ſelves in the Service 


nt mu0b=coming his Soldiers and Swearing Allegiance to him, 
ola \ving to fight under his Banner, maintaining à holy War 
follon and the Warld and our own Corruptions, until Sin and 
tand re ſubdued and brought under the Feet of Chriſt, the 
ne wech out Salvation, by whoſe Strength alone we can do it. 


\ belort ed theſe Qualifications, we enter the River with Chriſt, 
famentally buty'd with him in that liquid Grave, then 
| iptiſm be to us the Laver of Regeneration; not 2 
the Dot regenerates Souls, but a Laver in which regenerated 
tyrzanz aſhed ; and in which they waſh away their Sins, cali 
re * ame of the Lord. 4c 2. 3). 38. and 22. 16, then wil 
frag m be an Illumination to us; not that Baptiſm ſimply 


of f 'n it ſelf, doth illuminate any, but willbe an Evidence 
wr Sooke don, at leaſt an outward Sign of it. According to the 
U nderivR St. Famer,” Faith is made perfe by Works, and Works of 


ccount WWſo (chriſt are the cleareſt Eyidences of our Faith in bim, 
even 


| heartily willing to embrace the Truth as in the Lord Jl 


them; nor indeed can poſſibly be ſo much as à Sig! 


Covenant of Grace, and of Remiſſion of Sins; there! 
' ſeen the outward Marks or Signs of Regeneration, 9) 


; didly weigh'd, and all Prepoſſeſſions and Prejudice 


76 Infants not the Subject: of 
even as alſo our Love to him, exactly agreeing with the 
of Bafil, the great, mentioned before, viz, Faith js perſeBed h 
and Baytſm is founded npon Faith, | 

Regenerated Souls by Baptiſm, are planted together wii 
in the Similitude both of his Death and Reſurrection; fy 
being covered all over, or plunged into the Element of | 
figured forth as by a 1 Emblem, the Death and! 
Chriſt; and which alſo Myſtically figures forth the Death 
rial of the Corruptions of our degenerated Nature, 28 in h 
and by our. being raiſed, up out of the Water by the! 
the Adminiſtrator, is repreſented not only the Reſurredi 
Lord Jeſus, but our Reſurrection with him from the ( 
Sin, in which before Regeneration we were bury'd ; they 
is figur'd forth our Reſurrection with him to a new and | 
through Faith of the Operation of God, that as Chrit 
ed from the Dead dieth no more, Death hatk no more[ 
over him, ſo we being riſen with Chriſt, ſhould ſeek thi 
that are above; being once Dead, and our Lives being 
Chriſt. in God, we ſhould die no more in Sin, we ſhoul 
again the Foundation of 2 from dead Wok 
ing once laid it, ſhould paſs on to Perfection, Cl. 2. 11 
I. a. OC $I... -. WS» 

Having thus far proceeded, I ſhall hope that all the Ped 
who are piouſly inclin'd, and who lying open to Conn 


receive ĩt upon it's own Recommendation, and that in 
to it, and the Glorious Author of it; I ſay, I have Hope 
will be perſuaded to conſider, what I have offer'd on ti 
Subject of Regeneration; the Regeneration of our deg! 
ture, without which, we vainly look for Happineſs, nd 
Confideration will incline. them to believe, that little 
whom appears not (in a criminal Senſe ) the Marks 
racy, are not capable of Regeneration, which conſis i 
verfion, and ſtands at a greater Diſtance from Genet 
their Doctrine of Infants Baptiſm doth put it: Moereor! 
impoſſible that Baptiſm ſhould be the La ver of Re: 


ration in them, and in Regard al]. Parties do call it 28 
neration, and of Ingrafting into Chriſt, and of 2n li! 


can have a Right to it in the Sight of God, but be? 
regenerated, and moſt certainly born from above; el 
Perſon a Right to it in the Sight of Men, but he in 


ſeem to be what the Miniſters, and Church of Chriſt 
Judgment, of Chriſtian Charity ſuppoſe them to be. 
I ſhall alſo hope, that where theſe things are car 


N to be. 
ate car's 


e judices 


not t 


Chriſtian Baptiſm. 


1 meaning Souls will come into my Opinion, that the 
of Infants Baptiſm, which puts Regeneration but 
om Generation, and the new and ſecond Birth but eight 
m the firſt or old Birth, is a Doctrine which makes Re- 
n to conſiſt in ſomething ſhort of true Converſion; and 
7 _— 7 — of — — Pro th 
he Apoſtles, and that in Conſequence thereof, little In- 
fe Subjects of Chriſtian Baptiſm, l | 


1 TRUTH is theſe Lines ds appear, 


The' n» May ſhould receive it; 


S well content, I leave it. 
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